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AGGRAVATION 
OF SINMNE, | 


| ET 


i Dp ROM. v.13. 

Was that; then which is good made death unto 
'  mnee?. God forbid, But fine, that. vt wight 
appeare fin, working death in mee by that which 
2s. good ; That ſinne by the commannaements 

might become exceeding finfull, y 


E E finde our Apoſtle in the 9. 
S{ verſe-ro have been alive , but 
- {truck upon the ſudden dead, Ey 
an apparition preſented ro bim, 
S  inrhe glafſe of the Law , of the 

D ſinfulneſie of ſinne. Sin revived, 
' fayes the 9.verſe, appeared to be 
$7 Fes B | ſinne, 


2 Aggrayation- of ſinne. 
finne, ſayes the x3.verſe , lookes bur like ir ſelfe, 
above meaſure ſinfull : and hee fallsdowne dead 
_ ar the very fighrof it; I dyed, ſayes hein the g. 
_ 8t wrought death in me,layes the 13.rhar is, an ap- 
ehention of death and hell, as due ro thar ettare 
-. Iwas therrin. Bur yer as the life of finne was the 
death of Paxl,fo this death of bis preparation to a 
- new life, 1 through the Lavv am dead to the Lavv, 


that Imight live to Ged, Gal.2.19. and. here hee _; 


likewiſe ſpeakes of Gods worke upon him ar his 
firſt convertion; for then it was that he relates how 
| fin became in his efteeme,ſo above meaſure. ſinfull. 
- The.ſubject rhen ro begnſifted on,is the ſin/ulnes 
of finne,a ſubject therefore as neceſſary as any o- 
ther, becaufe ifever we be faved, finne muſt firſt 
appearetousall, as it did here to him, above meas 


ſure finfull. © © 


And firſt, becauſe all knowledge begins ar rhe i 
effects which are obviousro ſence , and interpre- 1 


ters of the nature of things , rherefore wee will 
begin this Demonſtration ofthe evill inne , from 
the miſchievous effects ir hath filled rhe world 
--withall, ir having done nothing bur wrought mil- 
-Chiefe ſince it came into the World, & all the mil. 
chiefe that hath beene done,.ita lone hath done, 
bur eſpecially rowards the poore ſoule of man, 
the miſerable ſubject of it. - A: las 
Which firſt ichath debaſed the foule of man;:he 


nobleſt creature under heaven , and higheftally< 7 
. ed; made to be a companion fit for God himſelfe, | 
. bur finne bark ftrjpr irof irs firſt native excellency, | 
as it did Reuben, Gen.q9-41. debaſed the ſfoule © 


. more worth than all rhe world , as Chriſtthimſelte 4 


. Jarh,that onely wers 10 the price of it ; y 


[4 


| Argravation- of ſine, 7 


kath male ir adrudge and flave roeverycreature 


ir was made torule :- Fherefore the Prodigall as a 


type'is ſaid ro ſerve ſwine, & feed on. Huſkes , ſoas 
every yanity-maſters- ir. © Therefore we fiade1n 
Scriprure, that merniare ſaid ro be ſervants to wine, 


'Tit.2. 3-{ervan:s ro riches,& divers lufts, &c, 


Atidihence ir js thar/thame arrends upon it, Rem. 
6:21. Now, {tame atifern ou: of anapprehenuon 


of ſome excellencje-debaſed :' And'by how much 


the cxcellencic is greater,by ſo much isthe ſhame 
the'greater., and therefore unutterable confulion 
willone day befall finners; becaule tinne isthe de 
baſement of an unvaluable excellencie. © » » 

Secondly, ir nor onely debaſerhir ,'bur defiles 
ir alſo”; -and indeed rhere was nothing elſe rhar 


could defileit, Mat.15 20. for the ſoule is a moſt 
 ptite beaine ,, bearing the imageof rhe Farber of. 


Lights; as farre ſarpaiting rhe ſunne in puareneile, 


| 5g as the ſunne doth aclod o Earrh;;:and yer all the 


- dirt5n-the world 'capnor-defile the ſunne.-; all the 
- ._ Clouds thar ſeeke ro mutfle jr,ir (catrers them all: 
bat fine hath defiled the foule ,'yea one linne,the 


 leaftdefiles ir,in an inſtant, torally,eternally, © >» 


_" Firſt;'onefinne; did irin the fall of Adam,.Rom. 


5.17.20%e offence polluted him,and :all the world, 
Now ſuppoſe you: ſhould fee one drop of dark= 
nefle/feazing on theſunne , and purring our that 


' ligand eye of heaven;iand'to looſen itour ofthe 
' orbe'irmioves in , and cauſe ir ro drop downe a 


luinp'ofdarkneſſe, youwould ſay irrwere a ftrange 


3 


darkneffe; This fioneidid'then inthe'foule,ro which 


® 


- themolt glorious Apgell ; > >—Mnn andler one of 


yerrhe ſunne is bar asa Tapor. : ''© 5) 


:: Secoendly,ir defiles it thus in an inſtant. Take 


o 


1 
"& 


ths 


4s -eAppiavation-ofinhe; 


+ the leaft ſinnes {eaze upon.his hearr , he would in 


 aninftant fall downe from Heaven, ftripr of all his 


glory , the uglieſt Creature that ever was beheld; | 
you would count that rhe ſtrongeſt of all poyſons, 
that would poyſon in an inſtant ; as Nero-boiled a 
poyſon to that height, that ir killed Germanicw as 
toone as he received it;Now ſuch a one-18 linne. 
Thirdly,finne defiles tr cotally;ir reſts nor 1n one 
"member onely., bur beginning at the underſtan=- 
ding,catesintothe wil & affections, ſoaksthrough 


_ --all. Thoſedileaſes we account ſtrongeſt ,, which 
-feaze nor on a joynt ora member only, bur (trikes 


wrrenneſle throughthe whole body. * 
Fourrthly, ir detiles erernally,it being eterna mas» 


- cula,a ftaine,which no nitre ar ſope,orany creature 
. Can vvaſh ont;ler.2.21; There was once letina 


© deluge of: water;and the world wasall overflow*d } 


i. 


. 


\ . withir,it waſhed away finners;indeed,but nor one |} 
+ finne: ' And the world ſhall be a fire againe atthe | 


latter day, and all thar fire,&:thoſe flamesin Hell | 
*thar follow,fhall nor purge our one fnne. | 


*- . Thirdlyzir hath robbed rhe ſople of the image of » 
. God,deprived ws of the plory of God, Rom.3.23. the | 
image ofGods holinefſe.; whiek is his beauty; and. 


. | ours: we were beaurifull. &all glorious once-with- þ 


*1n,which though bur an accidenr, 1s more worth | 
" then all mensſoules devoid of it,it being a likeneſſe F. 
- unto God;a divine nature, withour which-no-man {| 
: ſhall ſee Gods: Though man in Innocency had all 


perfections united in-him, via eminentie, that are | 


'- to be found .in- other Creatures; yer this was more 


worth than alt; for all the reſt made him nor like F 


to God;y as this did , withour which all Paradifes * 
| could notmake Adam happy; Which when he had |! 


w loſt, X 


T eares.' : 


eAggravation, of finne, < &7F 
loſt, he was left 2aked, though thoſe his other per- 
fectios remained with him;zwhich # profitable for all 
things, asthe Apoſtle fayes. The leaft dramme 
of which , the whole world emballanced with, 
would be found too light; withour which the glo- 
rious Angels would be damned devils; the Saints 
in Heaven, damned Ghoſts, this it hath robbed 
m_—___— . | 
_ Fourthly,irt hath robbed man even of God him 
ſelfe : Your ſipnes ſeperate ( ſayes God)betwixt you 
end me: Andtheretore they are ſaid ro live with=: 
out God in the worid:and in robbing a man of God, 
1t robs him of all things; For all things are ours, bur. 
fofarre as God 4 ours; Of God whole face makes 
Heaven, he is all in all;Hz loving kindneſie z better 
than life, and containerh beaury, honours, riches, 
all; Yea they are but a drop to him. 

Bur its mitchiefe harh nor ſtaid here, bur as the 
Leproſie of the Lepers in the old Law , ſometimes 
infected their houſes, garments ; Soir hath hurld. 
confution over all rhe World, brought avazzitie on 
the Creature, Rom.$ 23.and a curſe ; And had nor 
Chriſt ,  anderrooke che ſhattered condition of 
the World rouphold ir, it had fallen abour Adams 
 Andrthough the o1d walls and ruinous pallace of . 
Z the world ſtands to this day , yer the beauty, rhe 

| gloſſe , and glory of the hangings is ſoyled and 
marred with many imperfections caſt upon every 
Creature. 32146 321 2108 

Bur as the Houſe of the Leper was to be pulled 
downe,and Traitors houſes wy ro be made jakes, 
Z ſo the worldfif Chriſt had nor ftepr in)bad ſhrunke 
; intoirs firſt nothing .;3 And you will fay , that is a 
f I B | ftrong, 


6 Aggravatign of ſfinne2 + 
ſtrong carrion that retaines not onely infection in 
I: ſelfe. but infects all rhe aire about; | So:this,that 
nor :the -ſoule rhe ſubject ofirionely , bur. all-rhe 
World. "+ 13$634.030 P.. "2 HODRAE 3-40 +: #4 
-.. Lafly,ir was the firſt faunder of Hell, and. Jaid 
the fi: corner ttone thereof ; finne alone brought 
in , and filled-thar ang Saad e with all the 
fire, and brimf{tone, and rreatures o: Wrath; which 
ſhall never be burnrand conſumed, And this cru- 
cified and:pierced Chriſt himielfe , poured on him 
his Fathers wrach, rhe enduring of which for finne, 
was ſ{uch;as:rharalthe Angels in heayen hadcracks 
and ſunke underit; © 6 Frente 

- Bur yer this eſtimate is bur raken from rthe.ef- 
fects of it, the eſſence. of it which is the cauſe of all 
theſe evils, muſt needs have much_more miſchiefe 
in it. . Shall I ſpeake the leaſt eyill I can fay of 
i? It contains all evils elſe init: Therefore Iames 
x.23. the Apoſtle calls it filthineſſe, and abundance 
of ſuperfluity,or excrement as t.were,ot. naughtt= 
neſle.. Wile To XAguxtah. .As if fo tranſcen ent, : 
rthar- if all;eyils.were-:zo haye an excrement ;- 4 
ſcumme, a {uperfluitie,finne. is it, as being the ab- 
tracted quintefſence of all evill; - An evill, which 
in the nature and efſence ofir virtually & eminent= 
ty,containes all evils of wharkinde ſoever thar are 
in the world ;:Inſomuch as in the.Scriprurer you 
ſhall finde tharall the evils in the: World, ſerve. bur 
ro anſwer for it ; and to give-names to it,'- Hence 
- finne ir 1ggcalled poyſon,and finners ſerpents :: finne 
is called 4 y* mt; finners dops /; finne the ftench of 
graves, and they. Rotten ſepulchres; finne mire.tin=« 
ners'ſowes:; and finne darkneſſe blindneſſe,ſhame, 
nakedneſſe, folly;madneſie, death, whatſoever 1g 
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Thv, defective, iniective, painfull. Now, as the | 
Holy Ghoſt ſayes ot Nabal.as # hu name, ſo # he; ſo 
may wee (ay of finne ; For 1t Adam gave names iQ 


allthings, according ro their nature , much more 


God, - who calls things as they are. Surely, God 
would nor ſlander finne, though ir te his only ene- 


mie. And beſfides,there is reaſon for :his,'or ir is 


the caule of all eyills, God ſowed nothing bur 
good ſeedin the worldzbe beheld, © ſaw all thmgs 
wvere very good; Itislinne harh ſowne rhe taress 
all choſe evills rhar have come np , ſforrowes an 

diteaſes, both unro men and beafts. Now, what= 
ſoeycr is in the effects , is via emmentie in the 
cauſe. Surely rherefore ir 1s to the foule of man 


. (the miſerable veſlel] and ſubject of it } all thar, 


which poyſon,death, & licknefle is unto the other 
creartures,and to the body ;and in thar,it is all theſe 
rothe ſoule, it is therefore more than all rheſe ro 
it; for corruptio optimi peſſima : by how much the 


| ſoule exceeds all othcrCreatures,by ſo much muſt 


finne, which is the corruption, poyſon , death, and 
ficxneſle of ir, exceed all other evils. _ 
But yet this is the leaſt ill thar can be ſaid of it. 


There 1s 2.iome further tranſcender peculiar miſe 


ciuefe in ir, thar is nor to be found in all other e= 
yvils,as will appeare in many inſtances. 

For firit,all other evils God proclaimes himlſelfe. 
the author off,and ownes them all -; rhough ſinne 
be the meritorious .cauſe of all , yer God the effi- 
ctent & diſpoſing cauſe, There # no evill in the Ci- 
tie but Thave done it. He onely diſclaimeth rhis, 
lam I.13, as a baſtard of ſome others breeding, 
for be « the Father of Eight,ver.17. 

| 1B 6. ..  ;: Secours 
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-Secondly , rhe utmoſt extremity of the evill of 
puniſhment God the Sonne under=went,had a oo 
mingled him of his Father,more birrer than 1Fatl 
the evils in the world had beene ſtrainedin,and he 
Aranke ir off heartily ro the borrome ; Bir nor 4 
drop of finne;though ſweerned with the offer ofall 
the world;; would goe downe with him. 

Thirdly; other evils the Saints have choſen and 
1imbraced as good; and refuſed rhe greateſt good 
things the world had; as evill, when they came in 
comperition with finne. So Moſes choſe rather to 
ſuffer ;much rather than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſing 
Heb.r1.ftrom -24.t0-28.. So Chryjoſtome when Euy- 
doxia the Emprelſe threatned him :; Goe rell her 
(ſayes he) Nl niſi peccatum timeo. . * 

Fourthly # take the Devill himſelfe, whom you 
all conceive to be more full of miſchiefe rhan all 
The evils in the world ., called therefore in rhe ab- 
ſiract ſpirituall vvickedneſſe; Eph.6.12. yer it was 
bur Gnne thar firſt ſpoyled him ; and it is finne poſe 
ſeſſeth the very Devils: He was a glorious Angell 
r1]] he was acquainred with it ; and could there be 
a ſeparation made berweene him and finne , hee 
would be againe of as good, ſweer, and amiable a 
nature,asany creature in Earth or Heaven. 

Fiftly;Though orher things are evil,yer nothing 
makes the crearure accurſed bur ſinne; as all good 
things in the world: doe not make a man a bleſſed 
man, ſonor all the evils accurfed. God ſayes not : 
blefſed are the honorable and rhe rich,nor thar ac- 
curſed arethe poore bur curſed «the man that cone 
zinues not in all things;Gal.3.10.a curſe rorheleaft 
finne;and on rhe contrary: Bleſſed i the man whoſe 
3niquities are forgiven;&KC, Rom.gu7. & 
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Sixtly ; God hares nothing bur finne. Were 
all evils \wepr downe into one man , God hates 
him nor 6mply for them , nor becauſe thou arr 
poore and diſpraced, bur onely becayfe finfull. Jr 
1s ſin he hates;Rev.2.15. 1ſa.27.11/yea it alone? 
and whereas other attributes are diverſely. com- 
municared in their effects ro ſeverall things; as his 
love and goodnefle; Himſelfe, his Sonne, his Chil- 
dren,have-all a ſhare in; yer all the hatred ( which 
15 as large as hislove.) 1s ſolely poured out upon; 
and wholly; and limired only unto finne, 

AN the queſtion will bee whar tranicendencie 
of evill is in the effence of ir , thar makes ir aboye 
all other evils , and hatred; and ir only by God, 
Chriſt, the/; Hyaints, &c. more than any other 
evill. en 

Why 2: It is enmity with Cod ; Rom.8.7. ab- 
tracts we know {peake eſſences; the meaning is, 
it is as directly contrary to God, as any thing 
could be ; For contrary itis ro God, and all thar 
is- his. 

As x. contrary to his eſſence , ro his exiſtence, 
and being God: for ir makes men hate him, Rom. 
1.30. and «4 he that hateth hy brother ts a murthe= 
rer; T-loh.z;15, fo hee that hateth God may bee 
ſaid ro be a murtherer of him , and wiſherh thar 
he were nor, Peccatum eſt Dei-cidium. © | 

2. Contrary it 15 to all his atrribures which are 
his name: Men are jealous of their names ; Gods 
name is himſelfe; as x. It' makes a man flizhr 
Gods goodnefſe ; and to ſeeke happineſſe in the 
creature , as if he were able to be happy withour 
him. And 2.it depoſerh his ſoveraignity;& ſers up 
otherGods before his face.z:Ir contemns his truth, 
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wantonnefle. 'n 
- And as to himſelf, ſo ro whar ever is his,or deare 
ro him. Beſides, A King hath g .thingsin an eſpe= 
ciall manner deare ro him: Hs Lawes, Hs fa- 
wourttes , by images ſtgmpt upon hi coine , and lo 
hath! God... * :-+*: 7: © * | 

Firſt, his Lawes and Ordinances: God never 
gave Law , bur ir bath beene broken by ſlinne ; 
&ruic is the definition of it, The tranſgreſſion of the 
Lavv, I lob. 3. 4. yea itis called deſtroying the 
Law,?Pſal.119.126. And know, that Cods Lay, 


power,and juftice. And 4. rurnes his grace into | 


"the leaſt ritle of it, is more deare to him than all. 


the World. For ere the leaft title of ir ſhall bee 
broken, Heaven and earth ſhall paſſe. The leaft fin 
therefore, which isa breach of the leaſt Law , is 


worſe than rhe deſtruction ofthe World ; and for: 
his worſhip, (as envying God ſhould have any,) it - 


turnes his Ordinances into finne. 79 
Secondly,for his fayourires: God hath but a few 


oore ones; upon whom becauſe God hath et his } 


ano ws hath ſer its hatred. | 

Laſtly,for his image even 1u a mans owne breaſt: 
The law of the members fights againft the Law of 
rhe mind,and endevourerh to expel'ir, rhough a 
man ſhould be damned for ir.Gal.5.17.The fleſb 
(namely finne) luſteth againſt the Spirit , for they 
are contraries. Contrary indeed ; ior me thinkes 
though it hates thar image in others , that yer it 
thould ſpare it in a mans lelfe , our of ſelfe-loves 
bur yet, rhough-.a man ſhould be damned,if this 
Image be expelled, it yerlabourerh ro doe this; So 
deadly is that hatred, a man hates hinvelte,as ho« 
ly,ſo farre asheis finfull. | 
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Tr abounds ROW ſo. high y AS our rhoughrs can - 


follow.1t no farther: Divines ſay,it aſpires unto in= 
finity,.1he oject againſt whonAtis rhus contrary, 
unro,being God , wio 1s infinite, they tell us, that. 
ovjectively.ſinne 1: ſelte 1s infinite, Sure] amgthe 
woith of the objeq or party offended, aggrayares 
the offence :- an Al} word againft rhe King is high 
treaſor,nor the greateſt indigniry-:0 another, mana 
Sure] alſloam, thar God was lo offended with it, 
that though heloves hisSonne as-himſelfe,yea he 
(though without ſinne ) being but-made ſinne by 


| Impuration; yet Gd ſpared him not; and becauſe 


the Crearures could not ſtrike a ſtroake hard e= 


\nough, he himſelte was pleaſed to bruiſe himzEſay. 


53: 16. He ſpared not hu oune Soane , Rom. $8.32. 


His love might have overcome him,to have patied. 


by it to his Sonne- ;; at leaſt a wordof his mouth 
might have,pacified him ; yet {> great was his ha= 
tredofir, and offence at it,as he powred the vials 
of his wrath on him : Neither would entreaty 


ſerve,tor though he cryed with ſtrong cryes it ſhould 


paſie from him ; God would not , till he had oute 
Wraltled it. .- ST . 
, And.asrhe perſon offended, aggravates the of=- 
fence,as before; ſo alſo rhe perſon ſuffering,bein 
God and Man,arguesthe abounding finfulneſle '© 
ir. For, for what c:imedid you ever heare a Kin 
was pur to death? Their perſons being efteemec 
in worth above all crime, as civill. Chrift was the 
Kyng of Kings. pol | 'Y > nape oth 
-: And yet. there-1s one confideration more--to 
make the meaſure ofirs iniquity fully full, and to 


| abound 10 flowing over ; andrhar 1s this, that the 


leaſt linne virtually more or lefle containes alſinne 
| =_— 
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in the nature of ir (I meane not thar all are equall, 
thefefore ] adde more or lefſe) and I proveirchasz 
becauſe Adam by one offence contracted che ſtaine 
of al,no ſooner did one finne ſeaze upon his hearr, 
bur he had all ſinnes in him. --* ! | 5 40 
- And ſoevery linne ,in us by a/miraculons multi- 
plication inclines our nature more to every linne 
than it was before : it makes the pollution of na« 


cure of a deeper dye; noronely to thar ſpecies of 


ſinne ; whereofir is th- proper individuall act, bur 
ro all elſe; as bring one candle into a roome;the 
light ſpreads all over'; And then another, rhe light 
1s all oyer more increaſed; So it is finne ; tor the 
leaſt curs rhe ſoule off from God ; and rhen it 1s 
ready to goe a whoring after every yanity that 
will enrice 1t,or enterratne it. | 
_ * 'And this ſhewes the fulneſſe of the evill of it, in 
thar ir containes nor onely all orher evils in the 
world in ir, bur alſo all of irs owne kinde. ' As you 
would count thar a ſtrange poyſon , the leaſt drop 
of which containes the force of all poyſon in 1t : 
Thar aſtrange diſeaſe, the leaftinfetion where= 
of brought the body ſubject ro all diſeaſes;ver ſuch 


an one 1s finne-; the leaft making the ſoule more. 


prone and ſubject ro all. 


_ And now you lee ir is a perfect evill;and though 


indeed ir cannot be ſaid ro be rhe chiefeſt in thar- 


full ſenſe wherein Godiis ſaid ro bee rhe chiefeſt | 
good ; Becauſe if it were as bad as God is good, | 


| how could he pardon it, ſubdue ir-;. bring-1t to 
nothing as he dorh ?' And then -how coufd ir 


have addition 419 it, one finne being 'more fin- | * 


full than anorher ? Ezek, 8.15. 7oh.19.11. Bur 
yer 1t hath ſome analogie of þ;n 7 rhe yy” 
y EVI 
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evill , as God the chiefeft good. E 

.. For t.-as God is the chieteſt good , who there= 
fore isto be loyed tor himiſelfe ; and other things 
bur for his ſake ; ſo alſo is ſinne the chiefeſt evill, 
becauſe ir isfimply to be avoyded tor 1s ſelife ;.bur 
other eyils become good,yea delirable when come 
pared with ir. | - 

. Secondly, as God is the chiefeft good , becauſe 
he is the greareſt happineſle to. himſelte; So linne, 
the greareſt evill ro ir ſelfe ; For there can be no 
worte puniihmenr of it, tkanirs felfe ; Therefore 


when God would give a man oyer,as an enemie he 
meanes never todeale withall more, he gives him 
-up ro finne. And thirdly,ir is ſoevill, as it cannor 
'haye a worſe Epithete givenit, than it ſelfe; and 


therefore the Apoſtle , when he would ſpeake his 
worlt ofir,and wind vp his expreſſion higheſt, vſque 
ad hyperbolem,cals it by its own name, fintull tinne, 
GRUzoTuANS GuarTia, Rom 7.13. that as in God be- 


[ing the greateit good, quicquid eſt in Deo eſt Devs 


gr his attribures & names are bur him 
elfes idem predicatur de ſezpſo; Sor is with _— 


-quicquid eſt in peccato,peccatum eft,&c, he cancal 
. 1t no worte than by irs owne name, ſinful ſinne. 


- Vſe. And what have I beene ſpeaking of all this 


While ? Why ? bur of one finne in the gene= 
'rall nature of 1r. There is.nor a man here, bur hath 
.. millions of them. ; as many-as the ſands upon the 
-Sea ſhore; yea, as there would, be Atomes, were 


all the world pounded to duft ,. it exceeds in n1m- 


- ber alſo. ;, And therefore crewe goe avy further, 


ler all our thoughts break off. here in wondermenr 


\, at the abounding of finne,above all things elſe;for 
. other things,if they be great, they are bur a. 


tewgif 
many 
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many, they are'but !mall;-The world, tis big 'one 
indeed, bur yer there is bur one;The 1ands,though 
innumerable, yer rhey are bat ſmall'z your intul- 
_ neſſe exceeds 1r both. ls 928 27; 7 13-210 
 Andnext ; lerall our thonghts be wound up to 
the moſt deepe and intenſe: confideration of our 
_ eftares; for if one ſinne abounds thus; whar rongue. 
can expreſſe ; -ot heart can conceive rhieir miſery, 
who to uſe the Xpoftles phraſe, :x'Cor. IF. are yer 
in their ſinnes? Thar is , ftand bound to God:in 
their owne fingle bond onely '; t6' anſwer for all 
their finnes themſelves; and' cannor; in the eftare 
wherein ver they ſtand of impemit2ncy and unbe- 
Teefe plead the benefit of Chrilts'death,ro take of 
and eaſe rhemi of the'guilr of one-finne , bur all 
their linnes are yet all their owne;; which ro a'man 
in'Chrift rhey ate no;for his owne bonds are cati- 
'ceNed;and given iff # and Chriſt enrred inro bonds 
for bim, and allthis fifties tranſtatedwporhim::.' 
© Now for a proper character of their eftare, and: 
' furable ro this exprefiion : (I STONTO TS Gf 
Firſt then a mansfinnes 'midy be faid ro be (till 
hirowne : Whenhe committethifinne, out of 'hi 
01072; that is-rhe'ftll frame and iriclination of his 
' heart. ' Thas the devill isſaid ro firine's: 7ob $.44. 
tx 9 os out of hi ovone*; the whaleframe of his 
"ſpirit isin it ; which'a man in'Chriſtcannor be To 
fully ſaid ro doe; fot He harh a riew creature in him 
thatſinneth not ;"'x10Þ.3 1:9. 'thar can ſay even 


when he lins;7t nv? but finne:'” * © 
*And ſecondly, then finne is a mans 6wne,when 
he hares ir nor , butTovesirt ; The World loves bis 
_ 69%#e, Tajrh Chriſt: 70h. 15.297 and fodorh a wice 
"Ked man hisfinne; more- than 'any goed, which is 
+ ty : } —_ 
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Davids Character ; Pſal. 52.3. | 
And thirdly,what 1s a mans own, he nouriſheth 
and cheriſherh;Therefore Eph.5.19.No man hates 
his ovvone fleſh,but loveth it, and chersſheth it 3 So 
doe men their finnes, when they are their owne. 
T:oſe great and rich oppreffors; lam.y .5. are ſaid 
to nouriſh their bearts in vvantonneſſe; & inplea- 


ſure ; as in @ day of ſlaughter ;, as living upon the 


Creame of ſinning, and having ſuch plenty ; rhey 
pick out none bur the ſweeteſt birs ro nouriſh their 
hearts wiihall. | | | 
./ So what a man provides for,that is his own: 
So fayes the Apoſtle, 4 man that provides not for bis 
ovone,is vworſe,&c When therefore men make 
provirion for the fleſh;as the phraſe is;Rom.13.14; 
have their Caterers and conrrivers of their luttzand 
whoſe chieteſt care isevery morning , what plea» 


ſures of finne they have thar day ro be enjoyed; ir 


15 a Ggne thar their fins are their owne. 

Ina word; when men live in finne;'t is fhe ex- 
preflion uſed ; x Tim.5.6. She thar lives in plea- 
ſure,is dead while ſhe lives. When the revenewes 
of the comforr of mens lives come in, from the 
pleaſares of finne; and that ſupplies them wirh all 


thole neceſlaries that belong to life; As when *r is 
"their element they drinke 1+ like woater ; their 
"mear,rthey eate the bread of wickedneſfſe: Pro. 1.7. 


and it goes downe,and troubleth then nor ; Their 
fleepe allo, they cannor fleepe till rhey have done 


or contrived ſome miſchicfe,ver.16. Their appa= 
'rell; as when violence and opprefion covers them 
 a5agarment ,'and pride compaſſerhthem as a 


chaine :Pſal,73.their recreation alſo;lt is a paſteme 


* for a foole to doe wickedly,hee makes ſport & brag 
ha 1 8 | ; of 
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ot ir;Prov. 10.23, -yea their health, being fick and 
di{coarented; when their Juſt are not ſatisfied , as 
Ahab was tor Naboths vineyard; Ammon grevv leane 
when he could nor enjoy his Paramore. a 

All theſe, as they live in their fins here, and ſo 
are:dead whileſt they live , and ſo are miterable, 
making rhe greateſt evil] rheir chiete{t good ; Sw 
when they come rodie { as wee all mutt doc one 
day; and how ſoone, and how ſuddenly we know 
nor -; we carry our ſ{oules, our precious loules, as 
precious water ina brittle glafle , ſoone cracked, 
and then we are /þilt like wwater , vuhich none can 
Suther up againe;2 Sam.14 I4; or bur asa candle 
ina. paper lanthorne; in clay walls, full of cranyes; 


often bur a littlecold comes in , and blowes the 


candle out;) and then, withour a through change 


of heart be fore,wrought from all ſinne,ro all god- 


linefle,they will dze in their ſinnes. And all,;and the 
urmoſt of all miſerie is ſpoken in that one word; 


. and therefore Chriſt-, when he would ſumme up 
all miſeriesjn one egpretiion , tells: the Phariſees ; 
they ſhould de-in7 their fins;loh.$.28. —=" | 


'Vſe. 2.And let us confider further:rbatif finne be 


'rhus 'above: meaſure finfull , that Hel that fol- 


lovvcth death.,is then likewiſe above meaſure fear- 


full. . And fo ir is intimated ro bee a puniſhmenr 


vmuthout meaſure [er.3O.T I. compared with Iſa. 
27. Puniſh them'as'1 puniſh thee (ayes God to 


his owne) bur {vwill punsſh thee in meaſure, And 


indeed , finne being committed againſt God the 


. King of Kings; it. can never be-puniſhed enough. 


Þur as the killing ofaKing , is amongſt men a 


.| | crime 1o hainous , that no rortures.can exceed the 
\ delerr of ir:we uie iO lay,all eorments are too litlez 


any 


+ 
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any death to good for ſuch'a crinie. Now pectatum 
eſt. Dei=cidiumgas | laid before, a deſtroying God - 


as much as in us lies; And therefore none bur God 

bimfelſe can'give it a full puniſhment ; Therefore 

it iscalled afalling into Gods hands , Heb. xo.it. 
which,as he ſayes there,is fearfull. For it his breath 
blowes us to deſtru@ion, lob 4.9.for we are bur duſt 

keaps; yea bis nod, he nods to deſtruftion. Pſal.8o. 

x6. then whar is the weight of his ramds , even 

of thoſe hands ; which ſpan the Heavens,and hold 
the Earth in the hollow of them 3 And it Got rake 
it into bis hands to puniſh, he will be ſure ro do une? 
ro the full, Sine « mans worke,and puniſhment #- 
Gods, and God will ſhew himſelfe as perfett in hu 
ovorke,cf man in hs. : 

If tinne be malum' Catholicum,as Rath been ſaid, 
thatcontaines all evilsin ir ;5 Then the pumſhmenr 
God will inflict , ſhall be malum Catholicum alſo; 
conraining in ir all miſeries; Ic is a cup full of mix= 


turelo called, Pſal.75.$. as into which God harkt 


ſtrained the quinreſſence of all miſertes, andrhe 


wicked of the earrh muſt drinke the dregges ofir, 


thoughir beerernity unto the borrome. And ifone 


| Giideſerves a Hell, a puniſhment above meaſure, 
What will millions of millions doe ? And we reade 
that eyery finne ſhall receive ajuſt compence; 


Heb.z. 3: Oh ler us then rake heed of dying in our 


finnes,and therefore of living in them; for we ſhal 
lien priſon rill wee have pant rhe very urmoſt far= 
.thing. And therefore i 


ofit will nor eng&der anſwerable appretientioris of 


7. itin you, (rhis being bur painting'the road , which 


you car looke upon, and handle without -affright= 
mZc)I with that if without diger you could bur lay 
ye; | C _ your 


all rhis'thar I have ſaid 
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33 _ MApgravatiow- of linne, 
your eares to Hell, thar ſtanding asir were behind | 
the ſkreene,you might heare lin ſpoken of in its þ 
owne dialect by the oldeſt ſonnes of perdirion | 
there, ro heare wiar C ain ſayes of murthering his 
brother 4bel;Whar San! of his perſecuting David, | 
and the Prielts of lehovab; What Balaam & Achi- 
hn ſay of:their curſed counſels-and policies ; | 
What 4hab.ſayes of his opprefiion of Naborh;whar | 
Tudas of treaſon; and heare what expreflions they | 
have, with w har horrors, yellings, groanes,diſtraCe 
tons., the leaſt finne is there ſpoken off, If God *! 
ſhould rake any mans ſoule here , and as he rap | 
His,into the third-Heavens,where he faw grace in | 
Irs fulleſt brighrnefſe; So carry any ones ſoule' into | 
thoſe Chambers of death,as Salomon calls them,and | 
leading him through all, from chamber ro cham- # 
ber,ſnew-him the viſions of darkneſic,'and he there | 
heareall thoſe bedlames cry out,one of this finne, | 
' another of rhar,and ſee ſinne as 'ir lookes in-Hell ! | 
Bur there.is one aggravation more of the evill and | 
miſery ſinne brings upon men , I bave nor ſpoken | 
of yer, thatir blinds their eyes,and hardens their | 
hearts, that they doe nor ſee,nor lament their mi- | 
ſery,rill they-be in Hellzand then ir is roo late. | 
_  Pſe 3. Butwhar, doth finne ſo exceed in finful- 
neſfle, and is the yenome of it boyled up to ſuch a} 
height of miſchiefe, thar there ſhould be no name 
in Heavenand.Earth able ro grapple with it, and F 
deſtroy ir? Is there no antidore , no balme in Gi=f| 
-Jead more ſoyeraigne , than ir is deadly 2 Snrely 
.yes, God-would never have ſuffered fo potenr and 
. malicious anenemy ro have fet foot in his domi-| 
nions, but that he knew how.to conquer ir,and that 
not by puniſhing ofir only in Flel}, but by deftroy-| 
> 10g Es 
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Hs Aggravation. of frane; 19- 
ing it : Qnly ir 15 to porent for allthe crearuresto 
, encounter with. This victory is alone referved. 
) for Chri/t, ir candie by no other hand,thar he may 
. | haverhe glory of it ; which therefore is the topof 
+ of his glory, as mediator,and his higheſt title,the 
.? 3 memory ot which hee beares written .in his name 
2 JESVS, for be ſhall ſave bs people from their finne; 
| Mat. 21. And therefore the Apoſtle Paul , his - 
2 chiefeſt Herauld , proclaimes this victory with a 
2; World of ſolemniry and rtinmph ; 1 Cor.xg. 56. 
+ Oh aeath, where us thy fling? Oh grave, where 1s 
1 thy vittary? The ſting of death is ſiune, the Ftrength 
- of ſinne zs the Law : But thankes he to God that, 
1 gives us the vittery through our Lord Feſus Chriſtz 
d 7 Which yer againe addes ro the Demonſtration of 
: the ſinfulneſic of it ; For the ſtrength of finne was 
 fuch , tharhke Gol:iabit would have defied the 
} whole hoſt of heayen and earth. 1t was not poſſible 
* | th: blood of Bulls and goats ſh1uld take away finne. 
{ Heb.10.4. nor would the riches of the world , or 
nf} rhe blood of men have beene a ſufficient .ranſome: 
heir | Wu the Lord be pleaſed with Rivers of Ole? ſhall 
mi" # 1 give my firſt borne for my tranſgreſſion Þ No(ſayes 
"6-1. #8 P<)rhere js no proportion; tor thy firlt borne is bur 
1" | the fruitofthy body, and finne 1s the ſinne of thy 
ch a f ſfoule; Mzch. 6.7. It mult coſt more to regeeme a 
ame # ſoule than ſo;Pſal.49 9. .No , couldeſt rhou bring 
and | . rivers of reares,in ſtead of rivers of oyle ;. Which 1 
| Gi=P anything were like to pacific God , yet are they 


rey  'burthe excrements of thy braines; bur linne is the 
hack . we could eyer doe, .cannort make amends for one 


ml innes for luppoſeſrparieſy. when aSyet it is-bur 
WP OO 2 "dang, 
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20' . Agyravation of fine. 

aunig, Mal.2.3, and a menſtruow cloath, yet thou 
oweltiralrcady as thou art aCreature ; and one 
debr cannor pay another. 1t then wee !hould goe 

a begging ro All, the Angels, who never ſinned, ler 
them lay all their ſtock rogether, it would begger 
rhemcall to pay for one ſinne; No, it is not the mee Þ 
rit of Angels will doe it; for finne 1s the tranſgreſ.. | 
fion,the deſtruction of the Law,Pſal:109.r.and to | 
rhe leaſt lomis more worth than HedFEn ; and all © 
that rs*therem. ©. Sy - 
_- Onely,, though iu be thus unconquerabſly finfull 7 
by all creared powers, ir hath not gone beyond the | 


price that-Chriſt bath paidtor ir,the Apoſtle com. | 
paresrto.this very purpoſe, {inne & Chriſts righte- 7 
, ouſnefle togerher, Rom.5.15.20, _ *T istrve,ſaves | 
he,thar ſinne abonnds,and thar one ſinne, +6 wigex- | 
reuc,and inſtanceth in Adams ſinne, which ftainerh | 
all mens natures to the end ofthe world;yer ſayes | 
hee, the gifc of righteopſneſle by Chriſt abounds } 
much more:abounds ro flowing over 57:;gerabruere 
fayes the Apoſtle, x Tim, 7.14. as the ſea dorh a- 
.boye mole-hills, Malach. 1.14. Though ſteric | 


It would undoe all the Angels ; yer Cirifts riches 

are unfearchable, Eph.3.8. hee hath tuckiticHes of 

merit, as are able to pay all thy debtsthe very firſt 
day -ofthy mariage with him , though thou hadfſt | 
| beene a finner millions of yeares, afore the 'creas | 
- tion of this day; and when that is done, there is en- | 
. *:ough left ro purchaſe thee more grace and glory | 

«than all rhe Angels have in Heaven: In a'word, he 

* is able to fave tothe utmoſt, all thar'come to God 
* by him, Heb. 7.5.ler their finnes be what rhey wil. | 

-  Burthen we muſt come rohim; and ro God by # 

him, afwd3ake him as our Lord & King, and _ | 
Sos and | 
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Aggravation of ſinne: 21 


| and Huſband, es he is freely tendered, we rniiſt be. 


made one with him, and have our hearrs divorced 
from all our finnes for ever. And why not now 8 
Doe we yer looke for another Chriſt ? and to al- 
lude ro is, as Naoms ſaid to Ruth, is there yet any 
more ſonnes in my wombe,thar they may be your 


2 Huſbands? So fay I ,, Harh God any'more ſuch 


ſonges ? Or. js nor this Chriſt good enough 2 Or 
are we afraid of being happy to ſoone , in being 


2 married ro him ? 


Bur yer if we will have Chriſt indeed ( withour 


; whom we are undone) how ſhall we then continue 
; Infinne,' which is thus aboye-meaſure finfull > No 
not in one. TheApoftle ſpeaks there in the liguage 
; of impoſſibility & inconftancie. :- Chriſt, and-the 
7 raigne of one linne,they cannorftand rogether. ' 


And indeed, we will nor fo mnch as take Chriſt, 


Z unrill firſt wee have ſeene more or leſſe this viſion 
! here,andinne _— ro us,as to him,above mea=- 
{ ſureſin{ull;narurall 


rally we flight it and make a mock 
of, and accounr ir precifeneſſe- ro ſtick and make 
conſcience of ir; bur if once ſinne thus appearesto 


| any bur in its owne colours , thar man will Jooke 


upon the leaſt finne then,as upon Hell ir ſel'e; and 
like a man affrighted, feare in all his wayes, leaft 
he thould meer with finne , and ſtarts ar the very 


Z appearance of it; Hee weepes if finne doe bnr ſee 
| him, and he doe bur fee it in himſelfe and orkers, 

and cryes our as Joſeph did , How ſball I doe this 

& &linne? and then a man will make out for Chnit, 


as 2 condemned man for life; as a man thar canno 
longer live,oh give me Chriſt,or elſe I die;& rhen 


E if upon this Chriſt appears to him,& maniteſts him 
@ {elf;as his promiſe 15 to rhe rhar (8ek him, fob, r4.2» 
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22 | - IHHggravation of linne. 
His heart rhereupon will much more deteſt and 
loathe ir: He ſaw ir evill afore, bur chen it comes 
ro have a new tincture added, which makes it in- 
finirely more finfull in his eyes; for he rhen lookes | 
upon eyery finne as guilry of Chriſts bloud, as dyed 
with it, ' though eovered by it. ; the grace of God ap= 
pearing , teacheth ws to deny all ungodlines and 
worldly luſts. The love of Chriſt conſtraines him. 
Thinkes he ',, Shall | live in thar for which Chrift | 
died ? Shall thar be my life, which was his death? þ 
Did he thar never knew-ſinne; undergoe the tor- | 
ment for it ; and ſhall I be ſo unkind as to enjoy * 
the pleaſure of 11? No;bur as David when he was | 
very thirſtie, & had waret of rhe well of Bethlecm | 
brought him, with the hazard of mens lives, pow- | 
red ir onthe grouud ;. for ſayes heez 1t x the blood 
of theſe men ; So ſayes hee, even wnen the cup of 
pleaſures 1s at his very lips ; Ir coft the blood of 
Chriſt, and ſo powrs ir upon the'ground. | And as 
the love of Chrift conftraines him,ſfo the power of 
Chriſt doth change him. Kings may pardon 
Irayrors ,.' but they cannot change their hearts; 
Bur Chriſt pardons none , he doth nor make new 
crearures,and all old things paſic away, becauſe he 
makes them friends, favourites to live with, and 
delighr in;and if men put on Chriſt, and bave lear- fi 
ned bim, as the truths in Jeſus, they put off as con® | 
cernygng the former > ated rh the cld man, with 
. the deceitfull Iufts ; and he ceaſeth from ſinne, thar 
. bs,from the courſe of any knowne 6n:They are the 
| Apoſtles owne words, which ſhall judge us; and if 
we {ſhould exſfpect ſalvation from him upon any 
orher termes, we are deceived;tor Chriſt z author 
of ſalvation tothem only that obey him ; a 
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OF SINMNI NG 
Againft Knowledge, 


the a" —— ow 


ROM. 1.21. 


! Becauſe that when they knew God, they plorified 


bim not as God, neither were thankful, bus. he- 
came vaine in their imaginations, and their foo. 


liſh keart was dathned, 


Here are two generall aggravations the A» 

poſtle inliſts on, 18 theſe rwo Chapters of the 
Genres {infulneſſe : Firſt , their unthank fulneſſez 
ver. 21. in defpiſing the riches of Goas goodneſoez 
Chap.2.4. Secondly;of Rebellion, intinning againſt 
knowledge: That when they knew him, they glorified 
himinot-as God, And of all other , he inculcarerh 


' this of linning againk{ knowledge, as the greareſft; 


for bringing in a long,large, and particular indicte»- 
menrtot many ſeyerall finnes, ido/atry;ver. 23. un 
naturall uncleanneſſe;per,26.@c. and all hands of 
unrighteouſneſſe;zver.29. hee doth both inthe be= 
ginning and end of the bill, bring in this aggravas 
r10n, that they ſinned againit knowledge in al theſe. 
So ver. 1i$. hee beginsthe indictment and promul- 
gation of Gods wrath above all for this. , rhar they 
wpith-held the truth inunrighteduſneſſe; which was 
as all char unrighteouſneſfle commirred, bare]y in 
it tele conlidercd 5 And then againcip the end, 
C2cll C 4 when 


\. b : 


24 . erfgprayation> of finning 

when he comes ro pronounce ſentence, he comes 

$1 wigh this, after all particulars had beene recko- 

ned up; Who knowing the judgement of God agaznſt 
. thoſe vubich doe ſuc things, yet doe them. 

D28. So rhar this Do&rine js cleare from hence, 
Thar to ſinne againſt knowledge,cither in omirting 
good duries., which wee know wee ought to per- 

orme , or commtrring of ſinnes wee know wee 
oughr nor to doe, 1s the higheſt Aggrayation of 
fintulnefle;'* Ra actor vr,” | 

. T pur bothin both fignes of omifijon apd com- 
miſſion : for ſo che particular ſinnes the Gentzles 
are raxe( for here,are of both ſorts : as not glori- 
Hing or vvorſhipping God, as well as tuning by » 

lory into a ze, Gc, to mir prayer,when your con- 
Niences rell you, you ought ro doe it: to omit holy 
diſcourſe, examining the hearr ', when you know 

70u ought to doe them, are as well finnes againſt 
Lnowlelge,es rotel a lie againſt your knowledge, 
or as to ſteale & forſweare, or murdet ,-or be 
drank T0099 170 ooh $06 5 
Now, when I ſay, ir isan aggravariqnto theſe 
»{ Ffinnes, my meanisg is this : That rake any finne 
7 thou rhinkeſt moſt groſſe,and view ir barely in the 
aCt of t,pur-thea&t nakedly in the one ſcale, be ir | x 
A nndv! wncteannelle;or drunkenneſfſe; and then | { 
pur this eircumſtance whichwas added ro ir in the 
ſcale , thar before and when'thou diddeft ir, thou 
 kneweft it ro be a finne, this alone weighs as much, | r 
yea more then the ſinne it ſelfe doth : rhat as 11s | 1 
ſaid of Herod'; that hee added this ro all his other | } 
} 
: 


m- 6a, kn ft 2 = >. it wn ot 


Fa nat 


finnes, that he caſt 7oþz in priſon, who rold him:of 

his. Herodias;,afhd ſo is made as mnch as all his for- 

met linnes-;-f0.is this brought inhiere, thar in and 
GT PD unto | 


|lelwinhrhisin the Texr. 
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Againit Knowledge, 24 
unto al their unrighreouſneſie, this was added,they 
with-held rhe truth; the light of their conſciences 
(which is as a Prophet from God, rhey did impri- 
ſow in unrighteouſneſſe, vgr.x$. And therefore 
when Daniel would convince Balſhazzar of his 
deſervcdnefle ro loſe bis Kingdam, & rthar he was 
notable to hold weight in the hallance, Dan.5.22. 
whar purs he into the other ſcale againſt him to 
weigh him up , and ro thew he was too /ipht,ver. 
21.222 He tels him how his fatber knew the God 


- | of Heaven, and how thathis knowledge coſt him 


tevenyearesrhe learning among wild beaſts, and 

thou (ayes he) his ſonne kneweſt all this, and yer 

did{t not humble, thy ſelfe. Here is the aggraya= 

tion weighsdowne all; He knew the God ofHeas 
ven,againſt whom he finned , and rhat judgement 
on his Father for his pride;and then withall he tels 
him, that this God, in whoſe hands is thy brearh, 
and all thy wayes,thou haſt nor glorifyed. I name 

this place ameng many orhers;becanſe iris paral= 
le name no more; bur 
give Reaſons & Demonſtrations for it. 

h Firſt, Demonſtrations. . 

The grearneſle of rhis kinde of. finning mighr 
many wayes be made appeare, we will demon- 
ſtrate ir onely by comparing it with other kinds 
of 'finning. 

- Tofinne, though our of ſimple ignorance, when 
that ignorance is but the cauſa ſine qua non of. fin= 
ning, that is, ſo as if a man had knowneir a fin, he 
had nor done ir,doth not yet make the fact nor ro 
be'a finne, though ir lefſeneth it, For Luke 12.48. 
Herhart did not know his Maſters will; was beaten, 
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26  Hggravation of inning 


. when the thing commitred was worthy of ftripes, 


though he did not know ſo much;becauſe the thing 
deſerves 1t.. And the reaſon is, becauſe rhe Law 
being oncepromulged ; as I. to Adam it was, and 

ut into. his. bearr ., as rhe common ark of mane 
kinde; Thoughrke Tables be loft , yer our igno« 
rarcedorth not make the Law of none effect. For 
the Law of nature for ever binds; rthar is, all rhar 
was writtenin Adams heart, becauſe it was there=- 
by then publiſhed in him, and ro him for us. Bur 
—_ Lawes,as I may call them, asro beleeve mm 

briſt,&c. a new delivered, bind nor,bur where 
they are publiſhr. 7oſfiab rent his clothes , when 
the booke of the Law was found, becauſe the Or» 
dinances were not kept , although rhey had nor 
knowne the Law of many yeares;yet becauſe rhey 
ought to have knowne it , therefore for all their 
ignorance, he feared wrath would come upon all 


Iſrael, So alſo Lev.F.17. finnes of ignorance | 


were to be ſacrificed for ; yet however , it leile- 


neth che finne,therefore he ſhal/be beaten vvith | 


few ſtripes. © 


And jure, if ignorance lefſeneth them, know- 


ledge aggravates ; For contrariorum eadem eſt ra- 
t0-: Therefore he that knowes, ſ hall be beaten with 


many ſtripes.” Yea {uch difference is there , that - 
God is {ad to vvink ar fins of ignorance, As 17. 


30.The time of thy ignorance God winks at. Whiles 
they had no knowledge, God tooke no norice;z 
yea and he abates ſomething for ſuch finnes , be- 
caule the Creature hath a Cloake, hath ſomerhing 
ro lay for itsſelfe ;* ( as Chrilt ſayes; oh. 19422.) 
bur when againſt knawledge, they have no cloak. 


Yea farther, Cbr:f? makes a linne of ignorance - 
A x 


> 2d ae aw iaovavao a= ”»,m;.,.£..© > io/o0c@QC.voco Tc co.cc oc. a cc cce.,srq ee es Ce a eee Oo 


 whar is it that ſhou 
+ tance? Is+t not his knowledge ? Now it that had 


Againſt Knowleage, 27 


be no finne, in. compariſon. ; So there , If Ihad 
not ſpoken and done thoſe wworkes never man did, 


they had [nofinne.} (Tharis) none in compariſon, 


bur n0w they have no Cloak ,, no ſhelter to award 
the ſtripes,or plea to abare of them. | : 

And that you may lee the ground of this vaſt 
difference berweene linnes of ignorance , and a- 
gainlt knowledge,confider firft,thar ita man finne 
({uppole the act the ſame)our of ;gnorance meer- 
ly , there may be a ſuppoſition , thatif hee had 
knowne it,he would nor haye done it ;and that as 
ſoone as he doth know it, he would or might re- 


penr of ir. - So I.Cor. 2.8. If they had knowne, 


they bad not crucified the Lord of Glory. The 
like ſayes Chriſt of Tyre,Sidon,& Gomorrah, thas if 
the ſame things had beene done in them , they 


would have repented. Burt now when a man 


knowes itafore , and alſo confiders it in the yery 


' committing-.it , and yer doth it, then there is no 


roome for i{uch a FoppoRnds.agd lefſe hope. For 
d reduce this man to repen- 


no power to keepe him from his finne, thenir may 
be judged, that ir will nor be of force ro bring him 
ro repentance for it ; for by finning rhe hcarr is 


' made more hard, and the knowledge and the au- 


thority of ir weakned andleflened ,as al power is, 


when contemned and reſifted,. Rom. 1. 2x. Their 


fooliſh heart becomes darker. Ariſtotle himlelfe 
hath a touch of this notion in the rhird of his E- 
thicks,that if a man ſinne our of i9norance,when he 


- knowes it,he repenrs of it; if.our of paſſiron, when 
the paſſion is over , hee is ſorry for what he hath 


done : bur when a man finnes deliberately , and 
| | Our 
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28 Aegravet 0n of finning 


; out of knowledge,ir isa figne he is fixed and ſetin 
/ miſchiefe; and therefore it is counted wickedneſſe 
; and malice. And hence it is, that rhoſe that have 
| Eeene enlighened with rhe higheſt kind of lighr, 

— burtharoflaving ee Heb-C.4-5. and Heb. 16. 

If they finne wilfully after ſuch a knowledge ot rhe 
truth ; God lookes' on them, as thoſe thar will ne- 
ver repent. Aad therefore likewiſe rhe ſchoole 


I'LL eyes this asthe reaſon why the Devills finne ob= 


inarely,and cannot repent , becauſe of their tull 
knowledgethey finne with ; they know all inrhe 
fall latitude rhar it may be knowne, and yer goe 


| Secondly , the vaſt difference that in Gods ac+ 
countis pur betweene Jinnes of knowledge, and of 
ignorance,will appeare by the different reſpect and 
regard thatGod hath-torhem,in the repentice he 
requires and accepts for them x; and rhar both in 
the acts ofrepentance, & alſo in theftare of grace 
and repentance,upon which God acceps a man,or 
for want of which he rejecterh him; 
Firſt, when a mancomes to performe the acts 
of repentance, and ro humble himlelfe tor finne, 
and to rurne from it, God exacterh nor,thar fins of 


ipnorance {ſhonld particularly be repented of. Bur 


if they be repenred of bur in thegenerall, in the 
Tumpe, be they never ſo great, Goa acceprs it. This 
is inrimared, Pſal,19.12. Who cair underſtand bi 
erronr *- cleanſe me from my ſecret ſinnes: that was 
| confefdion enough. Burſinnes of knowledge muſt 
; beparrticularly repenred off, and confeſſed ; and 
' thar againeand againe , as David was forced for 
his murder and adultery , or a man ſhall never 
have pardon. Yeafarther, greater difteregce will 
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appeare,in'regard of the ſtare ofgrace and repen= 
rance : for a man may lye in a tinne he doth nor 
know to be a linne,and yer be in the ſtate of Grace 
as the Parriarchs in Pol:gamie , and in divorcing: 
thetr wives > Bur-ro lye un a finne of knowledge, 1s 
not Eo:mpatible »vich grace .: but unlefle a man 
mainraineth a conſtant tighr againſt it , haterh it, 


confeſlerh tt, forſaketh it, hee cannot have mercy. 


This eannor ſtand wil uprighrneſle ofheart. A 
friend may keepe correſpondencie with one , hee 
ſuſpects nor to be anenemy uato his friend , and 
be rrue to his friendihip notwithſtanding: Burithe 
knowes him to be an enemy , he muſt breake ut« 
rerly with the one,if he leanes to the other. 
Thirdly, yer farther in the third place, fo valt is 


the difference, thar ſome kind of fins commirred 
our of & againſt knowled ge, utterly exclude from 


mercy for time rocome;which done our of ignd- 
rance, remained capable of,, and might have of» 
rained 1t- ; as perſecuting the Saints, blaſphemin 

Cbriſt,&c, Pauls will was as much in thoſe a&ts 
themſelves, and as hearty as thoſe thar fin againf{t 
the HolyGhoſt;zfor he was mad againit the Church, 
and in theſe fins,as himſelfe fayes, not finning wil- 
lingly berein only, bur being carried on with fury, 
as hot & as forward as the PFeriſees thar fined that 
linne:onely ſayes he,r Tim. 1.23.1 didit ipnorante 


ty,therefore [obtained mercie. Though it was ignoe : 
-rantly done,yer there wasneed of mgrcie: but yet | 


in thar he'didir burignoramcly,tbere was a capaci- 
ty & place for mercie, which otherwiſe had nor 


beene. But rhusto fin aſter & men bath receroed the | 
; knowledge of the truth, thurs a man out tro mercy, 
' Heb,10.and there i no more ſacrifice for ſun, for ſuc 


fins; 
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1 ſay, ſuch fines as theſe, thus directly againſt the. 
Goſpel, when committed with knowledge, For: 


fins againſt the Law , though againſt knowledpe, | 


there was an atonement;as appearesLevit.6.from 


the x. verſe ro tne $. where hee inftancerh in fore |; 


ſwearing. Bur to perſecute the Saints,and Chriſt s 
truth with maliceatter knowledge of it, there s #10 
more ſacrifice : Nor that imply the fin is 1o grear 
in.the act irſelfe of perſecution, for 'Paul did it out 
of ignorance; bur becaule it is out of knowledge; 


{ovaſt adiffetence dorh knowledge , & ignorance | 


pur berweene rhe ſame finne. 


And therefore indeed;to conclude thisin the laſt 4 


place;rhis is the higheſt ftep of rhe ladder;nexr ro 
rurning off: rhe veryhigheſt bur char of finning 
againſtrhe Holy Ghoſt :which muſt :needsargue it 
the _—_— aggravation of finning.wheniralcends 
{o high ; whenir bcings a man ro the brinck ; and 
nexrtorfalling intothe botromleſſepir ;::irrecove- 


rably:.i\\And therefore ro finne-preſumpruouſly | 


{whichis all one ) and to finne againſt knowledge; 
av appeares Numb. 15 26.27. 2829.30. it being 
there oppoſed ro finning our of ignorance; {(luch a 
finne:as David did,:of whom it is ſaid; &:Sam. 12. 
9.thathe deſpiſed the-word ofthe. Lord: Which 
phraſe alſo isuſed ro expreffe finnes of-preſump- 


-tion,ver.31.0f that x5:of Numbers: To linne; [| 
-fay,preſumpruouſly is the-bigheſt ſtep ; :So'in Da-|, 
vids account \Pſal.29,12.13. For firſt he prayes : | \ 


Lord keepe me from ſecret ſinnes, (Which he maketh 


finnsof 1gnorance) &then.next he prayes againſt | 
_prefſumptitous finnes , ( which, as the oppoſition - 
thewes, are ſinnes againſt knowledge: ): For (ſayes| * 
he) ft they get dominton over mel ſhall norbeef - 


free 


t are 
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| free from [char grear offence.] Thar is; thar un- 
pardonable finne, which thall never be forgiven; ſo 
| astheſe are neereſt it of any other ; '-yernot ſo, as 


that every one that fals into ſuch a finne commits 


| ic, bur he 1s nigh ro ic,arthe nexrſtegtoir. For ro 


commit thar finne , bur rwo things 'are required; | 
Light in the mind, and Malice inthe heart:notma- * 
lice alone,unlefle there be Light ; for then thar A 
poſtle had finned ir;So'as knowledge is the Parent 


.of tt , it is after receiving the knowledge of the 


truth; Heb.10 27.28. 


Thele are the Demonſtrations of it, the Reaſons 


_ Firſt, becauſe knowledge of God and his wayes, 
is he greateſt mercie, next ro ſaving grace : 'Hes 
hath not dealt [fo] with every Nation. Whereind 
in giving the knowledge of his waye:; And as it is 
thus, ſoto anation, ſo roa Man ; And thereiore, 


| Chriſt ſpeaking of the gift of knowledge , and gis 
.ving the reaſon why it ſo greatly condemneth, 


L uke 12.48. fayes; For ro whom |mucb] 1s given, | 
much is required. As if hce had faid, To know 
his Maſters will , thar is the grear Talenr of all 0- 
ther, Theres a [much] in that. Thus: wasin 
the Heathens efteeme allo ; They acknowledged 
their fooliſh wiſedome in morall and narurall Phi- 


|- loſophie, their greareſt excefencie:: And therefore 
\ Plato thank*'d God for three thing s; That he was a 
\man,an Arthenian,and a Philoſopher. And Rom.r. 
22. the. Apoſtle mentions ir -as that excellencie 
'They did profefle. And Salomon,ofall yanirites ſfayes 
"This is the beſt yaniry, and thar ut exceeds folly, as 
'lighr'dorh darknefſe; Eccleſ.2. . 'Bur' ſure] 

"more i- the knewledge of rhe Law and of 


much 
God,as 
we 


we have ir revealed to us;this muſt needs be much | ! 
more excellent. And fo the Tewes eſteemed © 
theirs;As in this ſecond Chapter of the Romanes, | © 
*the Apoſtle ſhewesalſo of them , thar they made |iff ! 
their boaſt of the Law & their form of knowledge of , 
it,and approving the things that. are excellent. and | \ 
what doe the two great books of rhe creatures;& | } 
the word and. all meanes elic ſerve for , but to tn- }} * 
creaſe knowledge ? 1f therefore all rend to this, & ! 
this is then the geateſt mercie of all the reſt. \ 
For ſecotidly; God hath appointed knowledge |} \ 

as rhe immediate guide of men in all their wayes, | * 
ro briug them tO ſalvation and repentance, for to: | - 

' that it leads them. Ftisthatſame ws iynudrixer, as | 
I 

( 

c 

f 

' 
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the Philoſopher calf d it: and rheretorc ihe Law, þ 
: Rom.7.1.2. 15 compared to an Hxsband, (lo tarre Þ 
as itis writtenin,or revealed ih the heart) tharas |} 
.an Husband s the guide of the vvife in ber zoutb,lo || 
i5the Law tothe heart. And, whereas beaſts are || 
.ruled by a bit aud bridle 3 God .hee rutes men by 
knowledge: And-therefore if men be wicked, 
notwithftanding this light , -rliey mult needs finne 
. ighly,ſeeing there is no other curbe for them, as 
; they are men, but this if he will deale with them as 
/ men, This is the onely way ; and therefore if thar | 
.will nor doe 1t,itis ſuppoied nothing will. 
- It is Knowledge makes men capable omleggei i 


| beaſt 3 are nor ;. therefore the more knowledge fif 
men be wicked withall) the more ſinne mult tie» 
-ceſſarily be reckoned to them; So as God doth nor 
ſimply lcooke what.mens actions & affections are; 
but chiefiy what their kuowledge is , and accor-. 
divgly judgeth men more or lefſe wicked. I may Þ * 
illuſtrate this by that compariſon; which | may wy 
> | 5 lude 


4 
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lude unto:Thar as in Kingdomes, God meaſures our 
the wickednelle rhereoft,and fo his puniſhment ac= 
cordingly , principally , by the guides,the gover« 


nors thereof, whar they are , and what they doe z 
As in the 5.of /eremze , the 4. verle it.appearess 


| where firſt God lookes upon the — people, but, 


he excuſerh rhem , theſe ares fooliſh, and know not 
the woay of the Lord ; and therefore God woul4 


! have beene moyed to, ſpare, the Kingdome , not=- 
# withſtanding rheir ſinnes. Bur from them ar the F. 

| yerſe,he goes to view the Rulers, I vwill get me to 
| thegreat men, for theſe have knowne the vvay of the 
| Lord; and when be {aw.thar theſe had broken the 


2 


| bands, then, how ſball I pardon thee for thu? So is 


itin his judgment towards a particular man; when 


| God lookes downe upon a man,and ſees him in his 


courſes exceeding looſe, and wicked, he looks firſt 
upon thoſe rude affections in him , which are uns 
cleane,profane,debauchr,greedy of al wickednes; 
Ay bur ſayes he , rheſe are fooliith of rhemſelves; 


I but I will looke upon his underitanding , and upon 


the ſuperiour faculries , which are rhe guides of 
theſe affections, and ſee whar they dictate ro theſe 
unruly atfections,ro reftraine them; And when hee 


$ finds that the guides themſelves are enlightned, & 


have knowne the vvay of the Lord, and thar rhe will 
and the affections, though informed with much 
knowledge , yet break all bands,then how ſhall [ 
pardon thee? Thee,who art a knowing drunkard, 6c 
a knowing unclean perſon,&c.1o as thus ro fin,ag 

gravates & maketh ſin 01t of meaſure ſinful. 
Now, that knowledge & reaſon is a mans guide, 
will further appeare by this : That even erronenus 
knowledge dorh pur an obligation, a bond, and a /ye 
; s upon 
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34 Agpravation of ſinning 


npon a manzwhich can be in no other reſpect, bur | n 
becauſe knowledge is appointed ro bee a mans | W 
guide.Thus if aman rhinkes athing(which is in it= } 0d 
leife common and indifferent)to be a ſinne,and for- | 15 
bidden, (as Rom.14.4.) although the Law forbids } fi 
It nor, yet to him it 5 uncleane , though in Chriſt it 4 fi 
1 not uncleane,chat is,by the Law of Chriſt. For, ; tl 
this is knowledge and judgement of the thing 4 E 


hath to. him the force of a Lavy : Forit propounds | ti 


Iitto bim aa Lavv,and as from God; which reaſon } b 
, of hx, God hath appointed as his immediate guide; | 4 
+ andrhe.vv#/ is ro follow nothing rhar is evi/,which 7 tl 
is repreſented to it,as evill; This the Law of meere |} fc 
Nature in all conditions; Therefore if a man ſhould } 1 
doe an action which isin it ſel: good, if he thought 4 


it tO be evil], he ſhould finne , and foe contra, for : 
he goes againſt rhe diCtare of nature. So thar er- 
roneos knowledge.though againſt the Law, 1s a law |; 
#0 me , Taough not per ft, yet per accidens. Now ; 
therefore if ro goe againſt a falſe light of con 
ſcience beyeta finne , though it proves that the 
commandement allowes the thing was done, and 
was for ir, then to goe againſt rhe true light of rhe 
Law;how ſiniul is i1?Apaine, thirdly,the knowledg 
of the Law binds the perſon 1o much the more'to 
obediece,by how much the more he knowes ir;So 
as though it would be a finne,when he knowes not}? 
the Law to tranſgrefle it, yet when he knowes it,itÞ 
5 a grearer finne. *Tisrrue indeed , that Con- 
O_ and the Lavv., when they meer, tnake up 
ur one I.avv,not trwo diftindt Lawes ; and there 
fore in ſinning againſt knowvledge , though a manſy 
dork nor commit two diſtinCt finns, yet the knows 
ledge of it doth adde a further degree of _ ” 
De 


Againſt Knowledges 3s 
neſſe toit: Asacloath is the ſame cloath when iris 
white , thatitwas when it is dyed with a ſcarler 
dye,yer then it haih a dye a tinfure given it, which 
Is more worth than the cloath : And fo when you 
finne,nor knowing the Law, the fia is the ſame for 
ſubſtance, it would be if you had knowne it ; yet 
that knowledge dyes it, makes ir a fcarlet ſinne,as 
Eſay ſpeakes, tarre greater and deeper in demeriC 
then the finne it ſelfe ; and rhe ground of this is, 
becaule Lavves then come to be in force,vvhen they 
are promulged , and made knowne: ſo as the more 
” they are promulged and knowne , the more is the 
} force of their binding , and ſo the greater guzle. 
} Thereiore Devr. 11.12. 3.8, God {trairens the 
cords more , the binding force of the Law more 
upon thoſe Tewes conſciences, to whom he at the 
firit perionally with majeſty had promulgared ir, 
then upon their Children,rhough upon rheirs alſo. 
Now if all Gods Lawes, being made knowne ro A- 
dam, binde us,and are in force, and this when wee 
know them not ; then if wee doe know them,or 
might know them,rliey binde much morezand till 
the more clearely we know them , the obligarion 
increaſeth, and rhe guilt inſuing with ir ; and rhe 

rather, becauſe now when we come ro know them, 
_ theyare a new promulged , in a way ofa peculiar 
mercie;we having defaced the knowledge of rhem 
in our fall. OO 
Fouithly, when rhe Lawv, being knovune,s bro 
» ken, there 15 the more contempt cait upon the Law, 
and the Lavv=giver alſo ; and ſo a higher degree 
of {inning. And therefore Numbers 15.30, Hee 
that ſinnes out of knowvledge,is ſaid to reproach the 
Lord,and to deſpiſe the Word. And therefore Saxt 
"D2 | {i= 
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36 eAppravation of inning | 
finning againſt knowledge, Samuel calleth it rebel | 
l:on,and though ir were bur in a ſmall thing, yer he | 
parallels it with witchcraft. So allo ob 24.1 Fa they |: 

are ſaid to rebell, when they ſinne again(t light; be= 
caule rebellion 1s added ro difobedtence;for know jj 7 
ledge is an Officer ſer to fee the Law executed,and | 
fulfilled ; And makes God prelent to the conſci- | 
Ence. Therefore Rom.2.14-1t is called a vvitneſie; 
and rherfore in ſinning againſt knowledge,men are | 
ſaid to finne before the face of the Lord himſelf;now | * 
yvbar a great contempr is that?Thertore allo Pſal. | 
5o.the hypecrites ſinning againſt knovvledge,is laid } 
ro caſt theLavy of God behind hu back;zlo as there is } 
a contempr in this finning, which 1sin noorher. Þ| 
Fiftly,the more knovvledge a man finnerh againſt | 
the more,zhe vv:ll of the ſinner is diſcoyered tro be 
for finne as ſinne. Novv, voluntarium eſt regula & a 
menſura ationum moralium:vvilingneſſe im inning 
I, E 
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* Is the ſtandard and meaſure of finnes.The lefle vvi 
the lefſe finne; So much is cur off,the leſſe the will | 
Cloſeth withir ; arleaft wiſe ſo much is added,by * 
how munch rhe will is more in it; and therefore the |: 
higheſt degree of fining is expreſt ro us by ſinning |: 
vvibingly,and this after knovvledge, Heb. xo. Now | 
Though an ignorant man commits the act as wil- þ 
lingly, as when Paul perſecuted the Church , yer | 
he commirs ir not conſidered a finne, till he hath 
the knowledge of it; bur rhen when it is diſcovee | 
red ro be finne , and the more clearely itis ſo diſ- 
covered,the will may be faid ro joyn with ir as fin. |: 
Therefore the Apoſtle ſayes, To him that knovves || 
to doe vvell, and doth it not,to him it s finne, Iames | 
4.17.becaule by his knowledge the thing is repre= 
Jented as figne;and ſo he cloſeth yvith jtthe more, - 
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| under that notion and apprehenfion. 


Sixtly, in finning againſt knovvledge,a man cone 


” demns himſelfe ; bur when our of :zgnorance meere= 
} ly.the Lavy only doth condemne him, So Rom. 2. 
” 1. A man having knovyledge in that wuherein hee 
 judgeth anotber,be condemnerh himſelf.So Rom.14. 
 Now,as ſelf-murder 1s the higheſt degree of mur- 
. | der,and an aggravation ofir; So ſeif-condemning 

2 muſt needs be reckoned. God tooke it as a grear 
: advantage over him thar hid his talent, that ove of 
! thine ovon emouth 1 vvill condemne thee, thou voices 
; hed ſervant. 


1 he doctrine being rhus proved;Firft,] will ex= 


# plaine, vohat it x to ſin againft Knovvledge. 


gecondly,l will give the Aggravations of 1. 


* Thirdly,1 wil give Rzles.to meaſure ſins of Knovus 
5 | ledgeby,and the greatneſle of thera in any aCt. 


Laſtly, rhe uſe of all. 
For rhe firſt , what it is ro finne againſt know= 


, ledge. Firſt,ro explaine ir, ] premiſe theſe diſtin= 
F Ct10ns. ; 


The firſt diftin&tion. Thar 1t 1s one thing to 


x finne vwith knowledge , another thing agamſt 
| knovvledge. 


There are many ſinnes doe paſſe from a man 


 vwith by knovvledge, which are not againſt knovee 
2? ledge, This is ro be obſerved (or the removall of a 
= ſcrupſe, which may ariſe in ſome that are godly, 
; Who elſe may be wounded with this Doctrine 
{ through a miſtake. 


A regenerate man is, and muſt needs be ſuppoſed 
guilty of more knovone ſins, then an unregenerate 


! man : and yet he commits fevver againſt Knovve 


ledge,then he, ; 
71 D 3 Firſt, 
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38 - Aggravation- of finning | 
Firſt, I ſay, he # guilty of more knovvne ſinnes;f re 
For hetakes notice of every ſincull difpoiition tharfj the 
3s ſtirring in him, every by-end, every contrarietyfj no 
| unto holinefle,deadnes ro duty, reluctanciero fſpi-| tec 
fi -rituall duries; and when regenerared, beginneth to ff ca, 
[| ſee and know more evill by hirhfelfe, then ever he] wi 
fl did betore;He ſees,as rhe Apoſtle ſayes ot himſelf, 7 zh 
Rom. 7. 10. allconcupiſcence: And the holier a man þj ſec 
Is,the more he diſcernes and knowes his finnes;So Þ as 
ſayes the Apoſtle, Rom.7.18. 1 know that in mee || w) 
dipels no good thing. And ver.21. T finde vvben 1} fin 
vvould doc good, evill i preſent withme. And 23. 19 1s, 
z fee another Lavy. All theſe;he ſayes,he perceived } in 
| and found daily in himlelfe ; and rhe more holy | L: 
if rhat he grew, the more he ſaw-rhemi. For the pu- 7 m 
|  rer andclearer the light of Gods Spirir ſhines in a 3 di 
man,the more ſinnes heknowes; He will ſee Juſts ; 
ſtreaming up, flying in his heart, Ke moares in the 
ſun,or ſparkes our of a furnace; which elſe he had } is 
h not ſeene; The clearer the ſun- beame is, which 1s | th 
J ler into the heart,the more thou wilt ſeethem. --Þ rt 
ft - Bur yer inthe ſecond place, I adde, rhat never- # ui 
thelefle he finnes lefſe apainſt knovvledge; For then © f11 
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- MEL 
| BUY wee are properly ſaid to finne againſt knowledge; |# a1 
oh | when we doe rake the fulfilling of a luſt,or the per- |} a 
| 5 formance ofan ourward action, a dutie , or the & 
Ti | {| like, inro deliberation and conſideration, and con- # p: 
[it fider morives againft rhe finne,or to the durie, and | 
[ | et commit thar finne;yeeld roi,and nouriſh that # k 
| | || Joft and omitr thar dutie: Here now we'inne nor |} J 
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nes; | regenerate afore mentioned, rhe caſe is otherwiſes 
harfſthey are committed indeed with knowledge, bur 
ery | not againſt it: For ir is not in the power of know= 
[pi=fj ledge ro prevent them ; For motus primo primi nor 
1 Off cadunt [ublibertatem ; bur yer though ſuch finnes 
r be f will ariſe againe & againe,yer ſayesa good heart. 
elf, 7 zhey muſt not thinke to paſſe uncontrouled and uns 
12n jj ſeene: Therefore ler not poore ſoules miſtake me, 
;50 } aSif I meant, throughour this diſcourſe, of all fins 
nee © which are knowne to be ſinnes, but ] meane ſuch 
2n [| ſinnesas are commitred againſt knowledge; Thar 
- 17 js, when knowledge comes and examines a finne, 
ed 7} inor before the commitrring of it, brings it to rhe 
oly Z Law, conteſts againſt ir, condemnes it, and yet a 
u- man approverthit, and conlentethroir; whena 
na : dutie and a finne are broughr before knowledge, 
its } as Barrabgs and Chriſt afore Pilate, and thy knows 
he 7 ledge doth againe and againe tell rhee ſuch a finne 
d } isa grearſinne, and ought ro be crucified. and yer 
> | thou cryeſt,let it goe ; And ſo for the duty, it tells 
' thee againe and againe it oughr to bee ſubmirred 
= unto, and yer thou omitteſt ir, and commirteſt the 
7 finne,chooſeſt Barrabas rather then Chriſt , theſe 
; 7 areſinnes againſt knowledge ; Now ſuch finnes 
{ againſt knowledge,breake a mans peace, and the 
Z more conſideration before had , the more the 
* peace 1s broken. | 
} Theſeconddiftinction is,tharmen ſicne againſt 
at Þ knowledge,either direQly or collaterally:Obj eftive- 
or |} Jy,or circumſtantially. | : 
e:} Firſt, direfaly ; When knowvledgeit ſelfe is the 
t: f}- thing men abuſe,or fight againſt, becommerh rhe 
in } objet,the termjnus,the burr and mark ſhor at; This 
ne } jsr0 finne directly _ knowledge ir ſelfe. 
kn | 4 | | 
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The ſecond way,collaterally,is, when knowledge 
1s bur a circumſtance in our fines; ſo as the pleaſure 


med ar;& that our knowledg ſteps bur 11 between 
ro hinder us in1t , and we cotnmir 1t notwithitan 


ding,though we dec know it; here knowledge 1s ins 
_ deediianed againſt,yer bur collaterally,& aga ſtan} 
der by, bur as a circumſtance onely, {hor ar per ac-} 
cid-ns concomitanter.,, and by the by , as one thatf 
ſteps in ro parr a fray is imitren , for labouring ro 
hinder them in their ſfinne,as the Sodomites quar-| 
relled with Lot; they are both found in this Chap-| 
ter, and rherefore come firly within the compaltie} 


of rhis diſcourſe, 


Firſt , This collaterall kinde of ſinning againſt} 
knowledge is menrioned in the 21. verſe, where hef 
 fayes, They knew God, yet they glorified him not :| 
There knowledge is made bur a circumſtance off 
their finning ; Toey finned againſt it bur collare<|j - 
* rally. But then thar other kind of finniog directly 


againſt knowledge, 1s mentioned ver. 28. They l;- 


hed not to retaine God in their Knovvledge;Thar is, 


they hated this knowledge it ſelfe, ſo as now they 


did not onely love finne,they knew tobe finne, bur 
alſo they loved nor the knowledge of it ; Sorharf 
becauſe borh are thus clearly inſtanced in, we willl 


ſpeake ot both more largely. 


Now, finnes directly againſt knowledge jr ſelfeb 


are many; I will reduce the chiefe heads of them 
into two branches : 
_. Firſt, in regard of our ſelves, 
Secondly in regard of others, 


Firſt,in regard of our ſelves, five wayes we may |} . 


Firſt, | 


thus fin agaiult knowledge it ſelfe, 
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Firſt, when we abuſe knowledge to helpeusro\, 
finne ; as firſt, ro plor and contrive a fin, as ]ugas 
plorred to betray his Maſter, if hee couid convent 
ently;\othe Text layes, Mark. 14.11. hee would 
doe it wiſely ;and thus thoſe that came to intrap 
Chriſt with moſt cunning queſt;ons,dia finne, and 
thole who plot againſt the juit, as Pſal. 37.12. 

So lecondly, when men ule their witedomesro 


{ tell acunning lye,to cover a finne ;as Plato ſayes, ' 


menof knowledge , ſunt ad mendacia potenttores 
& ſapientiores:whereas fooles,though they would 
lye,yeroften tell rrurh ere rhey are aware. 

Bur allo thirdly,when they abuſe morall know= 
ledge, which yer, as Ariſtozle layes,is leaſt apr ro 
be (1 am ſure ſhould leaſt be) abu{ed,ſo asr0 make 
a ſhew of good pretences rocover their ſins ; and 
difſemble them , nor onely by finding out ſome 
cunning artificiall colour, as Davzd did in the mate 


{ « ter of Iriah --- Chance of vwarre({ayes he) falls to 


all alike; Bur when men are fo impudently hypo- 
criticall,as ro make ute cf religious prerexts, ( as 
the Devill ſometimes dot h)as Sanl, who pretends 
to Samuel , Ihave done the vw1ll of the Lord: and 
when Samuel told him of rhe catrell,Oh,ſayes he, 


| they are for a ſacrifice ; when God had expreſly 
commanded to kill them all. Bur this {hifr ſhifred 
'him our of his Kingdome , Samuel pronouncerh 


him a rebel #n it, Rebellion x ſin againſt Knowledge, 
therefore he knew ir. Thus alſo 1ezabel coloured 
over the ſtoning of Naboth with a !olemne faſt. So 


Tudas fiſherh for money with a charitable pretence, 


Thy might have beene ſold and given to the poore. In 


| fins againſt knowledge , uſually rhe minde inde- 


vours to find out a colonr, and that provokes God 
more 
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more then the ſin,becauſe we goe about ro mock 
him.We ſee men cannor endure a ſhift, much lefſe 
the All-knowing God,nort ro be mocked ; and we 
fee iris hard ro convince ſuch an one. David was 
faine to be brought ro the rack, ere he would con- 
fefle, when he had a ſhifr; and men doe feeke ſuch 
ſhifrs onely in caſe of linning againſt conſcience: 
. forelſe there were no need, they would be ſure ro 
plead ignorance,as Abimelech did. 
Secondly,when men'neglect rhe getting & ob« 
raining of knowledge , which knowledge mighr 
keep &hinderthem from ſinning,and might make 
them expert in duties. This is as much as to finne 
againſt knowledge, although the fins be commir= 
red our of ignorance ;z yer thar ignorance beeing 
throagh their owne FX 26g i: comes allroone : 
when it may be ſaid of men, as the Apoſtle doch of 
the Hebrewes,Chap.g.12. That for the time they 
bave had to learne , they might have beene teachers; 
they had yet need be taught againe the firſt _ 
ciples, If a man had Apprenuce, w ho rhrough ne= 
eligence and want of heeding,and obſerying what 
he daily ſees and heares abour his rrade , mighr 
have gor for his time much knowledg in hisrrade, 
whereby he might have faved his maſter much, 


which he now harh loft him; and rid and perfected . 


much worke, hee daily {poiles him '; ſach careleſſe 
blockiſh ignorance ir is uit for his maſter to cor- 
rect him for, and to charge on him all that waſte 
and loſſe, becanſe he might haye knowne how to 
have done better, And therefore even they who 
thoughr ignorance in ir ſelfe ( whetein they erred) 
yet the. neglech, of knowledge upon this very 
ground , thought a great finne,and' that it _ 

| © 
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be ſo farre from excuſing finnes , as that it would 
aggravate them. So here we lee theſe Gentiles 
ſhall nor onely be reckoned with for rhe actnall 
knowledge , they had attained to, and ſinned a. 
gainft; bur alſo for what rhey mighr have had,and 
have picked our of the Creatures. For ſothe Au 
poſtle brings in this here in the 20.verſe , that the 
power of God beeing clearely ſeene in the Crea- 
rures,they neglecting to ſpell and read ir,1o much 
knowledge as they might have got, God will reca 
kon ro them,and aggravate their ſins by. 

' Thirdly, whichis yer much worſe , when men 
refuſe knowledge , that they may finne the more 
freely ; and doe (top rhe eare,left rhey ſhould bee 
charmed : As when men are loat!;,and atraid,and 
dare-not reade ſuch a booke as dilcovers.or might 
diſcover thar truth ro them ;, the ſubmiſſion *ro 
which would prejudice them, and this rorthe end 
that rFey may plead ignorance of their ſinne. Thus 
alſo thoſe rhar afſenrt nor ro rrurh when it Comes in 
ſtrongly ups them, bur ſeek ro evade it. Bur x. Cor. 
| 14.38. when the Apoſtle had clearely diſcovered 
- the rruth in thoſe things controverted , fo as vwho 
ever was ſpirituall,or nor fully blind, mighr ſee,and 
would acknowledge the truth, then he ſhurs up his 
diſcourſe abour rhem,ver.27,if any be ignorant ,let 
him be 1gnorant:For it is wilfull,zt x affefted ; Hee 
 ſpeakes1r as elſewhere, Revel. laſt. it is ſaid, Hee 
that us unjuſt,let him be unjuſt ſtill: Thar is,he thar 
will be unjuſt , and retuſerh to rurne , let him goe 
on. This isa grear finne, for God,you ſee,gives ſuch 
a man over : One thar is bur neglectfull,or dull of 
capacity,God will rake paines with him, ro reach 
bim ; and beare with him , as Chriſt did with his 


To 
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Diſciples ; bur if he be wilfully ignorant , hee 
ers him die in his ignorance , and yer will reckon 
with him , as if all his finnes had b:ene commic= 
ted againſt Enowledge , becaulc hee reiuled ro 
know... - 

' The fourth is to hare the lighr,and ro endeyour 
ro extingwſhit. This is yet much worſe, when 
men hate the Word, and the Miniſters of ir, the 
examples of Gods people, and the light they carry 
with rhem (they ſhining as lights in a crooked ge- 
neration , Phzl.2.15. and yer they bate rhele,as 
rnceves doe a torch in the night; & fly againſt the 


lighr,as barts doe,and as the [evves did,lohn 3.20) | 


This Chriſt ſayes is the great condemning hnne of 
all others. So theſe Gentiles pur Socrates ro death 
for reprouing them. And thus men tinne alſo, when 
they labour roextinguith the light in their owre 
coniciences, and like not to reraine God in their 
knowledge, verſe 28. bur would (tudie the arr of 
forgerfulneſle : When men have put the candle 
our, & drawne the curtaines, that they may ſin, & 
fleepe in fin more freely and ſecurely. Thus thole 
alſo ſin in a bigher meaſure,who haye had a cleare 
conviction , thar they ought ro be thus ſtrict, and 
ought to ſanctifie the Lords day,and pray private= 
ly;buc now have loſt rhis light, and rhink they need 
not be ſo ſtrict z when men continue not in what 
they vvere once aſitred of, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 
2 Tim.3.14. theſe finne againſt their knowledge, 
and are the worſt of ſuch finners; And this eftate 
Arſtotle kimielie,makes ſtatum malign: ; the ſtate 
of a vvicked cone , namely,when the ſparkes ot lighr 
are extinguiſh or bated. For when any mans light 
# loit and turned into darkneſſe by linning, — 
hs) 
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Chriſt ſayes : How great # that darkneſſe? When 
good lawes are not onely not enacted and embra= 
ced, but repealed alſo,(ir is Ar:torles fimilitude,to 
diſtinguiih an incontinent perion , and a wicked 
man}rhis is an high kind of fifing; ſo of theſe Gen« 
tiles it is ſaid,tberr fooliſh heart was darkned;They 
had exringuiſhr ſome ofthar lightGod gave them. 
As ſome drinke away their wits,ſo ſome fin away 
their conſciences ; and thus by degrees,they firit 
finne away the light of the word chey had, as they 
in /ude, who were religious once , and then they 
quench even thar litle ſparke of nature that 1s lefr, 
. Alſo verſe xo. Corrapting themſelves in-vohat they 
know naturally, 

 Fiftly, Men finne againſt knowledge yet worſe, 
when they hold opinion againſt their knowledge. 
So many are ſaid to doe.in x Tim.4 2. he forerels 


they thould ſpeake lyes in Hypocriſie , and invent 
lyes thar ſhould have a pretence of holines; which 
they knew robealye, or elle they ſhould nor be 
ſaid to ſpeak lyesin Hypocriſie; bur they doe ir ro 

maintaine their honour & greatneſle, which muſt 
 downe,if their doctrine prove falſe ; and though 
many are given np to beleeve their Iyes,» The/.2, 
I x.aSa puniſhmer of their not /oving the truth;yer 


| others of them ſhall know they are lies, and yer 


vent them for rrurhs. Thus when men faibion rheir 
Opinion ro the times & wayes of preferment , and 
their depedances on Great -ones,or ro maintain & 
uphold a facti6,or out of pride,having broached an 
error,maintaine {r,though the pulling our that one 
tile doth unrile all the houſe. Theſe are the 2 cau- 
ſes give of perverting the rrurh, xT:im.6.4.5.namly 
pride & covetouſneſie,and ſuppoling gaine py 
| an 
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and ſo faſhioning their religion accordingly ;when 
men are Knights of the poſt , that will write or 
ſpeake any rhing , vvhereby they may ger gaine 
and preierment. 5: 2008 ; 
Secondly , men ins againſt knoyviedge in re= 
gard of others, _- | —” 2 
Firſt, by concealing it : the Apoſtle indeed fayes 
in a certaine Cale, Haſt thou knowledge, keepe it to 
thy ſelfe. He ſpeakes1t of opinions,or practices a- 
bour things indifterent , vvhich might ſcandalize 
the vveake ; bur it thon haſt knovviedge , vehich 
may edifie rhy brother , thou oughteſt ro commu- 
nicate it. Socrates,knowing there vvas but oneGOod, 
{a1d,in bis Apologie for his life,thar il they vyo.ld 
give him life,upon condition to keep that rruth to 
himſelie, and nor 10 teach it to others, hee veould 
not accept life upon ſuch a condition; and I re- 
member he cxprefleth his reſolurion in vvords ve - 
ry nigh the ſame vyvords the Apoſtles uſed ; As 4. 
20. Whether 1t be better to obey God than men,juadge 
you ; and we cannot but teach the things we have 


heard and ſeene, ſayes Chriſt ; for knovvledge jsa | 


thing vvill boyle vvithin a man 1or vent, and cans 
not be impriſoned; Iris light , and the end vyby 
I:ghr vvas made , vvasto beſerup ro give light, 


And Chriſt argues from an apparent ablurdity ro | 


put a light under a buſhell , vvbich may give light 
ro a]l the Houſe ; Haſt thou knovvledge of God & 
of his vyayes, thou canſt nor but ſpeake(if vvithall 
thou haſt bur a good heart ) to all in the family, to 
thy vvife in thy bolome, &c.God took it for gran« 
red,thart Abraham vvould reach his Children vvhar 
he thzould knovy from him ; The ſame diſpoſition 
is inall the Children of Abraham, 


4 
*. 


Se-Þ 
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Secondly ; vvhen men endeavour to ſuppreiſe 
knovvledge. As the Pharziſces, rhey kept the Keyes 
of it in their hands, and vvould not open the trea= 
ſures of it rhemlſelves,nor let others doe it neither. 
So they ( Atts 4.16.) conld not deny but a great mi= 
racle vvas dove by the Apotftles({ay themielves)bue 
that it ſpread no further, let us threaten them,and 
charge them , that they ſpeake no more in hu name, 
And this they did againit their c6ſciences by their 
owne profethon, we cannot deny it; Asifthey had 
ſaid,if we could we would, bur it was roo manifeſt 
it was the truth. So when Maſters keep their ſer- 
vanrs from the meanes of knowledge, they are 


| thus guilty. 


, Thirdly , when wee would make others finne 


| againſt their conſciences. The Phar;ſees, when the 


blind man would nor ſay as rhey ſaid, they caft him 
our; they would have had him tay,thar Chriſt vvas 
a ſinner , when through the ſmall light he had, hee 


- judged it evident enough, that a finner ſhould por 


doe ſuch a miracle, as was never done fnce the 
world began. And ſo Iezabel made rhe Judges, and 
witnefles finne againſt conſcience in acculing Na 
both:and ſo ſeme of the Genriles, that would hold 
correſpondencie with the Jewes, would have con= 
ſtrained the Galathians ro be circumciſed, Gal.6. 

12. Thoſe that knew thar circumciſion was to be - 
aboliſhr, yet they would perſwade them to it by a 
clubb argument, drawn from avoiding perſecuti« 
on,nat from evidence of the Trurh,or by reaſons 
that mighr conyince them, and their coniciences; 
therefore he ſayes, they conſtrained them. The 
perſwaders might indeed glory , as having their 


4 cauie & fide ſtrengthened ; but they wanne lirtle 


credir 
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credit to their caufe by it ; for as the perfſwaders 
arguments were ſuited ro fleſh, ſo the others yeel- 
ding was out of fleſh,and ſo they glory in your fleſh 
and weaknelſſe,ſayes he;as the Papitts urged Crane 
mer,not by arguments, bur rhrears and promiſes 
to recant; This is the greateſt cruelty in the world, 
ro have a man murder himſelf, (tab nis conſcience. 
To offend a weake conſcience is a finne , if bur 
paſſively , when thou doſt ſomething before his 
face, which his conſcience is againſt : bur if chou 
makeſt him wound his own coaſcience, and rodoe 
an act himſel:e , which his owne conſcience is a= 
eainft,iris much worle , asif thou beeſt a Maſter, 
and halt a ſervant who plcaderh conſcience,rthat he 
cannot lye for rhy advantage in thy ſhop, or who 
will not doe unlawftull bulinefſes on the Sabbathe 


day,and pleads conlcience , vvilr thou ſmite him 


and whip him?God will ſmite thee, thou whited wall. 
How dareſt thou {mite him , and ſo cauſe him ro 
doe that for vyhich God will vvhip him vvorſer ? 
Shevv mercy torhoſe under you ,' 
conſciences, vvring them not, you may hap to 
breake rhe vvards if you doe. 

Novv for finnes commitred coflaterally, or per 
modum circeumſtantie. ( that I may ſo expreſle tt ) 
againſt knowledge , they are done either when 
particular acts of linne are commirred,and daries 
omitred,againft light and knowledge; and ſo the 


Saints may and doe otren finne againit know-. 


ledge. Or, © | | 

Secondly,in regard of a knowne eftare of ſinne, 
and impenirencie perhiſted in;when men continue, 
and goe on in ſuch a ſtate againſt conyidtion of 


conſcience;that ſuch 1s their eſtates. R 
or 
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 Forthefirſt, becauſe particular acts of fin com« 
mirred' az#tnft knowledge arc infinite, and rhere 
will be nond of inftancing in partjculars, 'theres 
tore I will nor inlift : Onely in briefe this diftin&ti= 
on concerning ſuch a&s may be obſeryed, and the 
obletyartion of ir may be uſefull: That ſome' afsof 
Jinnes againſt knowledge , are meerely tranſients 
Thar'ts, are done arid ended ar once. And though 
the Emrof them is erernall, yer the exrenr of the 
ack 15 finiſhed with rhe commurting ir, &' reacheth 
no fyreher;as a vaine oath, breach of the Sabbath, 
'&c; which acts cannor be repealed ', though they 
| inay be repcnted of. Bur others rhere'are, which 
thou7zh the act may bee bur once outwardly - and 
ptofetledly done, yer have an habirualland conti- 
nued permanency, life; & ſubſiſtence given ir,ſuch 
as rhar.untill;a man doth'recall rhen', | he'may' be 
ſaid'C6htinually ro renew thoſe afts,andevery day 
ro be '#Failty of them, and ro maintame ir,& fo ha« 
bittally ro.comit them: As it is with Laws,which 
though made bur once; are yet continued acts of 
the {fare;whileſt rheytand in force unrepealed;fo 
'is it in ſome fins. Fof inftance,wheria'man doth 
'take goods from his neighbour unjuſtly;theact ne 
"deed It done bur once; but till he'reſtoresthem, he 
"may be faidto fteale them;every day?every honre 
"he cbktihdes to doe it habitually zS0'1 manthaving 
ſubſcribed ro falſiood?, or recanted the tru pls 
'bliquely;the a, though done bur once; yer untill 
'arerrattacion be foine wayes madE; he comtinues 
thataZ*=and ſo is daily & new guilty'of it.” 'Soifa 
man"{hoult marry bhe ; whom ir is pnlawfull tor 
bim romary\, ( as Herod'did,) though thar-finfull 
act of eſpouſals whegeby they enxred/itiro' ir, 


"2" » 
wav 
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was ſoondiſpa:ctr ; yer nll a goon Iivesin 2 


continuall fm., And ſuch aCts( of this latter ſore 1 
meane) againſt knowledge, . are moſt dangerous 
rocomnmur ;-..becauſe ro continue thus in rhem 
rhough. bur once conmntrted, hazards a mans eſtate 
and therefore men finde, when they come to re 


ent,the greateſt ſnare,and trouble;and difficulty 


in ſuch kind of lins ; ro extricate-themſelves out ol 
them. by. a meer & true repentance, NF 
Bur as conceruing the firſt branch of this diſtin 
Rio,namely, ol particular acts committed again{ 
knowledge. ; befides this laſt diftinction briefl 
touched; - 1 will anon. give you ſeverall aggrava 


tions & rules, whereby ro meaſure the finfulneflq - 


that is in \uch acts ſo commirted, bur in the meane 
time,the ſecond branch of rhis former diftinctio 


mult be, inlitted upon, and therefore I will bring iq 
.theſe aggrayations and 1nles which-concerne pary - 


- ticular acts. as diſtinct heads, after I haye briefh 
ſpoken.to, this other, which is, That ; ,.. 


Secondly, thoſe finnes againſt knowledge, whq 


-goe on ih an eſtate of fin and impenitencie, which 
they know;ro,be damnable.z. As Pharaob , Exod. 
27. whoconfeſt that he and his people were wic 
 ked. and yes hardned himſelfe in-finne. moſt dan 
geroully,g andyet three forrs of men may, appa 
rently, þe,convinced thus ro fins - ©. i; 
Fiſt, rhoſe that keep our, and with=draw them 
 ſelves-from proteſling Chriſt and his wayes,, an 
| The feare ofhisname,our of ſhame or feare of mi 


. or loſe of prefermear, or the like worldly end 


when;yer.they are convinced thar they. axe Go 
.-wayes;and oup "tte be profelled by chem. , I dc 


: NOT *ay , thatall, who 
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@e nor come in to profeſly - 
Chrift 


© amongſt them, whom t 
. retuſe rhe company, ; and fould , and food, and 
- marks of the ſheep , which rhey know robe ſuch; 
. they may apologize, & "10a fair with the Sainrs 
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| Chriſt, and thar doe nor joyne themſelyes with his 


people, thar they goe on againſt knowledge ; for 


| many are 1gnorant, and miſtaken about rhem; but 


when men are convinced of the truth, & necetlity 
ot profefling and confeſſing of it even unto ſalva= 
t:0n,(as,the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Romo.) and yer out 


| of feare, or ſhame, keepe ſtill on the other fide, 
drawing in their hornes all rogether. Theſe goe 


on in an eſtare of impenirencie againſt knowledg; 
for pur all theſe rogether , and it muſt needs ap= 
peare to be ſo : As firſt, when they are convinced 
that this 1s rhe trurh,& rhar falyarion & the power 


of religion is onely ro be found in ſuch wayes and 
| men; And ſecondly, that theſe are to be practiſed 


& profefled ; And yer thirdly, onr of ſhame,&c. 
keepe (till aloofe off , and goe on a contrary way; 
Theſe muſt needs know, thar they goe on in an 


__eſtare of impenirencie againſt knowledge. This 


was the caſe of many of the Phariſees, who there= 
fre finned highly ;- they beleeved, and were con- 


{ vinced,thar Chriſt was the Meſſiah; and ſo then to 


be confeſt,and followed , and ro be cleaved unto; 
and then alſo they muſt needs know, that tins fol= 
lowers only were the Children of God. Yer oh. 12. 
42. is ſaid, though they thus beleeved on hing, yet 
they durſt not confeſſe him for feare of the Iews,& of 
the. Phar:ſes,and of being pur out of theSynagogues. 
Ar. the, latter day ;,. Chriſt ſhall notneed ro ſever 


. fuch from the re{t,as he wil doe the ſheep from the 


goats, - for they willingly romaine Al ok dapen 
ey know to be goars, an 


© that, 


5o  Aggravation, of ſinning. 
was ſoondiſpa.ctt ; yer till a divorce,he lives in 
continuall bn. And ſuch acts ( of this latter ſorc 
meane) againſt knowledge, . are moſt dangerou 
rocommi: ; .becauſe tro continue thus in _rhem, 
chough. bur once comitted, hazards a mans eſtare 
and therefore men tinde, when they come to re 
ent,the greateli ſnare,and trouble;and difficult 
in ſuch kind of lins ; ro extricate-themſelves out ol 
them: by a meer & truerepentance, | | 
Bur as conceruing the farſt branch of this diſtin 
&io,namely, ol particular acts committed again{ 
knowledge. ; befides this laſt diſtinction briefl 
touched 1 will anon give you ſeverall aggrava 
tions & rules, whereby to meaſure the finfulneffe 
that is in {uch aCts ſo commirted, bur in the meane 
time,the ſecond branch of this former diftinctio 
muſt be,intifted upon, and therefore I will bring 1 
theſe aggravations and rules which concerne par 
ticular acts. as diſtinct heads, after | have briefi 
ſpoken to this other, which is, Thar 


Secondly, thote finnes againſt knowledge, wh 


goe on inan eſtate of fin and impenirencie, whict 
they know:ro,be damnable z, As Pharaob , Exod.g 
27. whoconfeſt rhar he and his people were wic 
ked. and yer bardned himſelfe in-finne moſt dan 
gerouſly,s and'yert three forts of men may appa 
rently be convinced thus to fins ot al 

*Fird, rhoſe that keep our, and with=draw them 
ſelves. from profeſſing Chriſt and his wayes,, an 
the feare of his name,out of ſhame or feare of mi 


. or _lofle | of prefermenr, or the like worldly endg 
when;yer they are convinced thar they are God 


.-wayes;and ove "t re be prcfefſed by rhem. I dot 
- NOT "ay , thatall, who doe norcomein to _ 
ut 
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Chriſt, and thar doe nor joyne rhemſelyes with his 
people, thar they goe on againſt knowledge ; for 
many are ignorant, and miſtaken about them; but 
when men are convinced of the truth, & neceflity 
otprofeiling and confeſſing of it even unto ſalva= 
tion,(as.the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Rom.xo.) and yer out 
of teare, or ſhame, keepe ſtill on the other ſide, 
drawing in their hornes all rogether. Theſe goe 
on in an eſtare of 1mpenirencie againſt knowledg; 
for pur all rheſe rogerher , and it muſt needs ap= 
peare to be ſo : As firſt, when they are convinced 
chat this is the rruarh,& rhar ſalvation & the power 
of religion is onely to be found in ſuch wayes and 
men; And ſecondly, that theſe are to be practiſed 
& profefled ; And yer thirdly, ont of ſhame,&c. 
keepe (till aloofe off , and goe on a contrary way; 
Theſe muſt needs know, that rhey goe on in an 
eſtare of impenitencie againſt knowledge. This 
was the caſe of many of the Phariſees, who there= 


| frefinned highly ;- they beleeved, and were con- 


vinced,thar Chriſt was the Meſhiah; and ſo then to 
be confeſt,and followed , and ro be cleaved unto: 
and then alſo they mult needs know, that tis fol= 
lowers only were the Children of God. Yer 1oh. 12. 
42.it is ſaid, though they thus beleeved on hing, yet 
they durſt not confeſſe him for feare of the Iews,& of 
the Phariſes,and of being put out of theSynagogues. 
Ar the, latrer day , Chritt ſhall nor.need ro ſever 


' ſach from the reſt,as he wil doe the ſheep from rhe 


goats, ; for they willingly remaine all their dayes 


14 among(t them, whom they know to be goars, and 
of . retuſe the company. ; and fould , and food, and 


marks of the { heep », which rhey know ro be ſuch; 
they may apologize, & ow fair with the vo 
| GS - _ 
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-$2 . Aggravation of ſinning 
thar their hearts are wirh them, bur rhey will bee 
rankrt art the day of Judgemenr,as here they rank= 
ed rhemſelves,vvith the wvorkers of iniquity, Of 
theſe dorh the Plalmiſtſpeake : Theſe that turne 
afide by their crooked wayes , them ſball the Lord 
leade with the voorkzrs of iniquity, Plal.I25. 
_Thoſeatlſo thus finne; and are to be joyned with 
Ttheſe,who know the tearms and conditions of ſal. 
*yation, and how rhey mult part with all for Chriſt, 
and yer will not cometo'the price ; Such doe goe 
delperately on againſt knowledge in a bad eſtare, 
.and 'doe judge themſelves unworthy of eternall 
:life, Thusthe young man in the Goſpell, he was 
told, thathe was to ſell all;and rhar was the condi. 

'ti0n,and hee knew Heaven was worth it, and was 

convinced of the truth herein, trhar rhus he onghr 

To doe, for he vvent away ſorrowfull ; Now, if he 

' had nor known thar he wenr away withour happi- 

neſle , he needed nor have beene forrowtall ar all; 
bur he Knew the bargain of falvatis was nor ftruck 

' up,and likewife whac ir ſtuck at, and yerſtill reſted 

In his former condition, and choſe rather to enjoy 
his many. poſſefſions ; This man now went on in 
'bis ſtare againſt knowledge. , | 

; - Secondly,, as alſo thoſe who upon the ſame or 
lixe ground defer their repentance;rheſe'go on in 

_ a bad eſtare,ahd muſt needs know rhey doe ſozfor 
"In thar they, promiſe to repenrhereafter, and take 

.. up purpoles to doe it, aitrhey have'gone on 2 

. lictle while longer, ro adde drunkenneſſeto rhirſt, 

© They doe thereby profeſſe thar there is a worke of 

_ grace,, which they muftartamne ro,ere they can be 

- Inthe ſtare of grace:fot'they would naar 4 ſo 
., much liereafcer, bur that they know nothiow avithe 
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out ſuch a worke , they ſhould he ſaved. Whileſt 
therefore ſuch ſhall rett without pretent endeyous.. 
ring aiter it,ſo long they are judged in themſielyes 
to be in a badeſtare ar preſent. When men know 
the curſes due to their preſent eftare ;& yer ſay as 
he, Deut.29 19, 1 will go on in the way of my heart, 
& ſhall have peace atterward. This man ſins moſt 
ng hly, and therefore Gods wrath ſmoakes againft 
that man , and he fayes of him that he will not bee 
mercifull to him.mn thar place. 

Thirdly , {nnke and broken profeſſors ſuch can 
not bur goe on in a bad eſtare againſt knowledge ; 
when either men are fallen from the practice and 
profedion of what is good , which once they 
thought neceſſary to ſalvation; or when they-con=- 
rinue to hold forth their proteflion in Hypecriſies 
Thoſe that have eſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of Ieſus Chriſt, bur are reture 
ned to their vomir againe, ſome ot rhele are inge- 
nous, and acknowledge both themlelves fallen, & 
their preſent eſtare inoſt miſerable, & yet go onin 
'n;and ſuch are ro be pirryed, bur yer are in a ntoſt 
dangerous condition. Saul when he was falle away, 
yer had this ingenuity a while left, he delired S4- 
muel to pray to his God for him , and told David, 
that he was more righteous rhen he ; yer ſ{ti]l wenr 
on in his courſes;- and in theend (as ſome have. 


thought) finned againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Bur others there are,who rhovgh they be fallen 
from all the inward , powerfull and ſecrer perfor- 
mance of duries they once did practice, and from 
all conſcience of fifing;yer retain their profeſſion 
which they know: tobe bur an our-(ide; rheſe ofall 
others goe on againſt knowledge;and Rev.22-15- 
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they are ſaid to make 4 lyeznot onely to tell alye in 
words, but to make a lye in deeds.Now,a lye is a lin 
of all others moſt againſt knowledge, and-indeed 
againſt a double knowledge., both fa: and jurs: 
& ſoin this. 'x. Thar they profefle themſielvesro be 


Aqggravation of finhing 


that they know they are-not. 2. Lhart rhey will 
nor endeyour /after rhar- ſtare rhey know they 
ought to getinto,if ever ſaved. This is the condi- 
rion of many*, who being convinced of the power 
of Religio, have launched torth- iaro a profeſſion, 
and hoyſtupſaile , bur now the ryde is fallen,the 
ſpirit wichdrawne , the conſcience of linne extin- 
gaiſhrin chem; yer for their credir ſake ſtill beare 
their ſailes up as.high as ever; even as-many Mer- 
chanrs doe,who are.ſunk in their eſtares, (till beare 
a faire ſhew ; yea will teeme richer then ordinary, 
by purchaſing lands, &c. Such a profeſſor vvas 11- 
das he began feriouſly ,: and chought to haue gone 
to Heaven, and was carnef[t in good duries at tirſt; 
As they allo, z Per. 2 18. they really,or% rs, eſca- 
ped rhe pollutions ot-the.world, through theknovu- 
ledge of Chriſt ; but in the end 1udzs became a 
groſie Hypocrite , one tharpretended the poore, 
when he loved the bag; & on the ſudden betrayed. 
his Maſter, when yer the Diſciples knew ir-no: ,tuſ- 
pected ludas as little as themſelves ; and the end of 
thoſe alſo,in that tore- named place, is ſaid. ro bee 
wworſe then their beginning. Now becauſe ſuch fin 
fo highly againſt knowledge, therefore their pu+ 
yiſhment 1s made the regula of. all other wicked 
mens ; As vvhen it is ſaid , «that other ſinners ſhall 
have their portion with Hypecrites : as.the wicked 
Angels puniſhment is made the meaſure of mens; 
Goe 116: curſed.inro the fire prepared for the Nevis 
_ Mn >. + 
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and bs Angels: So among men, ſuch grofſe Hypo- 
crites,their puniſmnent is made rhe rule, and ſo rhe 
Cchiefe ofall kind of rorments, which finners of rhe 
ſonnes of men ſhall nndergoe. EIN 

Now let mee ſpeake a word to all ſuch as thus 
oon1n attare ofimpenitencie againſt knowledg: 
Thisis a high kinde of fanning, and of all the moſt 
deſperate, & doth argue more hardneſle of heart, 
and defpiſing the riches of Gods goodneſſe. Por if, 
as in tne Rem 2.4. i0.go on in linne, when a man 
hee not | hatis, conſiders not that Gods mercy 
leads biym to repentance, 4 made the ſigne and of <2 
of a very bard heart , treaſuring up »prath , then 
much more, when thou knowett & colidereſt rhog 
art in an impenitent condition, and haſt many moe 
tions leading rhee to repentance, is thy heart then 
to be accounted hard 7 When a man commuts a 
particular act againſt knowledg, he haply & uſual- 
ly f1]] chinks his eftare may be good , and tt at hee 
hall not loſe God utrerly , or hazard the loſle of 
himzonely his ſpirir , being art preſent.emprty of 
communion with him,he ſteales our ro ſome ſtoJne 
plea'ure;bur when a man knowes his eftare bad,& 
that he is vvithourt God in the World, and yet goes 
on , hee dorh hereby caſt away the Lord, and 
profeſſeth he cares not for him , or chat commu= 
nion which is ro be had by him , as Eſa did his 
birch=right, 
Dan:d, though he deſpiſed the Lord, yer he did 
not caſt away the Lord as. Saul did ; for Saul ven . 
tured wrerly ro loſe him , knowing his eſtare 
. naught. David, when he ſinned, thought Gods > 
erernall favour would (till continue, though for the / 
prefent he mighr Jooſe the ſenſe of_ it, Bur when 2 | | 
| 6 E 4 a | 
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man goes on in a ſtare of inning , he ventures rhe 
loiſe of Gods erernail iove;and flights it; knowes 
he doth fo ; when a manknowes that he/is-c0n- 
demned already , as being impenirent, and har all 
his erernall eſtate lyes upon the non-payment: of 
| ſuch daties of 'repenrance,&c. and that-the guilr 
of al/-his finnes will come in upon him,and thar an 


executior is our, and yer goes on,this is more then | 


ro commit one act againit knowledge , ' whereby 
he thinkes hee brings upon himſeli bur the guilt of 
that one fihne;and uponthe'commitring of which, 
he thinks nor-the morgage of all lyes , though ir 
deſerves'it'; Herein men {new tnemlelves more 
GLIDER TIES AE... STI) 
**-In the nexriplace, I come to thoſe rules, wherby 
you may meaſure and eſtimate ſinning againſt hnow= 
fcdge,in any particular act of -fhinning;and they are 
eirher before the ſinne,or in ſinning:threeo' either, 
which | inake a ſecond head-, to explaine this do- 
Arie by. R991 FER SLED 
©. + + before. . © | | 
The firft rule 1s, The more thou kneweft, and 
-didft confider- the ifſues'and conſequents of "that 
fnne rhou didft commit: ; the more thou finneft 
apainſt conſcience in it:whe asin Rom:T.ult. Thou 
kno vp (fayes the Apoltle) that thoſe th.it commit 
ſuch things;are worthy of death :Thar 1s,thou conſi- 
dereſt that Hel/and Damnation 1sthe Mue'& de- 
'ferr of it,.arid yer committeſt4t; yea and this when 
"haply hellfire atprefentflaſietiiin rhy face”, and 
vyerthowgbelt on ro doirzinthis caſe menare faid 
© t0 chooſe-aeath 8 to love 8; Prov.3.36, Whena 
- maftconfidevs,hatthe jay torhe whorehouſe are 
the owayes to death (as-Salomonſpeakes, | So when 
FE” 3 I - OB a2 4 by 05 : thou 
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rhou a profeſfor -conſfidereſt with thy ſelfe before, 
This finne will prove ſcandalous,& undoe me, dif- 
able-me tor ſervice , caſt me our of the hearts of 
good men, and yer doit ir. 'Thus that fooliſh King: 
was told againe & againe.ler; 3$.17:18. 19. tharif 
he would yeeld to the King of Babel,he ithogld ſave 
his life; and City; and Kingdome;, and hve there 


till; but it he would not , he thould nor eſcape : 


bur as [eremze told him,verſe 23.Thou [halt cauſe 
thy Cty to be burnt with fire /, yer hee would not 
hearke;Thi «the wword of the Lord((ayes leremie,) 
and -he knewat to beſo ; and yer being:;a weake 
Prince, led-by hts Noblas, he would not follow his 
Counlel];and thus ludas fully knew rhe 1ffue;Chriſt 
had laid againe and againe, Woe be to ham | y whom 
the Sonne of nan u betrayed , and yet went on 10 


\ The ſecond rule is, the more conſultations, de- 
bares, and moriyes againit ir,, did runne through 
thee before rhou didit ir, ſo much the greater and 
more hainous, How often did mercy come jn,and 
rel] thee, tharif thou lookeft for any hope or part 
init, thou thouldeſt_nor doeiuch an evill > How 
often came-rbatin, Shall [ doe ths,and ſinne againſt 
Ged? did any Scriprure comeaato reſtifie againtt 
thee in the mcE 2, D1id God ſend in the remem« 
brance of ſuch-a mercie paſt,to perſwade thee; or 
ſome merciesto come,which rhou dependeſt upon 
bim for? Thar-which made Spira's finne ſo grear, 
:was ſuch debares as theſe before ; And this made 
-Darius hinne, !ijn caſting Danzel into the Lions den, 
ſo great ; He'debaredit with biraſelfe, Day.6.14.. 
He was fore diſpleaſed with-himfelfe,& laboured 
tothe goipg downeof wr” ſunne to aan ; 
C3732, F & 
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He conſidered that hee was as his right hand in 
all rhe affaires of is Kingdome , and a man en+ 
trapped meerely tor his con'cience , and that to 
5 hum'to deatn was to ſacrifice him ro their ma- 
ice;he knew him to bz holy,& wile, worthall che 
men thar ſought after his life , andyer yeelded; 
Theſe conſiderations troubled him atore, and alio 
after ; infomuchas he could nor ſleepe for them, 
ver.18. Now becaulethar every \uch conſulcation 
ſhould ſer an impretſion-upon the heairt, and coun» 
termand the motions of fin, when therefore thou 
doft it, maugre all ſuch debares & motives ro ihe 
contrary,this18 much i aalcdpe,cod yery 
heynous. Therefore the Phariſes, Luke 7.30. are 
ſaid to have rejeRed the counſell of God , 3.5 wry 5, 3n 
_ or againſt themſelves; The words will beare either; 
In themſelves, becauſe they knew ir, and rooke 
It into conſideration , and yet rejedtedir : And 
againſt themſelves , becauſe it was their dee 
{raction. | 


The rhird rule is , thar rhe more confirmarions 


any' man hath had of the knowledzge of that which 
he finnerth in, and reftimonies againft it, the grea» 
rer finne againſt knowledge ir is;when a man hath 
had a cloud of witnefles 1n his oblervation againſt 
2 particular finne , and yer doth it, and-goes on in 
It,it is the more feariull. To goe on againſt rhar 
one witnefle , the bare lighr and grudying of na- 
turall;conſcience onl+,is not ſo much ; Bur when ir 


is further confirtmed', and backed: by the Word |, 


written, which a man hath read, and with reſtimo- 
nies'; our of which man meets with ſuch places 
wherein againe and againe, in reading of ir,tuch a 
| Practice is condemned, and obleryes 1; and _ 
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alſoheares ir reproved in Sermons,and of all finns 
elſe, hearesin private conference rhat fin ſpoken 
againſt alſo;yea barh in his eye many examples of 
others {inning in the like kinde, which have beene 
puniſhed,yea haply himfelfe alſo; yer ro fin agairft 
all theſe 1sexceeding hainous. Sometimes God 
orders things (o,as a tinne is made a great finne, by 
ſuch torewarni:gs; So he contrived circumſtances 
that .[udas finned a great finne ; for [udas knew be- 
fore thar Cbriſt was the Saviour of the World;He 
knew it by all rhe miracles he.had ſeene ; as alio 


| by 1s gracious words & converſe; & he protefied 


as much in following of him; and he had the writ=- 
ten word againſt it, Thou ſhalt net murder the in= 
nocent. Buryer further,God ro aggravare bis finne 


'ro the higheſt, orders it ſo, that Chrilt ſhould cell 


him of ir when he was to goe about it, pronounceth 
a woe tO him, John 12.22. that zt bad beene good 
for that man that he had never beene borne. Mar. 
14-21. and the Ditiples they were forrowfull at 


| Chritts ſpeech, when he ſuſpected one ofthem ; & 


{-ewed an abomination and derteſtaricn of ſuch a 
fact, there was a [urie of eleven men, yea witneſſes 
againft i; yea and 1udeas againit himiele, he alked 


if it were be; yea and Chriſt gave him a ſop, and 


rold him, thou hafi ſaid it, and ave vvhat thou doeſt 
quickly : which even then might argue to his con- 
{cjence, that he was God, and ſearched and knew 
his heart,and yer he went out, and did it immedi=- 


| arely. How did he finne againtt rhe, haire, as wee 


ſpeake,and how did all theſe circumſtances aggra= 
vate his ſinne ? | 
| Buryeta more cleare evidence cf this is that in- 


Rance of Pz/a#e, whom God many. wayes would 


have 


REA” te EE 
. 


60 AAppravation of fnning 


have ftopt in his finne of condemning Chriſt, whe 
exaninning him before the Phariſes,he could finde 
no faulc with him , as concerning thoſe things 
whereof they accuſed him, Luke 23 14.and yet to 
 allay their malice,unjuſtly ſcourged him, verſe 16. 
And turther, when he ſent him to Hered, as being 
willing ro rid his owne hands of him , Herod alſo 
found nothing worthy of dearh-in him, verſe 15. 
whick was ano:her witnefle might have confirmed 
hun concetning Chriſts innocencie. Yea yet fur= 
ther, thar the fact might be more aggravared, a 
molt nororious murrkererslife muſt be put tnrorne 
ſcale with Chriſts, and either the one or the orher 
condemned : and when the people yer chole Bar- 
rabas, vvay (ſayes Pilate) whar evill hath he done? 


ver.22.then he diſtinctly knew & confidered, thar. 


he was delivered up rhrough envie; Yea & when 
he was up6 the bench, & ready ro pronounce ſen- 
rence,as1t were, God admonithr him by his owne 
vvife, Mae.27. 19, whom God himſelfe i:ad admq 
nithed ina dreame,ſhe ſending him word ſhe had 
ſuffered many things by reaſon of him that night,and 
therefore have nothing((ayes ſnee)to doevuith that 
juſt man : yea hee himſelfe when he condemnes 
him, waſherh his hands. And thus ir falls out in 
many finfull bufinefles, which men are abour, thar 
Godofren and many leverall wayes would Knock 
them off, and frops them in their way , as hee did 
Balaam; reproves them,as he did him by a duwbe 


Aﬀe,2 Pet.2.16. ſothere by ſome filent paſſage'ot - 
providence, andinort onely ſo,-bur-by his Spirit alſo 


ſtanding in their way , with the threarnings ready 
drawne and brandiſht againſt them, asthe Angell 
did' with a drawne {word againit Balaam , 'and 
S501 yer 


_—_— 


him,was in his.view; for he vvas then in the Iudg= 


Againſt Knowledge, Gr 
yer they goe on ; This ts fearful), 
There are 3 Rules alſo, whereby the linfulnes of 
fin, as it 15 againſt knowledge , may be mealured, 
from what may be obſerved I N the act: as 
Firtt, rhe lefſe paſhon , or inward violence or | 
remptation to a bnne commutred againſt know= 
ledge, the greater linne againſt knowledge it 1s ar- 
gued to be; For then rhe knowledge is the clearer 
pafiion or remprarion being as a miſt. Bur, then 
rO fin, when a man 1s not in paſiton,1s to ftumyggle ar | 
nooneday.For as drunkennefle takes away rea 
{9 doth paſſion ( which is a. ſhort, drunkennefle) 
cloud & miſt a mans knowledge. And fo Ariſtotle 
compares the knowledge of an incontinent perion 
ro the knowledge of one thar is dtunk.W hen Ferer 
denied his Maſter ', though he had warning of 1t | 
before , and ſoir was againſt knowledge , andir | 
was by lying, & ſwearing ,and forſwearing, which ; 
are ſfinnes of all other moſt directly againſt know= 
ledge,yet he was taken unexpectedly ; and when | 
that which mighr ſtirre up feare to the utmoſt in 


ment Hall, yvhere his Maſter,juft before his face, 
was arraigned for his lifezand he thoug hr he mighr 
alſo have prefently been brought rothe barre yvith 
him,if he had beene diſcovered to have beene his 
Diſciple ; ſo as his paſſion being up,his ſoule yyas - 


-diſtempered, reafon had little rime to recover it- 
ſelfe ; And therefore though irvvas againſt knovv= 


ledge, yet theleſfle againſt knovvledge , becauſe 
knovviedge had leſam operationem , w had notits. 
perfect yvork tpon his heart;but novv Indas,in bew 
rraying his Maſter, had nor onely vvarning before, 
bar vyas nor tremipred to it, but yyent of —_ 
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and made the offer ro the Pharzſees , ſought how 
conveniently to doe , plotted rodoeit, had his 
wits abour him, had time to thinke of ir, and there=- 
fore it was ( beſides the hainouſneſle of the act) 
more alſo againit knowledge, and ſo the greater. 
So David when hee went to {lay Naba!, was in hot 
-blood,in a paſſion ; bur when he-plorred ro kill V- 
riab;he was in cold blood ; He was drunke when 
he'lay with Bathſbeba, bur lober when he made V- 
riah drunke;He wenr-quietly and ſedarely on in it, 
Andtheretore we ftinde Dav:d blamed only in the 


marter of V/r:iah , not ſo inuch for that of Bathe | 


ſheba. ZE 7k En | 
Secondly,the more forrow,reniſ4,o0r reluctan= 
cie, and regreeting of mind there is againlt a fin, 
*r 15a figne,that rhe knowledg of 1t is the ſtronger, 
and quicker againſt it ,. and 1o the finne the more 
againſt knowledge ; tor thar gaine-ſaying and dif- 
pleaſure of the mindagainſt it , ariſerh trom the 
f{trength and violent bearing of the pulſe of cons 
ſcience, and oppoſition of ir againſt the finne , ir 
ſprings from rhe-greater & deeper ;apprehenſion 
of the evill of the finne1n.the a&tion,which is rhen 
in doing; and though thatreluctancie be a better 
figne of rhe eſtate of the perſon, then-if there were 
none ar all ;z.;as:there is nor in thoſe vyho are paſt 


' feeling, commit fin with greedineſſe;whoſe eſtate | 


is therefore worſe, and more uncapable of repeh« 
_ -xance,yet the factir ſelf is argued ro be the more 
hainous,for it arguesir to be againſt ſtrong active, 


ſtirring knowledge. Þhis argued Herods finne robe | * 


much againſt knowledge (asgndeed it was) Mark. 
.6:26.the Text ſayes: He vvas exceeding ſorrowful: 
'Now-that he could nor haye beene , nalefle he had 
1455 | CXm 
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light of the 
knowledge and conſcience , lightning upon'mens 
\ bearts,uſe to hardenthem, and doe make them in 
.the end paſt feeling. And therefore in x Tim.4.2. 


Apainit Knowledge, C3 


png 7. apprehended vyhart a great finne 
it wasto behead obn;who, He knew, was a juſt and 
an holy man,ver.20. and who was one that had a 
great place in his eſtimation , for be obſerved him, 
and was wrought much upon by his mimiſterie,and 
he knew rhar hee did bur ſacrifice him to the ma=- 


lice of 2 wicked woman; and inthis caſe the finne 


1s alſo hereby made ſo much the greater, in that 
Conſcience doth ſtir up acontrary violent paſſion 
za the heart againſt rhe Ons therefore 
yer to doe it, when there is ſuch a bank caſt up rhar 
mighr reſiſt it, yer rhen to breake all downe,fuch a 
fin waſts the conſcience much. 

Thirdly, on the contrary the more bardneſſe of 


heart there is;avd want of tendernefle,in commits 
ting that ſinne, which a man kuowesro be a finne, 
1t is argued thereby to be the greater finne againſt 
 ermoebay” > Notonely the greater finne, bur the 


nne againſt knowledge. For hardneſſe of 
art in finning,is an effect of having formerly fins 
ned much Spank knowledge before. For as rhe 


unne hardneth clay, fo the beames of 


finning againſt knowledge is made the cauſe of a 


"ſeared conicience, 8hey.peake yes in Hy pocrifte& 
. therefore knowingly that they are lyes , and ſuch 
| lyes as damne 6thers as well as themſelves, which 
. who beleeve are damned,s Theſ.2.11.12. Andif 
|  ſo,no wonder jf it followes, having their Conſcien- 
. Ces ſeared with'an bot 5rom. It 15 not 2 cold iror 
. will ſeare their conſciences , and make them in- 


ſenfible , bur an hos 3ron;& burning and a ſhining 
tight, 
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tlight,which once-having had place zn their conſci- 
ences,aud being rezedted, they begin to be hatd- 
ned and leared... was knowledge Makes linnes & 
the apprehenſiqns of thera, familiar to.a man;, and 
ſo leile rerrrible.andtrightfull in the end,as Beares 
and Lyons doe betgmeto their keepers, through 
cuſtome. . /udas bad:a hard heart, when be came 7 
betray bis Malter,, ſurely his conlctence had ſmite 
ren hia: at firſt more. jor.nimming,our of the bag, 
then ic, did now for, this. of murder He cond never 
have had (uch a ard Deabſaha he nor had muth 
knowledge; Wasir, not a hard bearr,thar when he 
was challenged ro his jace, he could ſer a brazen 
face on.ir, .and did aike as well agt ie ret, 157 it 7 
When alſo Lag = him tO his face » Who 
ſhould dee ir,and.the Diſciples all ablorr* dit:Had 
not {udas lived under ſuch 1 blefſed''; ay a glorious * 
meanes,and finged{long againk Og all this 
world have (tarrled bir, & have fiaggered him ih 
. his purpoſe; bur. hee; goes on as if 1 were not! "18g, 
though vvhen he had done ic , lisc 2pſcienice vvas 
then opened too lae;; yvhen a may formerly barh 
beene troubled yyich a ſmall finne,morethen nov 
_ withagrofle lye; vvhicl he canUigt iſt berrer then | 
Once; rhe other 3. Or,vyhen befqreatt.. he omitred 
praying,1t tronbled ed him,novy he. can oe a Wetke 
vvirkour ,. and 1s nor ſenſible of it it, by 3s a ligne thar 
| bis knovviedge Ws ned.him dra 
Thus havin ſuch rtes 4 "voheteby you 
may eſtimare 54 alges of particular : 4t5 1 vvill 
. novy, proceed 19 Other. vyayes,agp Fs ations 5s 
from rhe Kind of 'knovvledge a .man fins againſt 
finagaioft vvhar kind of Knowlta is, of s hijobbs 
| & 6 dapgeronrAng theſe ; are we ons Wwe the 
: eve- 
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 Againft- Knowledge; 65 
ſeverall qualifications of thar knowledge, and the 
light which men finne againſt. For the greater,or 
the more ſtrong & efficacious the lighr and know=-.._ 
ledge is,the greater is the finne'of knowledgethou 
commitreſt;and this I make a third generall head 
tg explaine this doctrine by. All rhefe five Rules 
being applicable and common both ro particular 
acts againſt knowledge, and alſo lying in an eftare 
of impenirencie againſt knowledge, and all other 
particulars which have beene mentioned. 

Firſt rhengro fin againſt the inbred light of na- 
ture , thar 1s, in ſuchſinnes , as though rhou hadft 
wanted the lighr of rhe word in,thou wouldit have 
knowne to be ſuch: This is a high kind of finning, 
Such the Apoflile ſpeakes of, ;#de 10. What things 
they know naturally ,in theſe they corrupe themſelves 
as bruit beaſts, purting as it were no difference of 
actions,no more then beaſts,no nor in whar aarure: 
reacherth rhem;and therefore therin are as beats : 
For it 1sthe lig ht of nature purs the firſt difference 
berweene men and beaſts; and in ſuch kinde of 
finnesthe Apoſtle inſtancerh in this firſt C haprter,as 
namely , thar'of unnatural uncleanneſſe,in rhree 
parriculars:as I.ſelf-uncleanneſſe,ver. 24 bi#«vrss 
that is, alone by themſelves; So Beza & Ll hcopb:iact 
under{tid ir, which he makes there the firſt degree 
of unhaturall uncleannefſe, which is there'ore un- 
natural, becauſe thou deſtroyeſt that which nature 

ave thee for propagation , quod perds homo eſt, 
hen 2.the uncleane love of boyes, men burning 


_ 3n luſt with men,ner.27, be ir dj covered in what 
dalliance ir will, though nor arifing to an'1dt of $0. 


domie , doing that which n unſeemely ; ver. 27. 
which he therefore ſayes, — the perverting the u ſe 
| an 
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and intent of nature , and ſo isa fin againſt nature, 
leaving the naturall uſe of Women. My brethren, / 
am aſ bamed to ſpeakof ſuch things as are done 1n ſe- 
cret. Theie kind of finnes, by the Apoſtles ranking 
them,are in a further degree of unnaruralnes,then 
any other, becauſe they are made the puniſhments 
of other finns, which yer were againſt the light of 
nature alſo;namely, not glorifying God, when they 
knew him : yer that being a finne, the light oi na- 
rure was not ſpclear in compariton of theſe, ther- 
fore theſe are made the puruſhmentrs ofthe other, 
as being more againſt nature. So for men to bee 
diſobedient to Parents, ſtubborne rothem , and 
without naturall affeion,as the Apoſtle laycs, ver. 
30-31 - this is againſt nature , even the inſtinct of 
1, $0 unthankfulneſſe,& requiting evill for good, 
1S againſt a common principle in mens minds. Doe 
not the Gentiles doe good to thoſe that doe good to 
them? your hearts uſe to riſe againſt ſuch an one 
out of common humanity; or if you ſee one cruel! 
& unmercifull, which is another reckoned up, ver. 
2L. there being uſually principles of pirty in all 
mens natures,by nature ; Therefore for one man 
to prey upon,and tyranmze over another,as fiſhes 
doe over the ſmal ones,as Habakkuk complaineth, 
this is againſt nature; which reacheth you to doe as 
you would be done ts.Yo Covenant-breakers,& lying 
and forſwearing,, mentioned ver.3o. imventers of 
evill, & truce-breakers, are (ins againſt nature,and 
naturall hghr; Lying is againſt a double lighr,both 
morall;borh jars, which rels us ſuch a thing ought 
noTto be done;And fat:,whileſt we affirm a thin 
thar is not, the knowledge of the contrary ariſer 


. upin us againſtit, though there were no law for- 
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| bade it; Therefore of all fins elſe, the Devils luſts 


are expreſſed by two; Lying, which is a finne 
in the underſtanding , aad malice inthe will, lob 


 decondly,ro finne againſt thar light which thou 
didit fuck in, when-thou wert young,ro fin againſt 
the light of thy education, this is an aggravation, 8 
a great one, There is aCarechiſme of a bletſed 
morher Bathſheba,which ſhe raughr Solomon whe 
a child, purin among the records of ſacred Writ, 
Prov.z1. wherein ſhe counlels him bertimes,jot ro 
give bu ſtrength to Women ;\(he forerold him oi that 
tinne; & becauſe ir is incident ro Kings moſt; rhey 
having all pleafures at command,ſhe tels him par= 
ricularly ze deſtroyes Kings: and ſo alſo not ro drink, 
Wine, was another in{truction rhere hee was fore-' 
warned of ; this aggravated Solomons fault the 
more; for reade the 2.Chaprer of Eccleſiaſtes, and 
we ſhall finde there,thar be was moſt guilry in the 


 inordinate love of theſe rwo; bur he had nor been 


broughr ap ſo , his good mother had nor rhus in« 
ſtructed him. And thus allo when God would ag- 
gravare his owne peoples fin unro them, he recalls 
rhem ro rheir educarion in their youth in the Wil 
derneſſe: So lerem. 2.2. Goe and cry to them,1 re< 
member the kindneſie & towardlineſle of thy youth * 
he purs rhem in mind of their education by Meſes 
their Tufor,and their forwardnefſe then. And ſo 
Hoſ. t2, When he was a child,l loved him; And then 


- God bad therr firſt fruits, ver.3. this he brings ro 


aggrayate their back+flidiug,ver.5. Therefore rhe 
Apoſtle urgerh ir as'a ſtrong argument. 'to Tims 
thy, to goe on to perſevere in grace & goodneſſe. 
that be had knopwne the Scriptures from 4a co : 
EY 2 a 
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And therefore for himro fall, would-be more hai- 
nous. The reaſon 1s, becauſe light then 1nfuſed, it 1s 
the firſt,a virgin Iighr,as I may'callir, which God 
In. much mercy vouchſafed. ro pre-poſſefle the ' 
minde with, before it ſhould be deflowred and de- | 
filed with corrupt principles from rhe world;& did }. 
pur itthere to keep the mind chaſte & pure ; and þ 


this is alſo then.when the minde was moſt ſoft and 
render, and ſo fitter ro receive the deeper impreſe. 
ſion from ir. And hence ordinarily the light ſucker | 
in then, ſeaſons men ever after, whether it be for | 
good,or for evill; Ir fore-ſtalls,and pre-judgeth a | 
*man againſt other principles .;. And though a man 
comes to have more acquired knowledge & rea- | 
ſons afrer put into him when he is come to perfect 
age,yer the (mall light of his education, if ir were 
to the contrary,dorth bias him, and keeps him fixr, 
and benr that way.So we ſec it is in opinions abour 
Religion;the light then enrertained,can never bee 
diſputed-ourgSo' in mens wayes & aCtions, Traine | 
up a child in bi woay,, and he woill not depart from Þ 
3t.Prov.22.6.To fin therefore againſt ir,and to pur 
out the beames of ir, or defile ir, and ro weare our 
the impreſſions of it, how.-wickedis it,and what a | 
wretcharrt thou rodoe ſo ? 57 Fg | 
Many of you young. ſchollers have had a good 
Bathfheba that inftructerh you. , not rapoure ont f 
your {treogth to drinke or women, bur to-pray pri- 
yately,and ro feare God,& love him;and when you 
come hither, you have goodTutors alſo,who teach 
you.to pray ; Minifters, who inſtill bleſſed truths 
- gnro you, from-which,cne would think, you ſhould f 
. neyer depart; yer you doe. _ 
Thiake 
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'Thinke how grievous this is ; for ifir is made an 
excule'for many a manin finning , thatit anſwers 
bur. his edacarion; that he never knew or ſaw bet= 
ter,as you ſay of many Papiſts ; then muſt ir needs 
on the-contrary , be an aggravation. of fintulnefſe. 
Andas ut was Timothies commendation, that het 


' knew the Skriptures from a Child, ſor. will be thy 


condemnation , that thou kneweſt better from--a 
child, and yer rebelleſt againſt thy light. od: 
. Thirdly , the mare real! & experimental the 
lighr is, men ſinne againſt,ftill rhe miore finne ; AS 
when they bave learnt it from exatnples of godly 
men,whom they have lived amongſt , or rhe obs, 
ſervations of Gods dealings vyith themſelves or 
others , and nor onely from the word, norionally;. - 
Tolinne againſt ſuch 11ghr, this addes-a further de- 
gree; notonely ro finne againſt the bare light of 
nature, but alſo further , when nature hath beſides 
lighted her torch at the Scripture, and then when 
beyond all this, the reall examples and obſervati- 
ons made of Gods dealings with a mans ſel'e and 
orhers,ſhall confirme all this, rhis makes a mans 
ſinfulnefſe much more-grieyous; for as exemplaef- 
ficacius docent quam precepta,to the knowledge got 
by experiments of mercies or judgements, 1s 
more force and evidence. Knowledge learnt by 
experience , isthe moſt efficacious. Therefore 
Chriſt himſelfe,who knew all things already , yet 
learnt ( inthe ſchoole of experience:) by what hee 
ſuffered. A little of fome knowledge diftild our of 
a mans owne obſeryation, is moſt precious, every 
drop of ir; Therefore the Apoſtle argeth it on Tz 
mothie., 2 Tim. 3.14. Continue in the things thou 


| baſt learned, © beene "_ of, knowing of whom 
= 3 


thou 
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thou baſt learned them. There is a two-fold mo- 
tive,aud both empharical] 5 Firſt,he was affared in 
himſelfe ; and ſecondly , rhar which ſtrengthned 
thar aſſurance, and was a meanes to worker, was 
the example of the holy Apoſtle, and of his owne 
Parents, -Knowing of whom thou haſt learned ir: 


And ſo ver.1o. the Apoſtle againe urgeyh his owne” 


example : Thou haſt fully knowne my doctrine'8 
manner of life ; and rhenalſo brings ro his mind 
the education of. rhoſe his godly Parents, who in- 
fructed him.Hence alſo, Eſay 26.10.it is made an 
aggravation,” that in the land of uprigheneſſr..men 
deale unjuſtly. Thus light drawn from the obfer- 
vation of Gods judgemen's upon Ot:ters, it -much 
aggravates;-itis laid ro Bel( ba7zars charge, Dan, 
5.22. Thou knewelt all rhis,, how God dealr with 
thy farher Nebuchadonozer. Soſome of you come 
here,and live ina religious ſociery , and fee ſome- 
rimes one, ſomerimes another of rhy Colleagues 
turn to Chriſt, yea haply chamber fellow conver= 
ted from his eyil courſes , and yet thou goeſt on, 
rhis1s a finning againſt a grear lighr. 33209 
-; Fourthly , the more vigorous, ftrong, powerfull 
the/lighr is thar 1s in thee, and more ſ{zrringinrhy 
hearr,& joyned wicha taſte, the greater the {mnnes 
committed againſt it. are to be accounted. The 
more thou halt raſted rhe birrerneſle of finne., and 
Gods wrath, and haſt beene ſtung with ir as vvith a 
Corkatrice, thermore thou haſt ralted Gods good- 
neſle in prayer, & 1n the ordinances , the more of 
ſuch a knowledge,and yer finneſt the worſe. ]n the 
$.0f-lobn 25-Chrift aggravaresthe /ewes unbeleef 
1m himfelfe , and4rheir prefent bardnefſe, har John 
was to them, not only a ſhining, but alſo a —_— 
46 7 Ay ipht; 
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lighr, thar is,they haq ſuch knowledge engendred 
by his miniſtery,as wrought joy & hear,as well as 
light; therefore ir is added, tney rejoyced therein 
for a ſeaſon.And thus their iall, Heb.6.is aggrava- 
red, thart-it was ſuch a light as had taſting with ir. 
For ro explaine this, you mult know,that between 
ordinary notional] light, or rhat afſenting to ſpirt= 
ruail rrurh, which is common with men., trom tra=- 
ditionall knowledge living in the Church, thar be- 
rweenit & true ſaving lg hr > orthe lighr of life, 
there is a middle kind of lighr,which is more then 
the common conviction men have, and lefſe then 
ſaving lighr;.ir is a light which leays alſo ſome im 
preiſion on the affections , makes them feele the 
powers of Heaven 6 Hel,& be affected with them.. 
Now the more of ſuch light againſt a ſinne , be it 
drunkennefle,or \ncleanneſle,or opprefſion,& yet 
falleit to it againe,the worſe. Far this isa further 
degree added to knowledge, & not common toall 
wicked men. And therefore as thoſe ewes, vvho 
had nor-only common meanes of knovyledge, bur 
miracles allo,and yet beleewved not,lohn 12.17.1hall. 
be more condemned; to thoie who have ſuch taſt- 
ing knowledg ler on by the Holy Ghoft. { which is 
as much as it a miracle were wreught, for it is a- 
bove nature, a ſupernaturall worke of the Spirit.) 
And therefore to finne againſt juch lighr , and 
ſuch onely , is that vvbich makes a man in 
the next degree of firneſle ro ſinne againſt the Ho- 
weak. ;-..- | E 
Fiftly ; tofin againſt profeſſed knowledge,is an 
aggravation alſo, and an heavy one. To lin againft 
a mans owne principles which he teacherh others, 
or reprovyes or 'cenſurerh in orhers, Titus x.laſt. 


F 4 Th9ſe 


72 Aggravation of ſinning 

Thoſe that profeſſe they knowGod,and yet deny bim, 
theſe are moſt abominab!t of all others ; For theſe 
are lyars, and ſo finne againſt knowledge as lyars 
doe, inthe x [chn2.4,. ſuch anone is called a lyar 
in a double reſpect ,' both in that he ſayes he harh 
that knowledge he harhnor,it nor being rrue z and 
becauſe alſo he denyesthatindeed, which he afe 
firmes in word, this 1s ſcandalous ſinning. So Rom. 
2-24..the lewes boaſting of th law,and of having the 


forme of knowledg in their braines, cauſed rhe Gen» 


 #iles to'blaſpbeme, when they ſaw they lived cleane 
contrary thereunto ; And therefore a brother thar 
walkes inordinarely, wasto be delivered to Satan, 
eo learne vohat tt vwas to blaſpheme, x Tim. 2.20. 
Lhar is,ro learn ro know how evil & bitrer a thing 
It 15, by the rorments of an evill conſcience, ro live 
in ſuch acourſe , -as made God & hiswayes eyill 
ſpoken of, as it befel Daz34 when he thus ſinned. 


Yea 2 Cor.5.10. 1x.chough they might keep come 


pany with a Hearhen , becauſe he was ignorant, 
and profeſſed nor the knowledge of God , yet if a 
brother,one that profeſſed; and fo was to walke by 
the ſame rules did finne againſt thoſe principles he 
pro'effed,then keep bim not company;T hus did Saul 


ſfinne. All the Religion he had & prerended to in . 


his latter dayes, was perſecuting vvitches ; yer in 
the end he went againſt rhis Ris principles ; hee 
went ro witch in his grearexrremity arlaft, And 
thus God will deale with all that are hollow , and 
finne ſecretly againſt knowledge in the end. Hee 
ſuffers them ro goe againſt their moſt profefſed 
- principles, Hs 

Theſe are aggravarions in generall, applicable 
both ro'any act 6f finning,or going on in'a known 
Fare offinnings, ' © ib . Viee 
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Vſe. Now the uſe of all that hath been ſpoken» 
whar 15 it , Hur ro move all thoſe that have know. 
ledge, to rake heed, more heed of (inning then o= 


| ther men?Apd thoſe of them thar remaine in rheir 


naturall eſtate, rorurne ſpeedily & effectually unto 
God? For if finning againſt knowledge be ſo great 
an aggravation of ſinning,rhken of all engagemets 


_ torepentance,knowledge is the greateft. 


Firft,thou who haſt knowledge , canfſt not fin ſo 


- cheapas another , whois ignorant. Therefore if 


thou wilt be wicked, thy wickednefle will.coſt thee 
ren times more then it wculd another. Places of 
much knowledge , and plenritull in rhe meanes of 
grace,are deare places to live in fin 1n. To be drunk 
& uncleane, after enl1ghtning, and the motions of 
the Spirit, apd powertull Sermons, 1s more then 
rwenty times afore ; thou mighreft have commir- 


red ren to one, and beeing damned lefſe. This is 


condemnarion (ayes Chriſt ) that light came into 
the World. Neither canſtthou baye io much plea» 
ſure in thy fin'as an ignorant perſon ; For the con- 
icience puts forth a ſting in the act, when thou haſt 
knowledge. and does ſubject thee ro bondage and 
the fear ofdearh. When a man knowes how dear- 


, Ay he moſt pay tor it , there 1s an expeCtarion of 


judgement embittereth all. Therfore rhe Gentiles 
ſinned with more pleaſure then we.Therfore Eph. 
4.18.19. rhe Apoſtle ſpeaking of rhem, ſayes,thar 
through their ignorance, and darknefle, and wvant 
of feeling,they commitred lin vvith greedineſſe,& 
1o with more pleaſure; they not having knowledg 
or hearts ſenfible of rhe evils that attend upon 
their courfes. | | 

F 5 _ Sew 


*a . .  Apgravation of inning 
Secondly,thou wilr in finning againſt knowledg 
be given up to greater bardneſse.l the light that 1s 
in thee be darkneſle(ſays Chriit) how great is thar 
darkneſſe? Therefore the more light a man bach, 
and yergoes onin works of darknefle, the more 
darknefle rhat man will be left unto , even toa re- 

robare mind in the end. 

Thirdly, it will procure thee ro be given up ro 
the vvorit of fins, more then another man;ſfor God 
when he leaves men, makes one inthe puniſhwec 
of another,& reſerves the worſt for linners againit 
knowledge. Theſe Genezles,vvhen they knewGod, 
they vvorthipped him not , God gave them up ro 
the worſt of linnes, vvhereof they vvere capable,as 
unnatarall uncleanneſſe, &c. Bur theſe are nor fins 
ſonar enough for thee,thar arr a ſinner of theChri- 
tians, to be given up to drunkenneſle, or aJulte= 
ry,Xc. otherwiſe then to diſcover thy rottennefle, 
. theſe are roo ſmall fins ;. bur thou ſhalt be given 
up to inward profaneneſſe of heart , ( as Eſau was, 
having been brought up in a good family jo as nor 
ro neplef holy duries only,bur ro deſpiſe them ; ro 
deſpiſe the good word of God and his Saints, and 
ro hare godlinefſe and the appearance of ir ; thow 
ſhalr be given np to contemne God and his judg- 
ments, to trample under foot the blood of the Cove- 
nant,or elſe unro devilith opinions ; Thole orher 


are ro ſmall ro be puniſhmears of thy finne : For. 


ſtill the..end of ſuch an one mult be ſeven times 
vorſe then the beginning,as Chriſt ſayes ir ſhall; if 
thou werrt a drunkard, a ſwearer,or an uncleane 
perſon before; and thy knowledge wrought ſome 
alreration in thee, thou-ſhalc not haply be ſo now 


at thy tall,bur ſeyen tines worſe;profane, injurious 
| ro 


\ 
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Againſt Knowledge, 75 
ro Saints, a blaſphemer,or derider of Gods wayes 
& ordinances, 

-: Fourthly ', when thou commeſt ro lay hold on 
mercy ar death , thy knowleoge will give thee up 
ro-more deſpaire,then another man. Knowledge, 
though when ir is but newly revealed, it isan help; 
yer not made uſe of, rurnes againſt r!:e ſonle, ro 
wound it,& ro work deſpaire ; and this borh be- 
cauſe:we have ſinned againſt the means thar ſhould 
have ſaved us, as alſo becauſe ſuch as finne againſt 
xnowledge,ſfin with more preſumprion; and the 
miore preſumprion in thy tie , the more deſpaire 
rhou arr apr ro fall intoat death. Therefore Eſay 
59: 11.12. what brought ſuch crouble,and roarings 
like Beares upon theie Iewes? and that when ſal 
vation was looked for, that yer it was ſo far off from 
them,in rheir apprehenfions 7' Our iniquities (fay 
they) teſtifie to our face, and we know them. Now 
fins teſtitie ro our face,when our conſcience tooke 
notice of them , evento our faces, when we were 
committing them; and then alſo the ſame finnes 
themſelves wil apaine teſtifie ro our faces , when 
we-have recoutſe:for the pardon of them. There» 
fore thou wilt lye roaring on thy death bed,& that 
r:03 knoweſt them,will come as an argumenr,thar 
thou'ſhalr nor have mercie. As ignorance is a plea 
for mercie,/ did it ignorantly , therefore I obtained 
miercie,lo 1 did knowingly,will come in as a bar'& a 
plea againſt rhee,therefore [ſhall nor have mercie, 
. - Fiftly, both here & in Hel/.it 1s the greareſt exe- 
cutioner & tormenrer.In this ſence it may be ſaid, 
Qu: auget ſcientiam,auget dolorem;He thar increa=- 
ſeth knowledge , increa'eth ſorrow , as Solomon 
ſpeaks:tor knowledge enlargerh our AL 
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76 Aggravation- of ſinning 


of our guile , and thar brings more feare and tore 
ments. Have they no knowledge, wpho eate up my 
people? Yes,there x their feare(layes David.)There 
toreHeb.10.28. after finning after kuowledg,there 
remaines not onely a more fearfull puniſhment ,bur 
a more fearfulbexpeftation in the parties conſcien- 
ces. And this is the vvorme 7n hell, that gnawes for 
eyer,Lighrt breeds theſe wormes., CINE. 
Bur then you will ſay,it is beſt for us ro be igno= 
rant,and to keep our ſelves ſo. IT 
I anſwer,no: For to refuſe knowledge will damn 
as much as abuling ir. This you may lee in Prov.T. 
23. Ye fooles'(fayes wiſedome you that hate know« 
ledge, Turne,and lwvill poure my ſpirit tipon you,6&. 
make knowon my vvords to you. Well, ver. 24. they 
refuſed and would none of his reproot: Therefore 
{ayes God,l vvill laugh at your calamitie: Thar. is,I 
will have no pirry, bur in ſtead of pitry, God will 
laugh at you ; and vphen your feare comes, 1vuilt 
not anſyver , becauſe ye hated knovvledge, ver.29. 
90 as this is as bad. There remaines therefore no 
middle way. of refuge,rto extricare thy ſelfe ar,and 
ayoid all rhis , no remedy bur turning unto God; 
otherwiſe thou canſt'not but be more miſerable 
then other men;yea and this muſt be done ſpeedi= 
ly alſo : For thou having knowledge,Godis quic- 
ker in denying thee grace,and in giving thee up to 
a reprobare mind,then another man, who 1s igno- 
rac:t. He will wait upon anorher that knowes not 
his will & wayes,tvventy,thirty.forry yeares, as he 
did upon the Children of the 1ſraelites thar vvere. 
borne in the wilderneſſe , and had nor ſeene his 
wonders in Egypt,and at the red ſea: but thoſe rhar 


they 
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' they ſhould never enter into bs reſt.C briſt comes as 


a ſovift vvitneſie againſt thoſe to whom the Goſ- 
pellis preached, Mal.3.5. he makes quick diſpatch 
of the treaty of grace with them, Theretore few 
that bave knowledge are converred when they are 
old,or thar lived long under the meanes.And thber- 
fore you rhat have knowledge, are engaged to re- 
pent,and ro turn to God, and to bring your hearts 
ro your knowledge , and rhar ſpeedily alio,or elſe. 
your damnation will nor only be more intolerable 
then others, bur the ſentence of it paſſe our more 
quickly againſt you. Therefore as Chriſt ſayes, 
Ioh.12.36. Whilſt you have the light, vualke #n 1t: 
For that day of grace,which 1s very clear & bright, 
s uſually a ſhort one. And though men may live 
many -narturall dayes after,and enjoy the common 
Iighr of the Sunne , yer the day of grace, and of 
gracious excitements to repent,may be bur a ſhorr 
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AGGRAVATIONS 
OF SINNING 
Againft Mercie, 


@ ROM. 2.45. 
Or adeſpiſeſt than the riches of us goodneſie,and fore 
| bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing thats . 
the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to _— ? 
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7  Aggravation of linning 


But after thy hardnefit and impenitent heart trea- 
fureft np umo thy ſcife wrath againit the day 


of wrath, audrevelation of theighteous judges. 


went of Goa? 


aggravation , which che Apoſtle 
pursin the meaſure of theGentiles 


; tin'ulnefle ( which in the: former 
BY Chapter he had}, verſe 29. pro« 
== 


S. noanceth full before } ro make 


It fuller yer: Thezr ſinning againſt 


mercies, and deipiting rae riches of Gods guod- 


neſſe, patience, and forbearance, the hatefull evill 


andintquity whereof, can be better no way ſer our 


and illuftrared unro mens conſciences, : then by a 
diſplay of the riches ofthat goodneſfſe which men 


finneagainit. My purpoſe therefore is ro unlock 
and carry you intO that cofhmon trealury of our- 


ward mercies, and leade you through rhe ſeverall 
roomes thereof, all which doe'continually leade 
you wnto,repentance ; Thar then pelecting gpon 
our ungratefull waſte, and abuſe of ſo many mer- 
cies in {inning, thereþy our finnes,every finne, the 
leaſt, may yer appeare more ſinful] unto us , vvho 
are leſſe then the leaſt of all thoſermercies, Know 
then , thar beſides that peculiar treaſure of un 
ſearchable riches of grace laid up in Chriſt, Epheſ-2. 
7. (the offer of which. neglected and deſpiſed, 
addes yer to all that finfulneſle, a guilt as farre ex= 
ceedipg all that which ſhall be ſpokenof, as Hea- 


_ venexceeds the Earth.) There is another unrold 


Mine of Riches the Earth s full of , as the Pſal- 
mi 


x His 1s the laſt and moſt weighty 
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miſt rells us, (Pſalt04-24.) and the Apoſtle here, 
which theſe Gentiles only heard of , and which 
we partake of all as much as they. As there are 
riches of grace offered to you , which can neyer be 
<xXhauited ; Sorhere are riches of patience ſpenr 
upon you , which you will have ſpent our in the 
end; The expence of which , caſt up, will alone 
amounc ro an immenſe treaſure , both ofguilt-in 
you , andof wrath inGod , astheſe worgs in= 
forme us. | | 
To helpe you in this account, ]T will 
T8. Ingenerallſhew what Goodneſſe,or Bounty 
Patience,& long ſuffering are 19 God. 
| | 2. Thar there are riches of theſe ſpent upon 
1 all the ſonsof men. 
: 3- Thar theſe all leade men to repentance, And 
then 
4. I will expoſtulate vvith you, and aggra- 
yate your finfulneſſe , in. going on to deſpiſe 
- theſe by unrepentance, as the Apoſtle here 
4 oth. 

Firſt, in that God is ſaid here ro be Good , or 

Bouncifull : 2. Patient,or forbearing : 3. Long= 
, ſuffering , they ſeeme to note our three degrees of 
his common mercies unto-men. 

Firſt , he is a good, or a bountifull God : for ſo, 
as goodnefle is here uſed, ] exegerically expound 
it; For though ir be rrue, rhat goodneſie & boun- 
ty may differ ; yer when riches of goodneſie are 
ſaid ro be communicared,ir 1mporrs Sa ſame, and 
1s all one with Bounty ; And ſuch is God. And 
all thoſe noble and royall qualifications and 
properties, ' which concurre ro make one rruely 
good , and bountifull , doc meet and —_— in 

im, 
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$0 Aggravation- of inning 
him , in all thoſe good rhings which hee doth ' 
beſtow; and are found truly in none bur in him; ſo 
thatir may be truly ſaid, that there 5 none good bur 
God,as Corift ſayes of him. 

Now Bounty, 1Þ the generall, wtichis in God, 
miay be rhvs deſcribed ; | 

It s a free,ovilling anda large giving of vohat i; 
meerly hu ovun,lookang for no reconipence againe. 

_ To explainetins,thar you may ice that all theſe 
conditions are required to true goodnetle, and all 
af them to be found in God only. | 

x. He that is Bountifull , hee moſt be a(:7ver, 
and Beitower of good things, and all he beftows,ir 
muſt be by way of gift , not by way of recompence 
unto, or by deſert irom the party hee beſtoves all 
on:Therefore Chriſt ayes, Luke 6 33. thar to doe, 
good to thoſe 5vho have done,or doe good to 16,5 not 
thank-vvorthy. nor is1t Bounty. Bur God is there- 
tore rruely good, . becauie hee fimply,meerely.and 
abſolurely gives away all which hee beſtowes: For 
hee was nor,nor can any way become beholden to 
any of his creatures ; nor had formerly received 
any thing from them , which mighr move him - 
hereunto;ſo Rom.11-35.Who bath firft given him, 
that hee may recompence him againe? Nay, unrill 
He gave usa being, we were aot capable of ſo 
much as receiving any good thing from him. 

2. He whois tearmed Good, or Bountifull, all 
that he gives away muſt be his ovone ; And ſo all 
which God beftowes,it is his ovone. So Pſal.24.1. 
| The Earthis the Lords. The ground wee rread 
on,the place wee dwell in ; Hee is our Landlord. 
- Bur is that all? For rhe houſe may be the Land= 
lords , when the farnirure is the Tenants; Theres 

- ore 
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yea and the Pſalmiſt tn the ſame 24;Pfalme, addg 
further, thar they who dwtltheret 'dre by alſo $ 
Not rhe houſe and-furnitureonly ;- but the Inha= 
bitanrs themſelves. And rhis, by rhe moſt-fure,an 

moſt ſoveraignetirle that can be, better rhen rhar 
of purchaſz,or inherirance, of and from'another 2 
for he hath made them; AF 3 thine,becanſe all comes. 
of thee;fayes the ſame David, x Chio.29.11.12. 
And all chings zre novonly{ of him ] but[obrough 
hi] Rom. 1 1.36. That is, rhey canitiotttand nor 
ſubblt wirhour him: Ever Kmgs, (the'greareſt 8 


Fa 


moſt bounrifult off ment) «rheir. bounry ts bur as 


—_— clouds which though” they' ſhowre 
downe plenrifully ; yet flicy firlt receiyedall from 
''2,2He'mult give!zipely, iris hor Botnry elſes 
Now, God istherefore at robe rit#3goodneſſe;_ 
becadfe he is abundantinit. | So we fidetr;comis 


 patibe; ©Pſal. 33. 'F with P[alxo42 in? which 
F is ſaid , op the Eufeb i ful of Beghe tant and 


hs riches ; which we may judge:otiby whar hee 


- o 


Tayesiti rhe 27, verfe of that rog4i Plaine; of whar 
an FlIciiſe hee keepes*? "and Whar aiilfifiles hee 
feeds [1 'rheſe (faith'the Plalmiſt) ©vasr os thee, 
that thou yiayeſt giveThem meate, and thou openeſt 


thy bYyrd, und they are filed with goods: Kirig ati ; 
fo ouls* 
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Has Sub 1 "bur It. was, byr for halfe's yeare, v& i 
NOL.IO aloe en few. balfe hoc more would well | 
 hegpard himg ByrGod doth thus conti= | 
reſt; and « ok ft bounrifull of men, : 
EE EX refſe. .the ETD of | | 


Is boom W7 give: all be wives | 
ii nl Wh ic nf z0ugh I pur together, / 
Yet may, Foal y.IWO, diſt S;AS firſt, rhar hee | 
Thar $94 nſt\be a free. Fay in ir, whos. af. his # 
QICE Shaker he wool give any thing ap/ay.0 io , 
WT he: goth thc dxo the world , it } 
99 4, Slight, , and [eyen halfe the. world. Pl | i 
Once. is flto WT'Y yeaand all this hgktas its | 
WARE) ng r FAFPArS f rhe Mooge and | 
Searr meals SOnnEFg r be called pond or }|- 
unritull, becauſe it ſent Ph ahi light negeſsas | 
rely-and-aejarally 3; And canpor chooſe YL ſo; | 
nor can,Judmay inits beames:. But God is a free | 
Sin REMapar bi Shoe AREehen he Alia veſt 
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Againſt AMercie, . 83 
hand;ver.435.yea hee givesall away with delighe. 
So P/al.x04:3T. having ſpoken of feeding every 


; living thing, and of other the like workes.of his 


goodnefle;,rhroughour thar Pſalme, bee concludes 
with this,God rejoyceth in all by vvorkes : Thar is, 
doth all rhe good he doth ro his creatures with de=- 


8 light;Ic doth him good{as it were )to ſce the peore 
; * creatures wed. * | | 


Laſt of all, looking for no recompence for the time 


' * rocome. This1s anurher requibite in Bounty. Sayes 
- Chriſt, Luke 6.34. If you give to recetve againe, ds 


ſinners doe, this it not thank=worthie : bur ver. 35. 


| ſodothnor your Heavenly Father: For(ſayeshe) 


his | Doe good, and hope for nothing againe, fo ſ{ball 


you be like your Farher ; and then you ſhall ſhew 


ws ; your ſelvesrrue Children of the ſmoſtHigh.} In 


which word, he infinnatesa reaſon why God gives 


' all thus; becauſe he is ſo grear,and ſo High a God, 


as nothing we doe can reach him; as David ſpeaks 


. Pſal.x6:2:; My goodnefle:extends not unrothee : 


He isro0 high to receive any benebir by: whar wee 


' | .doe; Andieven rhar rhankfalnefſe he exacts, he re- 
| . quires ir buras an acknowledgement of ourdury, 


>|  andfor our good, Dext. 10.12. 


Arid fo-much tor the firſt , namely, what-Good- 


| ; nefſe & Bounty is ;, And how God is rruely Good, - 


oY & and he onely-ſo. Burthisattribure of mis:, andthe 


effects:of ir ; he exerciſe:h.rowards allaur fettow 


om Crearures;and did ro: 4demin Paradile.: Bur now 


-ſohs:of mer ;, 'now fa | 
-fefts-a further riches , namely,of patience:& long 


ro us vvard, ( as the Apoſtle ſpeakes ) namely, the 
30W | Non ko erevidcat anda 


7» | ſuffering ,, which the Devils.-parrake. notof , the 
1 © goobAngels:and other:Creartures.that finaed not, 
* ; G 2 


2 are 
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are uncapable of. . For as Chriſt fayes Lake 6.35. | 
| In whar he beſtowes on us, bes king ro ſuch,as are | 
| evill and unthank full. Mercy is more then good- | 
| neſie 2, tor Mercie alwayes doth reſpect. Myerie : 
it And becauſe all rhe Creatures are ſubje& ro a Mr- * 
| ſerie, Rom.8.20.21.22: of bondage and vanitie, þ 
| cherefore his tender Mercies are over all by workes. F 
| Bur yer patience is a further thing then Mercic, F 
| as Mercze1s than goodneſſe} being exerciued.,, not | 
j towards miſerable Creatures only, bur towards ſin- |; 
ners.,' and includes int more,three things furrher | 
towards them.  _ + + 
I. Nor only that rhofe perſons be doth good 
| unto doe offend,and injure him ; But thac himſelfe 
alſois exceeding ſenſible of all thoſe wiongs, and | 
moved by them, and alſo provoked towrath ther= || , 
by ; Ir is nor patience elſe..- So in the. 2,of Per. || 
3-9. Ir is nor ſlackneſſe ( ſayes he there: ): God s | 
rot (lack : Thar is, hee fits nor-in Heaven as one of | . 
the Jdol-gods, rhar regarded not whar-atts were | 
3 | Kepr here below ; Or. rooke nor ro:chearr mens | 
| carriages towards him; butis long-ſuffering,or pa- 
| . #ient 5 That is, he apprehends himielfe wronged, 
| 1s fully ſenſible of it; augry vvith the avicked eve- 
| - ric day,Pſal 7.11; he hathimuch adoe ro forbeare, | 
even when he dorh forbeare , and-lerterh rhem | 
\ - alone; .he exerciſert:anattribure., a: vertne rc= þ! 
wards them, -namely ,” patience, in keeping in of 2 
; Þ his anger.*z which is as to keepe fire-in. ones bo= F 
ſome. :.-: | ed CtTe. * 8 SOS F 
 Burſecondly, thisis.notall ; He doth nor fime 
Ply forbeare,and reſtraine hisanger*. bur! youch- 
| fatcth thar came he forbeares them in; ,, rhar. they Þ 
HY mighr xepentinitg And his mercies,as'meanes _ | 
5 2: ing 
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: Againit Meroie, ' 
* leading to repentance, So ir followes in thar, z 
Z Per.3.2.But God s long- ſuffering to w-ward, and 
2} his long-!uffering hath rhis in it, noe vvilling that , 
|. any ſhould periſh, but come uuto repentance. So 
. #: allo Rev.2.21.ir is called ſpace to repent.And all the 
leflings he vouc! ſaierh, he gives rhem as meanes 
# andguides tro leade them to repentance , as here. 
4 And Mar.18.29. Have patience with me, and ] 
: will pay rhee all. Thar is , give me alonger day 
{ and ſpace to-pay rhe debtin , and bee willing to 
| accept ir when I bring it, and ler me lye our of 
' priſon,thart I may be enablediopayirt. 

Thirdly , there is yer a further thing in his P4- 
eicrice, namely ,a wvaiting, and expectation that 
4 | men would come in,and repent. So Euke T3-17- 
_ Theſe three yeares have] [come ſecking] fruit , but 
 bave found none : There was an expectation , 4 
* f longinp,a deſire it would bring forth fruir,Oh when 
- | ſhall it once be,ſayes God,ler. 13.laſt ? 
eolf * Inthelaſt place , thar other attribute of /on 
ere ſuffering,which 1s the rhird , is but as a farther de- 
en f gree of Patience ; but patience lengthened out far= 
= ther ; Thar 1s, when God hath beene rhus patient, 
©, | hath forborne and waited for their comming in, 
7” | and thar nor for three yeares, but haply ehirtie fore. 
re, | te yeares, and {till they rurne nor ; His patience 
cm then begins (as we would thinke)ro be(as it were) 
| worne out,and his anger begins toariſe, as if he 
10: could forbeare no longer ; (as it was rowards that 
bo- : rree, Why cumbereth it the ground? Cut it downe) 
x yerhe goes on roſpare a man another yeare , and 
# many more yeares ſtill after thar ; and endurerh 
2 with much long ſuffering(as Rom.9.22.)the veſſels 
: of wrath, endures ro wonderment a{pve meaſure, 
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beyond altexpectation , all patience, as.it were; 
Th's is long-ſuffering. / 
The ſecond generall head is , that there are | 
[ Riches ] of. rhis his Goodneſie , &c, expended |} 
ON US, | | 
It is a.rich goodnefle, patience,and long ſuffe= | 
ring: Rich in themſelves ,. in regard of their abun- | 
dance,as they came from him; And Rzchallo in re= | 
gard of their precious uſefulneſie untow , as they ? 
may be 1mproved by us. . , 
Firſt, 572 +hemſelves they are Rich : if wee confi- 
der whar is expended,all that while, Hee layes our, 
not ſimply his power..to ſuftaine and uphold all 
things,and to mainraine us freely ; So ro doe,is no- 
thing to. him. For whileſt he doth bur {o,norhing 
goes our of purſe,or is derracted from him : (as I 
may ſo ſpeake) Hee feeles nor the expence either 
of power;providence,&c. - All. rhis coft him bur 
words : Fa he upholds.all , creates all by the vvord 
of by yawen Hebr:x. And thus ro maintaine the 
Angels, and ro bave maintained all mankinde be- 
fore they fell , had been no more. Bur ( my bre- 
rhren)whe now he mainrainsus ſinners, nor ſimply 
po wer go2s forth from him, bur his glerie 1s expen< 
ded,& raken from him, and for the while waſted, | 
derratted from;He loſerh,at preſent, every day 
infinicely by ns,and he is ſenſible of it ; every finne 
rakes glory trom him,robs him,as he himſelf com- 
Plaines :. That he »vho made the World, uphilds it, 
. (Keeps1r rogether , as.the hoopes doe the barrell, - | 
Ir would tall ro pieces 24.e-7o nothing; in.vubom all |} 
live, | lobn x.19.] as filhes in the Sea, yea upon 
whom all.live)thar He {hould:live anknowne, un- | 
thought of, unſezyed ; yea diſgraced, diſhonaured | 
FRAY ERS = EL | in |} * 
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inthe world,and haye-rhis world loſt ro him ; as ic 
were.z: And finne,the Devill, wicked men,tohave 
all the glory from'him +, ro be exalred-,. ro.carty 


| the whole YVorld. afore them. z; This ſpends 
- _— , hee: had;neede of, Riches to: doe 
5; t S "is + Fd pris "> ; - Us 


--, Secondly , conhdar.the multizude of fingers, 
thatthns ſpend ,; and live-upon theſe Riches , ng 
lteffe rhenall the World : Hee had need of multiy 


{ rudesof. patience.in him. Hee forbeares not one, 


bur all agd every one.; Wee looke npon, one man, 


| andſceing him very: wicked, we'wonder God cuts 


bim.not, off; we wonder ar our felves ,; that God 
did-nct. cut us off before this, ; when orice our 
eyes are opened $* Nay then caſt your.eyes over 
all the. World-, :and:ſftand amazed at Gods for- 
bearance towards tt. \. Take thexicheſt, man that 
eyer was, t0 haye millions of men;in bis deÞr,, it 
would: undoe him: foone. A1l' rhe. Word are in 
Gods..debt , and:runne ftill in debr:;every day 
more & more, and yet he breaks not, nay breaks 
nor: the; [5 on INE 9,559] 

Nay thirdly , to! manifeſt rhis abundance yet 
more. , conlider-not only the:multitude hee - fore - 
beares;burthe rime he hath done ir-. To forbeare 
much;and ro forbeare ir long : Hee harh forborne, 
and beene our of ipurſe from the begianing of 3he 
world,fince men were upon the face-of the earth; 
five thoufand yeares and a halle already; And how 
long:iris yer. to the day of Iudgement;wee know 
not;And yer ye lee, He'is as patient;andas bountis 
fullnowin the latter dayes of the:World,as he. was 
ar the firſt, Did thargreareſt Conyert .rhar ever 
was ;, :that had nor liyed paſt thirty :yeares-:in. his 


$8 eAggrayauons.offifining 
Jinfull eftare'(t5r hee was young when he held the 
ftoners clothesrhar ſtoned Srephan)and yer was the 
Ehiefeſt of ſinners, did hee yer(as bimſelfe fayes) 
thioke hitnſelfe 4 patterne of long ſuffering, 1-1 im. 
XI:x6.\ thought ir a grearmatter God .jhould. for- | 
deare.ſo long? what is the whole World then if 
he, being bur one ſinall poote veffell, was ſo richly 
laden withrhe riches of Godypatience, how isTthis 
great bark ofthe Worl1 then fraught , thar' hath 
gone over ſo valt a gulfe' of rime 2 How -mucti 
of-rheſe his riches-have beene laden init? ' = 
* 'And then fourrhly , adde'rorhis rhe expenſive 
prodigaliry of a] rhefe ſinners in all ages -;\ Every | 
tinner ſpends'{s6merhbing ; and how lavilh are-nien 
of oathes'? Al 'the thoughts of mens hearts from 
their youth up,they are evill,and only evill and: con- | 
#:nually*'' And how 'much then bath every .man | 
ſpent him? every ſfinis a debt.” 64.730" | 
'\ In the ſecond place, rhisisa rich goodneſſe:and }þ 
patierice ,-in;regard of the prectouſneſſe and uſes | 
Fulmeſſe:: Hr 00 2X; 1: 24 3 WPIf UT 30 300 
' Firit, preczoms, in regard of whar all theſe mani» | 
feſtationswf'his goodnefie:and-forbearance colt, | 
eventhe blood of his Sonne. ,, who as 4 Lord:hath | 
——_— p—_— atl vvichked men; Their lives, | 
and their Teptivall ; all thar time that here they 
tive ;) aad-all rhe blefſings: and diſpenſations of | 
goodneſſ ,-which here rhey.doe enjoy. Chriſts | 
mediation;lofar prevaileswith God for. all rhe 
þ near ,thavivpurs a ttop to rhe preſent procees 
lngs of juſticey: which orberwile: had ſaidof: all; 
z#batday'thou fidtreſt, thou: dyeft;::So that as Chriſk 
may be called the 1/iſedome: $8 tbe' power of God; 
fo alſothe-patience and the t6rg%ſufſeringof God: 


or, 


"4 * 


| 


1) Againſs Mexcies 5g 
For, for his ſake; & through his meanes, It is exer- 
tifed ; God would not ſhew a drop of mercy,bur- 
for his Sonne. © Which,I rake,ftrongly and clear 
ly intimared,in thar dealing of his with the Jewes; 


(Exod. 23.20. compared with Exod. 33. 2.3.4,&c., 


hnmediately afrer God had giver rhe Law , 
(by: rhe rules and threarniags whereof , God the. 
Father in his government wasto proceed) and at. 
rerthey had tranigreſled it. He there declares, 
thar he could:nor gee vvith them: For (according 
to the rules of his governmenr ) hee ſhould dem 
troy them; but by Ange!!, hee vvould fend them, 


| Even Chriſt ; he might thew them mercy, for hee 


was the purchaſer of ir: And rhat hee was that 
Angell, appeares,inrhar God tells them, ver.2r. 
that bis.name was in him , who allo would deſtroy 
them,if they rurned not and repented, according 


to the rules of, his Law, the Golpell. 


And precious , ſecondly,to us, in regard of the 
uſefulneſie, this goodnelle and long-ſuffering rend 
and' terve unto. "This makes this ſtock of rime 


| afforded you, by Gods goodnefle, to be riches in= 
| deed,rthar 3t « ſpace to repent ;(Rev.2.21.) Nor a 
| une of reprivall only, buc ro geta pardon in; And 
, | rhis makes all the good things we enjoy to be pre. 


cious indeed,thar they are meanes , leading us by 


| the band to repentance. Rich ir is, becauſe if your 


might be put io. | 


{ time bee laid out aSit ought , you may obraine 


thoſe farre ſurpaſling Riches of glory , reſerved for 
hereafter ; Win, and gaine Chriſt by it, and all 
his znſearchable Riches, All things receive their 
worth and valuation from w har they rend ro,and 
from whar depends upon them, aud the uſe they. 
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. A Bond , a1nans vill, which in it ſelfe (as it 1$.4 


piece ofparchment} is not worth one-ſt:illing ; yer - 


an eſtate of many thouſands may lye and depend 

onthem. And fo time, is nor ſimply precious in 
ir ſelfe \, dur in regard of the opportunities of it« 
And accordingly;in thoſe ordinary paſſages of our 
lives,doe we,more or leſle eſtimate and count time 
precious , aSthe butineſle allorred to it,is of more 


or lefle confequente : When a matter falls out | 
that cofhcernes us, and requires difpatch, and wee | 
are caſt into ftraits of tiine abourit, we count eve |}. 
ry minute precious:So this rame of ours: ( which i& | 
the chiefe and principall of rhat ftock , pur into 


our hands by Godsparience) being ſpace to repent 
#n,to-gaine andrrade for Heayen-wnh, in this reſ- 
pect every minure of it, is as much as Heaven. is 
worth, and one hovure of ir may be as much asall 
the time you are to ſpend for ever , after rhis lite 
ended; Every minute harh an influece inro ererni- 
ty. And how eyer you may account ir , yet the 
balance of rheSanctuary thus eſtimates your time, 
calls it your money : vvhy lay you out your money for 


what « not? &c. Eſay.55.2. (5.e,) This precious 


day of grace,and thoughrs, cares and endeyours 
whichare brought forth and minred in rhis rime 
allorred) theſe are your money, you might purch= 
ate Heaven by. And thus it hath beene eſteemed 
by holy and godly men , whoyer had lefle need ro 
value ir, having'done the maine buſinefſe ir was al- 
lorred for. D4vidinthe 3.9.Pſal:13 being broughr 
very low; Oh ſpare me a little,that I may reoover my 
ſtrength, before I goe hence, -and be ſcene no more, 
So Hezekiah, Eſay:38. how did he (ſhe for , 'and 
when he bad obtained fifreene yeares, 'how _ 

t > 4 | biette 


Againſt Hercie, ol 


| bleſſe God 3* Yer. 20. Or if by rhis you judge no 


ſo, thinke with thy ſelf, what ar the day of death 
thou wouldſt accounr of an honre., of a monerh, 


| a yeare ? Whar others , who have laine gaſ- 
| ping, vvould. have-given a World for time a- 


gaine , ( as1 have heard one crying day and. 
night, (calf time againe) Orif not rhen,Oh whar 


| in Hell! 


The third thing I am to ſhew, is, thar all this 


: goodneſſe, patience, & forbearance, 1s afforded ro= 
#. wards you asa meanes , and helpes tobring you ro 
| repentance, Ads 17 26.27.28. God ( ſayesthe 


Apoſtle ri.ere ) bath allotted ro men , dvorh their 
times to live in, and alſo their places of abode and 
habitations ; all richly furnithed with bleflings' ro 
upnold their lives and beings. And-to what end are 
both rheſe thus afforded ? That they might jeeke 
the Lord , if by groping after him (even as men in 
the darke ) they might haply finde him. But men 
being in the darke,and deſtitute of guides ro brin 

them unto God, may yer be as far of finding him 


| asever. Therefore adde bur the words of my texr, 


ro what the Apoſtle ſayes there, and we ſee, that 
this goodnefle of God rakes us by the band, 'and 
leads us to repeutance; To rurne from finne unto 
God,and (o to finde him. And rhus lead are-you. 
unto God , by the help of three ſeverall guides, 
which cach atrer other ſweetly leade you , and 

point you our rorhis. Bo 
. Firft, all this 700dneſſe beares witneſfle to your 
hearrs of a gractous hand rhart exrends it (elte in 
all.cheſe;Therefore in that 17.0f the As, he ſub= 
joynes, God x not far of any of us. Thar there is a 
good God beſtowes all things on you, 15a Hou 
yes 
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lyes at next doore of all his blefling, nor farre off. 
Yea they all (ayes the Apoſtle ro che fame Gen=: 
riles, Ats 14-16.) doe beare witnes of him,{though 
they wvent on in their owne vvayes) yet (ſayes he 
there) Cod left not himſelfe vvithout vvitnefe;rhar 
15,an impreflion on their hearts chat his good hand 
beſtowed all on them , when he filled their bearts 
vvith food and gladneſſe. | 

Secondly , His goodnefle having brought thus 
God ro mens rhoughts ', then yonr owne con- 
{ciences' rake you , and leade you downe imo 
your ſelves , and beare vvirneſle, that you by 
vvalking .in your owne vvayes , Qoe nothing 
but provoke and offend this good God, So 
Rom.2.15. 

\ And then thirdly , there is an indelible princi- 
ple common ro all men ro love thoſe who love 
them ; vvhich after the two former have broughr 
you hitherro,point you to Repentance , as the COn- 
cluſlion. [Sball we goe on to finne againſt thy good, ſo 
good ? returne evill for good / [s not this a naturall 
neceſſary, conſequent out of all theſe , ro ſay as 
they, Let us therefore feare the Lord, voho giveth us 
the early and the latterrauine, as its ler.5.26.27? 
And rhough men are ſaid to know ths, in the texr, 
yer the meaning is , t1ey doe nor chroughly and 
effeCtually conlider thus much, to as thereby to be 
broughr roRepenrance;yer however there is ſuch 
a vviineſſe of all this in all mens hearrs , and thus 
are they led on unto Repentince, would they ſee 
their way and follow their guide. 

The uſe ſhall be an uſe of expoſtulation ( as 
here the Apottle carryes ir) with men finfull and 


impenirent , for going on to inne againſt all this 
| mere 


Againſt Merci, 9y 


mercy ; Together with an aggravation of their 
finfulnetie hereby. Men, if young , doe uſually 
take the advantage of this their precious time, 
(which out of ſo mnch long ſuffering is vouchſa- 
ted rhem ) and of all thote precious opportunt- 
ries, and blethings they enjoy , ro improve them 
only , inreaping and gathering in ro themſelves 
the pleaſures of tinne ; making the time of youth 
their harveſt of inning , and yer :thinke to eſcape 
by repenting , afterwards ; and then when old, 
after they have already enjoyed along and a faire 
Sun-ſhine. day ro rurne ro God in,and- to have 
ſowne much leed ro the Spirir. the comforr wher=- 
of they might now have reaped; yet as they have 
alrogerher neglected {o ro doe all rheir youth, 
ſo they goe on to doe fo ſtill , whileſt they 
| \ fee they have any day left , be it never ſo neare 
| | the ſerting : and doe chooſe rather deſperate=- 

ly., to venture their eftare inthe World ro come, 

vpon the riches of his mercy pardoning, (though 

withour all-care and endeayour ro change their 

hearrs or lives ) upon the experience they have 

had of tbe riches of his mercy, forbearing. them 
 - In this World ,: thinking/.to finde him: the ſame 

4n borh, , |. fd oxi: 17) : 256171 

With all ſuch , let me reaſon alittle, and from - 
the Riches of Gods goodneſie , patience, ©c.: ſperit 
upon them, at once expoſtulare with rtem! } fox 
their impenitency, and aggravate to them their 
finfulnefle.,,; and alſo , if, poflible ; prevaile-with 
themtogogan to deſpiſe ic rhus no longer j;And 
if there be any principle. of ,.common ingenuity, 
. any ſparke -( 1 doe not ſay of grace, burt;of good= 
'neile of nature) lefr unextinguiſhr , me ms " 

0 
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ſhould affect you , :and-doe ſome good on you ere 
E have done. By: | | | | 
- * Atnd'to thar end:conſider a little, and compare 


rogether Gods loving kindnefſes towards you,and | 


your unkind dealings:towards him, 

: | To begin at the very beginaing of thy being : 
how-much-riches of goodneile were there laid 
buried inthy foundarion? When the firft corner- 
ftone was laid, when thou werrt made a man, ( be= 
fides the colt which .bath beene ſpent upon this 
building fince) and,caried as thou arr , even that 
very foundation was laid in bloody miquities , In 
which thou wert concezved ; And rhe very mate- 
rialls of ſoule and body, .rhou conſfittett of , being 


tempered with finne, {ke the ſtone in the wall, and- 


bearne out of the tember, cry our every moment ro 


God againſt thee;-as Edom did, Raſe it, raſe it, even 


to the very ground, Wbrt 
-:Comider how but rhe orher day 'thon wert 
-meere nothing, and when aninfinite number that 
never were nor thall'be;,: were in as great a potiie 
bility of being as thou, -( for when hee madethis 
:World;he couldihavelaid'it alide wholly,and'crea= 


zed mallions ot orhet Worlds) yet: he choſe thee 


to have a roome in this, bur one World , -(for hee 
THeanestio make nomare-)' and this'world could 
'have ſtood wirhont thee;and did before:thdy wett, 
and itil doe when thou'art gone ; yethee called 
Thee forrch our of nothing , and by his Almighty 
poweribade thee ſtafid:forrh when there was no 
need of thee. {ay hechoſe thee rohave abeing: 
_ fot-as there is an eleion of things: thar are to 


ſalvation, ſo'out of things that were nor unto be- 


ing; And wrerch thatthou art , if thou repenteſt 
fin nor, 
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| paint eNercie, © 5. 
riot, thou deſtroyeſt what God hath made , and 
hadit better have kept norking (till , and never 
have peept out, orelſe to ſkulk into thy firſt no. 


& 


thing aguine , for thou art loſt, berter never to have 


 beene borne. 


- Secondly , Confider yer more goodneſſe. Thon 
migliteſt haye beene admitred into the loweſt 
forme ofcreatures, have beene a worme, a flea, a 
flye , which we men fillip and cruſh to death ar 
pleaſure;Bu: to be made a Man, created one of 
the States, Barons, Lords of the World the firft 
houre, admitted into the higheſt order , crowned 
2 King in the wombe , as David ſayes of man, 
P/al.8.5. made a little lower then the Angels , but 
crowned with glory and honour ;' made t» bave do. 
mnzon over all the wuorkes of hu bands, The one 
halfe of thee is more-worth then a whole World, 
[ thy ſoule ]., as Chriſt ſayes,rthat went to the price 
of ſoulcs ; ypon Which God hath beſtowed an e= 
Ferry of being and made | he picture of hi 
face, his Image, when orher creatures doe weare 
bur his footſteps, And' thy body the other peece, 
and indeed Far th Caſt, the Sheath, (as Daniels 
phraſe , and. the Chaldee hath'it , Dan.7.1F. 'of 
thee, what acurious workmanſhipis it ? Wonder 
fully and fearfully made, as David fayes, Pſalms x 39- 
36: curiouſly wyroughe in the Joper parts of the 
Earth:So there he calls the womb; becauſe as cu- 
rious workmen,when they have ſome choice piece 
in band, perfect jr1n private,and rhen bring ir forth 
$0 lighr for tents gaze ar;So God our of atedre, 
a; drop, bee bath hmmed outthe Epirome of the 


ook woild;the Index ofall the creatures. Sunkg, 
| Moone, Starres,are to befound in thee.7Eccl.12:2.) 


And 
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NES hauſt becrer ( as Chriſt 
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And yer wretch asthou arr, thou art with all the, 
Epitome of Hell, and brougceſt inco the World, 


' muth thee, the ſeeds and principles'6F all the villas; - 


nies thar have beene actcd in the World , and if 
thou repenteſt not,thou hadit betrerhave beene 4. _ 
Toad , or Serpent , rae hatetulleſt of creatures ; 
Aqad wouldit change thy condition with them one 


day.. ©7 ARSE | % 
- Thirdly, being.a man, haft thou all chy mems= 


. bers that belong' unto a man 7 Jris becauſe bee 


pvrote them all in hx booke,Pſal. 139.16. If he ha# 
lefr our an eye in biscommon=place booke , thoy, 
hadft wanted it ; Is port that a mercy ? Aſke the 
blinde. If rhou haglit wamed' thole windows 9 
look our at,, thy. bddy would have beene a dine 
x ty INT; _— py" 
geon, the world a priſon. Jf a Tongue ( vobich # | 
ty glory ) or an eare,thou hadithyed amor men, 
as.abcalt among inen. Andyet.when God gave | 


thee all rheſe , what did he but. pur Weapons inro 


an encmies band? For haſtthouſnor ufed all thefs; 
£& Weapons of untigbteouſneſie 2 {nſomiuch as' eh 
tongue , bur one member , 1S Called. 4 'ovorld © 


ngquitie by the Apoltſe ; "And iF rhoy tepenteſt = 


(is ) have ev 


- 


I * d& \. > > - p : \ tha -. {4 ; 351! ITTS- $I 
red into. rhe World. yvithour at eye, an; cate; 


a. gpgue , then Viith theſe $5e, fot ever in- 
WEE RR... ao as 
_.- Fourthly ; when rhou'wett' taken out of rh's 


.wembe, (whefe.thou didk remaine , Bur whiteftt 


th 


hop wert aframipg 7 what aſt%ely Palace hath 
be. broughr thee.into, [the World ] which thok 
findeſt prepared: 7 and ready filrmihe' with; all 
things for thy inaintenance Te. 1 was tothe 
Gaticen of Iſrael; A ttately houſe rHfoa buildedft 
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Againſt Mercies 97 
not;rrees thou plantedfſt nor,a rich Canopy ſpang= 
led, ſpread asa Curraine over thy head ., hee lets 
upa Taper for thee ro work by [the $11} tl thou 
art weary , Pſal.204.23. and then t goes downe , 
wirhour thy bidding , for it knows zt5 going downe, 
ver.I9. and then he drawesa Curraine over halfe 
the world,that men may goe to reſt , thou cauſeſt 
darkneſie , and it 6 night, ver.20. Anhouſe this 


. world 1s, fo curiouſly contrived , that ro every 


roome of ir,even to every poore village, ſprings 
doe come as ne ro finde thee water. So Pſals' 
104.10.k-r.. The-pauement of which houſe thou 
treadeſt on,brings forth thy food , ver.14. Bread 
for ſtrength, Wine to cheere thy heart, Oile to make 
thy face to ſhine, ver.15. Which three are there 
ſynecdochically pur - for all things needfull ro 
ſtrengrh,ornamenr,and delighr. The. very Cham= 


bers of that houſe (as David calls them ) drop fat- 


n2ſſe,and water the Earth,ver. 13. He wheeles the. 
Heavens abour,and ſo ſpins our time for thee,eve= 


* Iy moment of which rime brings forth ſome 
 blefling orother,and no one is barren. Theres 


fore Pſal.65.12.the yeare i ſaid to becrowned with 


| goodneſie : A diadem of goodneiſe encircles ir 


round : And yer thou: haſt filled rhis world rhou 


| thusart bronghr into, with nothing bur rebellions, 


as hee hath done with bleflings, and haſt piled up: 
ns ro Heaven ; And thoa haſt prefled alltheſe ar- 
mies, of. bleſſings thou- findeſt rhe world filled 
with, to.fight againſttheir Maker, under the devils 


| banner,, ;whom thy wickedneſle ſers up as the God 


ef ths Worlg. And as. the. years is.crowned with 

goodnes,fo.zhy yeares with.wickeHnes;& nomo= 

met is bartE;hut all thy imaginatiere cull catinus 
b _—— 


aly,xea ' 
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And yer wretch as thou art, thou art with all rhe 

Epitome of Hell, and brougeſt 1fro the World, 
 wuhthee,the ſeeds and principles'6F all the vitla-, - | u 
nies thar have beene acted in the World, and if | 4 
= thou repenteſt not,thou hadit betrer have beenea, | V 
| Toad , or Serpent. ,, rae hatetalleſt of creatures; | ” 
And wouldſt change thy condition with them one. rt 


day... 20 SON = 
| "hardly, being a man, haft thou all thy mem«= | » 
| . bers that belong unto a man ? ]ris becauſe bee || Ie 
i - pvrote them all in-his booke,Pſal. 139.16. If heha# | d 
I - lefr our an eye in biscommon=place booke , thoy | 1 
hadſt wanted it ; Is por that a mercy ? Atke the | Of 
blinde. If thou haglit wanted thofe windows'to | Fo 
Jooke ourat,, thy. body would have beene a dine I} #/ 
geon, the world a priſon. Jf a Tongue ( vobich ſy 
thy glory} or an eare,thou had{tlived amor men, i 
Asabcalt among inen. And yet. whetr God gave | be 
rheeall rheſe , what did he but pur Weaponsinro || 
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Againſt Mercieg 97 
not;trees thou plantedft nor,a rich Canopy ſpang= ; 
led, ſpread asa Curraine over thy head ., hee lets 
upa Taper for thee ro work by [rhe $11} #4 thou 
art weary , Pſal.104.23. and then it goes downe , 
withour thy bidding , for it knows :t5 going downe, 
ver.19. and then he drawes a Curraine over halfe 
the world,that men may goe to reſt, thou cauſeſt 
darkneſie , and it 6 night, ver.20. An houſe this 
world 1s, fo curiouſly contrived , thatro every 
roome of ir,even to every poore village, ſprings 
doe come as pipes to finde thee water. So Pſal. 
104.10.k-1.. The-pauemenr of which houſe thou _ 
rreadelt on,brings forth thy food , ver.14. Bread 
for ſtrength, Wine to cheere thy heart, Oile to make 
thy face to ſhine, ver.15. Which three are there 
ſynecdochically pur for all things needfull ro 
ſtrengrh,ornament,and delighr. The very Cham= 


bers of thar houſe (as-David calls rhem ) drop fat- 


neſſe,and water the Earth,ver. 13. He wheeles the: 
Heavens abour,and ſo ſpins our rime for thee,eve=- 
ry moment of which rime brings forth ſome 
blefling or orher,and no one is barren. There« 
fore Pſal.65.12.the yeare s ſaid to becrowned with 
goodneſie ; A diadem of goodnetſe encircles ir 
round : And yet thou: halt filled this world rhou 
thus art broaghr into, with nothing bur rebellions, 
as hze hath. done with bleſſings, and haſt piled up- 
ns ro-Heaven ; And thou haſt prefled alltheſe ar- 
mies, of..bleflings thou- findeſt the world filled 
with,to.fight againſt their Maker, under the devils 
banner,, [whom thy wickedneſle ſers up as the God 
ef chs Worlg. And as. the. yeare is.crowned with 


| g00dnes,fo.zhy yeares with wickeHnes; 8 nomn- 


met is bartE;hut all thy aan euill citinus 
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' thee our. 


 more'would hee thaverthought'it” zo hav 
lived ſo; many: yearts ag ane'as head done free 


Apgravaditwof ſidining 
Yea thou haſt finned againſt Heaven aid Exrth,8c 
ſubjected the wtiole creation utito vanity: ; laden 
the-Batth and flet it lo: with witkednefſe, that 12 
groancs., the axeltree of iris even ready to crack 
under thee, andthe ground thourreadeſtonh r6ſpuc 
. Fiftly -, fince thou cameftinro the World, what 
along time harh God tuffered "thee to live in ir 2 
hee bath nor ſpared thee three yeares only, '( as 
he did the figtree) bur thirry;forty. And when 
thou'fi-{t madeſt 601d'to thruft forth thy rrairerous 
head into the World, Death (which finne*broughr 
into the world with it) tight have atrefted rhee, 
and rald thee , this world wasrio place: for thee, 
fer Hellis only our owfie place, As £.25; thou 


{ſhouldeſt have beene executed the firſt day. And | 


is not.ſo much time of eafe from puniſhment infi- 
nite mercy: Caft bur'your' thoughts upon the 
Angels tharfell, rhart have beene iri Hell from rhe 
firſt moment of their finning; doe but thinke with 
your ſelves, what thtywould give rohavefo winch 


_ rime, cur ont of tharereriity, 'they'are ro runne 


through, and-ro haveit ſeruparrfor eaſes, Abd to 


be vord.'of rorment':- "if the rich 'nfan in Hel, 


made it fuch a:great ſuir,/and comnredir fo great 
a favour 'ro have bur one drop of ' water (which 
could bur'feri a little while (ſcarce more then a 
momient:)' have cooled'ayd eaſed; 'trothis'whole 
body, [bur the tip of his rofgnc only) how'ninch 

it mercy zrobave 


from torment? :Wharis it rlien for thee, to live 
ſo many yeares freeifrom'the falling' of the leaft 
drop of That wrath; wienroof: thefult vlalls-{houtt 
£3.46 : 4 


have 
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have-beene poured our many ;YEATLEE agoe2 The 
fameLaw Was qur.againſt us , which A gry” Ef 


Again eFAerciec 


gain{t the Angels : That day thou cateſt,thou jbals 
dre the dearb : Whar :pur the difference 2 Lhe 
Apoltle.rells us, his long-ſuffering to #5,ward: Not 
ro. themzfor in Chap 2.4 hee had rold us thathes 
ſpared not the Angels which fell, bur poſted , and 
tzrew them 'into/Hell , as ſogne as .they had 
tinned: . TYEION Wah ans FFAnDS., > <a _ 

 Sixrly;, Pur further , frithe$.place; Js this all,Þ 
Harh-it beene hare)y a time of eaſe.giventhee, a 
time of reprivall > No , it hath beepe more, fp4es 
torrgpent,and.ſo tro obraine thy pardpn in, Rev.2- 
24. And .asit hath beene more than caſe of ror- 
ment. untorhee , ſo alſo conſider jir hath beene 
more-rhanflackneſle in: him thar hath afforded ic 
to.thee, .asthe Apoſtle rhere dorh rellus. Jr is 
not that, he harth rooke no.natice of thy, offending 
him ,, bur he is ſenfble of every idle thought , o* 
every oath, vaine word, and. as the Sctiprure; rels 
ns-He is pained. art the yery heart, inſomuch as.hee 
repents rhat.ever he-made thee; (Gen.6.) Heeis | 
angry with thee everyday thou riſeſt, every time 
he:lookes on thee, whenever he meets thee going 
 Imo the Taverne ro be drunke, the whorehoule to 
beuncleane , whenhee meers thee. reeling in the 
ſtreers , hee hath much afoe ro forbeare killing 
Thee,as be had ro-foxbeare Moſes when hemerhim 
inrhe Jane ; Hee is-ready to;have;a blow ar thee, 
and-ir ſhould nox need. þe. any ;grear, ftxoake, ar 
fetching -his arme abaur_; if hee.dig/hur þlow.on 
rece, than werr conſumed. To ſuffer thee to'live, 
fdorhtberefore colt ,him much riches. of parjecce; 
bus tQ cut zhee aff; need eo him porking;He $40 
SPS (7 ee 1 2 | S 
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200 Aggravation of finning 
doe rhiar with eaſe: Bur further, alJlis joyned with 
a #villingneſie that thou ſhouldft repene , and ner 
periſh, as that place rells thee. Ir were much 
mercy for a Trayror to þe'reprived, ro have a leaſe 
of his life for twenty yeares , though there were | 
no hope nor meanes of obtaining bis finall par- 
don after that rime ſpent,and this alſo,though bur 
for one weadonatdihough al thar time of his re= þ/ 
privall hee carries and hehaves himſelte never fo 
obedienrly. Bur unto thee, this time hath beene. 
more than a longer day of lite, and putting off the | 
execution (which for rhe guilr of that firtt rebel- 
lion ſhould have been acted on rhee in the womb) 
it harh beene time to repent in: Angd.yert hath nor 
this rime of thy reprivall made thee {o much the 
more rebellious ? And haft nor thou ſpenr all this 
rime in-making up the meaſure of thine injquity 
full > And"hath ir beene willingnefle only in God 
thar thou ſhouldeſt nor-periftÞ yea more, joyned 
- with waiting alſo , when ir ſhould once be, thin=- 
king the time long , as longing and'defiring thar 
-thou woulaſt repent , that he' mighr pardon thee, | 
Thus lerem-x3.laſt,God expreſſerh himſeifz, when 
ſhall ir once be? yea and conſider how any dayes 
Oi payment have been ſet, and how many promi- 
ſes made, and broken all by thee, and yet (till hee 
wairech unto wonderment.' |  - ETFS 
Thou receiveſt preſſe money at rhy Baptiſme, 
when thon didſt promiſe-roforſake the deyill and 
all his workes , and ro begin to ſerve him, when 
thou ſhouldft begin rodiſcerne berweene good & 
evill. But no ſooner did the light of knowledge | 
dawne in thy heart , -bur thou beganſt ro fighr a. 
 gainſt him; Anduiby firſt rhoughrs ro this En | 
| «M4 | cence 
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| ” Againft' Mercie, ©. TY 
beene only and continually: evill. And then 
(baply) in thy younger yeares, before thou had(t 
raſted ofthe pleaſnres of finnne, he gave thee am 
inkling,by meanes of thy educarion,of his good- 


'# nefl= rowards thee , and of thar happineſle:to bee 


had in him , and thou hadfſt rhe farit offer of him, 
ere thy tender years were poyloned by the world; 


> And he.hath dealc with thee againe 'and _— | 
| both by his Word and Spirir ; Not ' watte 


but: vvooed rhee ; and hath beene a'ſuiter to thy 


| heartlong ; AndI appeale to your hearts , how: 
many-promiſes you have made him ,- of turning” 


from all: your rebellions ro him , after fuch a: Ser= 


mon, which was brought powerfully homezin ſuch 
a ficknefle,, and in ſucha ſtrait , rhy conicience 
' knowes full well; : And till God hath made rryall 


of thee;and apr ore longer day ; And though 
thou haſt broke with'him againe and againe , yet 
hee harth-forborne- thee againe and againe, and 


when 'thou ſhouldeft come in, and be as good as 
chy word, and ftill thou haſt failed him. And yer 
behold and wonder , and ſtand confounded ar rhe 
riches of bis long ſuffering , thar after ſo many 
yeares expence,and promiſes broken-by thee, ex= 


ectarions failed in him , 2nd many mockeries of . 


im , afrer all this hee is yer willing'to accepr of 
the remainder , if. thon  wouldſt fperd the reſt of 
'the time, left thee im:the fleſh, according tohn wall, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, T Per. 4.3. even to loſe 
principall, uſe, andiall;, for whar 1s paſt , and re= 
quires bur. the ſame compoſition was propoun- 
ded-the firſt day; yea ard not only ſo, but with 

, 15 OSS 24 pron 


only,! 


_ harh waired this rwery;thirry, forty,fifty;bzry years 


393 Apgravitiow of 6icming 
rail, E x0. becHme a debror unto thee , to beſtow 
arther riches on:thee than. ever yer .thqu ſawelt, 
erart.able.ro, conceivg;yetand-all this, -when bee 
could haye tis,penny worths our of thee. another 
way , . and :lbſe:nor. one-farthing-by thee , butby 


puniſbing- thee: in HeIt- 5 recover all to che ui- 


"Neither ;:ſeventhly , hath ir beene- barely and 
qmiply an act of. patience and forbearance , though 
Jjoyned with this willingnefie , thou ſhpuldit. nor 
perifh;or meerly a permifiive adt of ſuffering rhee 
to-live. * Bur God ſhewesforth;yer more rick es of 
goodnefſe;joyned with this long ſuffering; ;' in him 
yt live, and-move,and bave your being ; ang doſt 


twy lve in him; only-2 Nay thou liveſt on him al- | 


16 ,*vpon-his coſt and charges ; . 1have bung vpon 
bee (ſayes Danid) from my mothers wombe, - And 
conlider whar thy life 1s that of ſo-ſmall a bottom, 
ke ſhould ſpin qur-ſo-lang a.thred!! Had hee nor 
grawne tt out of his own powet;as the ſpider,dork 
ker web ourof her owne bowels, it bad beene ar 
In erid the legohd minute; To maintaine thas rus 
ar all niojture,that Osle that feeds ehe:L;ampe ;and 
hight of thylite ;-.chat radieallbal{aminni, this is as 
great a miracle 44 rhe maintaitiing -the.Oyle 5w/the 
_ eruxe of the-pootefamilhed widow: And further 
ret;harh ermaittained rhee only?Nay more, hath 
e hor defended thee; rooke thy part, protected 
thee, rooke thee under hiswing.; as the. Hea dorh 
ker Chickens, to ſhelrer rhee-.from thoſe many. 
dangersthy life h\th been expoſed wito?: Qrther- 
wiſe, how many wayes.ere this;had£® rhou brene 
Fnarch.away bytof the Land.of the Living? b« thy 
eaſc;the calc of the fgtitconly,which before wee 
men» 


—— 


1- 


_ 


__ 
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be longed ro haye had ar lobs. 
lump offleſh, ſhouldſt wake through, and is the 


© Higainſt Mercie, 103 
mentioned, that when God cryed, Cut it downe, 
another cryed,ſpare it ? Bur there bave been ma=- 
ny have.ciyed , Cyt thee downe , and God hath 
cryed, fpare.Ibece : There is neyer a minute , but 
the devills would hzve hada blow ar thy life , as 

That thou,a poore 


midit of ſuch an hoſt of fierce and cruell epg- 


| mies, Whoſe hearts are ſwelled with malice ar 


Chee , and God ſhould fay tp them all,concernin 
thee,as he did tro Labqn concerning lacob , Touch 
not thi man, And yet if thou werr not liable to 
their malice and power , .yet conlider how many 
dangers and caſyalties , beſides, thou hatt beene 
kept in,and from; as falls, drowning, killing many 
wayes;How ofren have the arrows 0: death come 
whiſking by thee ; rooke away thoſe next thee, 
(baply of thy Kindred, bio ber,fifter, yoke-tellow, 
of to ſame houſe, family with thy ſel.e ) and yer 
have miffed thee? And if wee looke no farther 
than theſe dayes of mortality we have lived; Two 
great plagues in this Kingdome , how have the 
moſt of us all here ſurvived , and now the third is 
creaſing and grewing upon us ? To have onr 
lives tn 5h deare yeares of time, when to have our 
life for a prey is mercy enough, as leremy told Bas 
ruch ! That theſe arrows ſhould flye round abour 
us, over our beads, and mille vs 1 That Gods ar= 
reſts ſhould ſeize wpon men, walking, ralking with | 
us,and fpare us! How often, many 9ther wayes, 
hath thy neck beene upon the block, and the axe 
held over,and yer hath fallen befides ! To goe no 
farther than thy owne body, the humours LY 
if God ſhould not reſtraine them *, would overs 
| H 4 flow 


" Tod Aggravation of inning 

flow and drowne ir,as the waters would the earth, 
If God ſhould nor fay zothem , ſtay your proud 
2vaves. And when in a fickneſſe they haye beene 
Jer out, yet God hath kepr a fluce , thar ſo much 
ſhould breake forth, a8: no more, which ſhould 
purge, & walh the body,and make it more health- 
tull,as the overflowing of Nz/us doth. And when 
then thy body hath been brought low and weake, 
and like a crazy rotten ſhipin a ftorme , raking in 
water on all ſides, ſo thar all the Phyfirians in the 
world conld nor have ſtoprt rhoſe Leakes ; yer hee 
hath rebuked wind and ſea, hath careened , men- 
ded rhee., and launched rhee into rhe world a- 
gaine,aswhole,as ſound,and ftrong as ever ; And 
God hath ſaid , as ob 33. that Thou ſbouldeſt not 
dye., Ina word,if rhou conſider bur what thy life 


15, & the dangers it is ſubject ro,thou wilr acknows | 


ledge ir as great a wonder to preſerve ir, as to ſee 
# glaſſe ,, that hath beene in conrinuall uſe. , gone 
through many hands, and harh had many knocks, 
and falls ,, ro be kepr for forty, fifry,ſfixry yeares 
whole and unbroken : Cod hath carryeda zy life in 
hs hand,as ic were a candle in a paper lanthorn in 


2 {trong windy.night , and kepr it from being ex- - 
tinct, when as weofrten ſee in many, that alitle . 


cold comes but in at alitle cranny,& blowes their 
candle. out, as lob ſpeakes. So 

_ And eighrlily , how have theſe yeares and 
hovres of thy time been'filled up with goooncle ? 


f.nd with how many comforts? For a Trayrtorro 


live , though bur upon bread and Water all 
his dayes , ,whar favour isit ? And ſohadſt thou 
lived all this time , neyer-ſo miſerably , though 
all thy 'aayes thou hadſt eaten thy bread in darkneſie, 
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and badft had much ſorrow vvith thy ſickneſie , ( as 


| Solomon ſpeakes,) Some there are , who, as /ob 


ſpeakes , lob 21.15. Dye in the bitterneſie of their 
ſoules,and never eate with pleaſure, ſcarce lecing a 
good day; And if this had beene thy caſe, yer rhis 
is infinite mercy. Even whatſoever is on this ide 
Hell,is mercy. Lam. 3.22. ſay they in the worlt 


- eſtate the Church was ever on Earth, 1: # thy [mer= 


cies] not mercy only , bur mulritude oft mercicsare 
ſhewne us, that we are not conſumed , becauſe his 
mercies are renewed every morning. It ar the brink 
of Hell,and nor in.it is mercy. Bur barh he nor 
all rhis while filed thy beart with food and gladneſſe, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, As 14.17? Ir wereinfimte 
ro goe over the particular kinds of common come= 


: forts, which God vouchſaf:s men here: Not halfe 


the riches of his goodneſle is yet rold ; Ir would 
require an age to make an Inventory, of them. 
Hatt a houſe 1n the world ro hide thy head in, and 
keepe thee from the injuries of rhe wearher ? 


. (which was more than Chriſt had ) God he 1s thy 


Landlord , ( though it may be thou payelſt him no 
rent ;) Heir is that builds the Hoſe, Pſal.127.1. 
Haſt a bed 10 lve upon? He makes it, eſpecially in 


| thy ſickneſſe , Pſal.q1.3. Haft thou fleepe ( which 


is the nurle of nature , the parentheſis of all rhy 
Cares aud griefcs, ) he rocks thee afleepe every 
nighr > And as he gives thee a Houſe, fo an gives 
thee refl , Pſal 127.2. Jr is God keeps off thoſe 
gnars of diſtraCting cares,and griefes,& thoug hrs, 
and terrors of conſcience , would huzze about a 


| man, and keepe one continually waking. And 


when thou fleepeſt , is thy fleepe pleaſant ro thee ? 
God makes it lo, ler.31,26. ; 
H 5 Haſt 


: / {5 "= 
Hh; /> To6 Apgravanon- of finning 
E Haſt thou cloathes to cover thy nakednefle? reade 

©ld Iacobs Indentares, Gen.28 20. and thou ſhalr 

ſee by them whole finding they are at; if Thom wile 

grime me rayment,that is one of his conditions men-. 
tioned. Yea: doe thy cloathes keepe thee warme? 

Even this1is arrribured ro him,16b 39.17: He fills 

thee, feeds thee, ſpreads thy table, leryes thee ; fills 

#hy cup, as Daviddeſcribes his goodnefle,Pſal.23. } 
$.and gives thee thy meat jn due ſeaſon; And bath 

not failed thee a meales mear., but thou haſt had: 
it at thy appointed time, as lob ſpeakes. And haſt 
thou health ? which is the fſalr co all rheſe ble(- 
ſings, (wirhour which thou wouldſt ſay., thou hadſt 

0 pleaſure in them,) Hee is the God, of thy health, 

and keeps off diſeaſes. Exod. 15.26. 1 will put none 

of thoſe diſeaſes on thee; 1 am the Lord who healeth 

theez, Thar 1s,preſerve thee from them which elle 

would ſeize on rhee. And theſe mercies hee 

vouchſaferh unto you that are the pooreſt , and 

loades you with theſe and the like benefits every 


ay. 
. Bur haſt rhoa Rzehes added ro theſe;, and abun- 
dance ? The bleſſing of God maketh Rich, Prov.10. 
22. Thongh rhou had{t them by birth , yer hee 
made thoſe friends , and parents of thine, buc 
feoffees in truſt for thee ; They were no more, it | 
was God who bequearhed them Ecele/ſ.2.laft. Or 
wh2ther thou haſt gor them fince by thine ewne 
induſtry , 1r'is hee gives thee power to get wealth, 
Deut.8.18. Prov.12.24. and our. of 4 ſmall eſtate 
maketh men great, lob 8.7, It is hee by his provi- 
dence harh-ftopt the ſecret iſſues and draynes of 
Expence , at which 6ther mens eſtares runne out; 
hath ftopr chat bole 8n the bottome of the beg, ” the 
| | IO 
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| us. Arid hence,Gen.33-I0. lacecb ſayes, He ſaw 


| en 
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' Propher ſpeakes. And with theſe riches hath hee 
-Siyen thee a beart to uſe them, This is as it isa 
© farther mercy;Eccleſ.5.19, agd Chap.6. 2. ſoalſo 


from him,as it is noted there. | 
Or haſt rhoau Credie ( vvhich is better rhan 
riches? So ſayes Solomon, Prov.22.1.) it is God 
whogives ir, not thy wiſedome, parts, or worth : 
Eccleſ.9. 1T. Faveur « not alwayes to men of shill: 
That is, rior accepration of what they doe,with= 
out 2 farther bleſſing from God, Therefore bee 
fides the gift of wifedome , he gave a further pro» 
miſe of honour alſo unto Solomon, 2 Chron. I.I- 
Ir is God who faſhions mens opinions. The Apoſtle 
prayesro God hs ſervice might be accepted of the 
Saints,though no lervice was like to be more ac 
ceptable , for ir was the gathering and bringing in 
of almesand reliefe rotkem. Ir ishe rules mens 
Tongues, bids men blefſe, as well as be bade Shimes 
curſe : And hee hath kepr thee from ſuch grofle 
finnes, which, asflyes, would have purrifyed the 
oyntment of thy good name , who allo conceales 
thoſe thou haſt commitred,and hides thee from the 
ſtrife of Tongues, 6b 5.21. 

Haſt thou friends,or doe any love thee? (whet=- 
in much of the comforr of our lives conſiſts, and 
therefore David ſayes of lonathan , 2. Sam. I. 
26. I bou wert pleaſant to me, )itis God gives fayour 
in menseyes : So hee did loſeph, Gen.39: 21, If 
any man or Creature dorh thee a kindneſſe , hee 
roucherh rheir hearrs, as it is ſaid of the men who 
clave to Saul) and viſits for thee; He made the A- 
gyptians beyond all reaſon the 1ſraelite friends, 
gave them favoyr in their eyes , as rhe Texrrells 


the 
I.\ | 
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the face of God,in reconciled Eſaws face, for Gods 
favour appeared in his look, He pur you into your 
callings, ranks,& (tations, gives you all your {k:ll, 


ſncceile inthem;The meanett of Tradas,to Sow & 


Plough,and Threſh , they are from the Lord, vwhko 
5 veonderfull in vvorking,(Eſay 28. from rhe 23.0. 
the end )even as well as the 1kill of rhe moit cu- 
rious Iograver,Limbner, or Embroyderer ( asof 
Bez«leel) rhe Scripture fayes,God was his Maſter, 
taughr him. Hatt thou enlarged parts and gifts 
for bigher imployments? Ir 1s not thy birth , or 
age hath acquired them unto thee , lob 32.8.9. 
Great men are not alvyayes vpiſe; Therfore it goes 
nut by ©xth; Nor have the ages alvvayes uuderſtans 
ding,it goes not only by experience ; Bur st x the 
mfpiration of the almighty, And haſt a calling 
aulwerable to thy parts,to be a Scholler, and have 
thy minde enriched and ennobled with the beft & 
ehoiteft jewell the world hath, wiſdome & knows» 
ledge ; whereby the minde is elevared as much 
above ocher mens, as they are above beaſts? God 


hath beene thy great Tutor , The minde of man is 


Geds Candle , and hee maketh wiſer than a 
mans Teachers, as he did Moſes in Egypuian lear- 
ning, Daniel, David. | 
f, couclude , haſt rhou comforrt in all rheſe ? 
In riches, learning,credit, wiſe children, mear,drink 
&c. Hee purs in all the ſuzar,delighr and pleaſure 
that 6ipectally. depends on himzeven to faſhion the 
heart to all theſe, Agavreligiirs nor withour the 
Sunne,nor wood hears not without fire;So neither 
doth thy condition comfort thee witkour God, And 
therfore As 14.17 It is ſaid, He filled their hearts, 
« 791:b food, 10,vvith g1adnefſe . 
| Ard 
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And beſides all theſe , conſider the many pee 
culiar paſſages and rurnings of his providence 
towards thee for rhy good ; The working of 
things rogether , ever and anon to doe thee a 
good turne ; The packing and plorting all for 
thee, better than thou could have plorted for 
thy ſelfe ; As thy reliete iv many ftreights, ſuc- 
ceſſe in many bulineſſes ; He vovorks all our works 
in us and for us, as Eſayſpeakes, Eſay 26. hath hee 


| not taken ſuch ſpeciall care and providence of 
| thee , as if he had regarded no man elſe inthe 
World? | 


' And now when thou haſt conſidered all, bethinke 
thy ſelfe withall a lile of thy dealings rowards 
him : Whar have beene the effects ard frnirs of 
all this goodnefſe? Hold up thy head man, looke 
God in the face, Jris well yer, thar ſhame be- 
gins To cover thee. How hath thar his patience 
and long-ſuffering , + vouchſafing rhee | x0w eo 
repent , wrought with thee 2 How nigh rore- 
pentance hath it brought thee ? Such is the per- 
verſcnefle of * mans nature , as Salomon tells us, 
Eccleſ 8.11. That becauſe fentence againſt an evill 
worke x not preſently executed, therefore the bearts 
of the ſorines of men are fully ſet to doe evil : Be=- . 
caule God defers puniſhing , they defer repen=- 
ting. ; Thou chinkeſt to ſpend the moſt precious 
of thy rime, and ſtrength in. {inning , and give God 
the dregges, the botrome., the laſt fands, rhy 
dotage , which thy very felfe and friends are 
weary of , and all rheſe bleflings and comforts 


which God hath vouchſafed thee , how haſt thou 


uſed them" 2gaink him ? This Oyle which ſhould 
haye beene fuell rothy Thankfulnefle ., hath 'en- 
| creaſd 
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created tbe fre of thy lufts , and thy-luſts have 
Spntamed them all, iqmes 4+ The riches he hath 
weve ou haſt mgde.1dol; of, ang. ſacrificed thy 

eareſt morning , daily rhoughts-and affeCtions 
nna,3s Cod complaines, Exek, 16, fromthe x ſ 
andloon : [His mear]{as at the 29. ver. be calls 
1) thou ſacrificed(t ro thy Belly, which thou had(t 
made thy God ; Iby Rrengtb 19 Women ; The 
Wealth. he bath given you, you have made uſe of, 
bur ro live ara high rate of inning , and. to pro- 
cure the Cwccrelither the dainrieſt and moſt coſtly 
lnpes ;: The edge of thar ſword of pawer God 
hath pur toro rhy,havd , thou haſt rurged againſt 
Him and. his, hap! bark his Children and Minir 
aniſters; $o thar God, by giving thee. all rheſe, 
hath bur made .chee mn re bold to doe it; All his 
mercies have but fortified thy bearr againſt him; 
Doe 22 requite the Lord thus, ye faolif.h people and 
znkjnd? As Moſes expoltulates the caſe, Deup. 32. 
6. as Chriſt (aid; rothe lewes, For which of af my 
&rps markes doe ye tone.me ? So lay I ro you , for 
d hich, of all bis merges is it, ye linne againſt him 
wich his .owne weapons ? To betray all bee gives 
you inte the devils, his enemies hand: ? What ini 
| Juitie did you ever fiude in him,thus to.deale 2 God 
will pre Gay thns axpaſtulare his caule with you , 
And heape coales of fire ygon all your Heads (if that 
y9u turne.not) becauſe you have rendred him evil 
fer geog.; And all theſe merciesrhus abuſed , will 
be 410.5nany coales ro make fell fire the hotter, 
And.to.reaſon this. paint yet further with you our 
of rhe Text, and what arguments jt will afford 


7. 


» 
, 
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to worke npon you. | 


Con. . 


fff ainſ# Adorcie, T2T 
. Conſider , fixit; what iris thou doeſt ; Whileſt 
thus thou goeſt-gn, thou art a Defpiſer of the riches. 
of by geodneſie That which is oppoſite to gogde 
neſle , muſt negds be rrapſcendently evill. Whar, 
art thou evill, becauſe God 4 gaod.? And ſo much the 
more evill , by-how much the more he is good, 
furely there muſt needs be an unexhauſted rreq» 
lure of wickedneflejn thee , which will alſo cauſe 
inche endarreaſure of wrath in him; What and 
linne againſt mercy, paticnce,long- ſuffering , ad» 
ded ro goodneffe 7 Of all arrribures,as the richeſt 
te the molt glorious ; for itis hat he glories in: 1n 
the-abuling of which, thereforc he thinkes himſelf 
moft debaied:;; Of all artribures the rendereſt ; 
Whar,kickagainlt b- bowels! So are his mercies 
called : Cayft hit /bim no where clic bur there 
To delpties mans wiidome ;pow erlearningis NOT 
ſp.much as to deſpiſe his love ; Whar canft thow 
unagine. will become of rhee, when thou commeſt 
todye? What 1s it thou wil then come ro plead 
and:.cty for.?: O.merey , O mercy.; Why wierch 
that thon art, it 15inercie thou haft:ſinned againſt, 
Riches of mercy and patience abuſed , turaes.ints 
fue. I may'allude ro thar ſpeech , 1 S4m-2.25. 
if a-mankinne againſt his brorher , the Iydge ſhall ©- 
ladge tim; but if againſt God, who ſhall plead 
torlim:? So hadſt .thou fined: againſt any Other 
areribure , Mercy might have pleaded for thee z 
burif againſt;mercy ir ſelie, who ſhall? ' ok 
.: Well, if chougoelſt on thus ro Boe fo till, rhou 
baſt a hard Heart ; It argues the greateſt harde 
yene of all other 3 That is the ſecond. :Yoo 
ule hor:(iowever it comes to paſſe ) to fieale.thugs 
with the worſt-of men, finners like ro yourſelves ; 
187 \ bart - 
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bur ro them rhat loye you, you tender love again, 
Luke 6-33. and. will you deale ſo wich God? 
#t a ſmall thing to vvearie men,but you muſt vvearie 
Ged alſo? fayes Eſay p.13. Hee thought ir infi- 
nitely lefle ro abule men than God; bur yon carry 
your ſelves as men,to men, bur as Devils rowards 
God ; Herein yee have nor the hearrs of men in 
you ; Not principles of common humanity,where ' 
by ye differ from beaſts; The cords of love are cal= 
ted the cords of a man, Hoſ.11.6.'The ſpirit of man 
breakes,melres under kindnefle ;Beaſts indeed ye 
uſe to prick with goades -, bur the cords of a man 
are the corisof loye ;; No principle being more 
_ engraven in mens hearts, than this, to doe 
good to hoſe who doe good to you, Mat.5.46. Nay, 
would -ye had herein yer rhe hearrs of beaſts; The 
oxe knows hr owner,the afſe bu maſters Crib,but my 
people have rebelled againſt mee: Afinne ſo much 
againſt narure, thar he calls upon thoſe Creatures, 
who have no more rhan meere nature in them, 
vir. the Heavens to ſtand aftoniſht at it. Bur as 
nature ckevared by grace, riſeth/bigher than ir ſelf; 
So being poyſoned with finne ,- it is caft below ir 
 ſelfe,, finnes againſt it ſelfe , and rhe ens 
which are begotten in and wirh\it ſelfe ; if ir 
werg nor fo, how were ir poſiible thou ſhouldft 
Ws » who never did thee hart ? And goe 
on#Fro wound him , who weeperh over thee ? 
And deſpiſe tharin him moſt', which ſeckes ro 
fave thee And:load him with finnes ? Amos 2. 
Fs who loades thee daily with his mercies, Pſal. 
68.19. TIEN 


There 1s a third conſideration rhe Text ſug- 
veſts;to ſhe the fearfulneſſe of thy fin iv thisreſ- 


pect; 
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pect ; And that 15, that rthon goeſt on every minure- 
linning & in impenirency, by deſpiling his good-" 
neſle , ro treaſure up wrath againſt rhe day af 
wrath ; To finne againſt mercie , of all other en- 
creaſerh wrath;rhou muſt pay Treaſures, for Trea- 
ſures ſpent. As thou Javiſhly ſpendeſt riches of 
mercy , ſo God will recoyer richesof glory our 
of rhee : God will notloſe by thee, bur will rec- 
kon with thee in wrath for every offer of patience 
ſpent ; for every ſand of long ſuffering rhar runs 
our , hee drops ina drop of wrath into his Vialls, 
and ir will prove a Treaſure , ſucha Treaſure as 
ſhall bring in an erernall revenue of glory unto 
God, of all his glory loſt, and riches ſpent, with 
advantage ; Such a Treaiure , as will aſke an 
eternity of rime to be ſpent upon rhee', and yet 
be never empried or made leffe ; And the longer 


| thou goeſt on, the greater heap'ir will ſwell unco. 


And doſt thou know and confider how faſt rhis 


"Treaſure fills,and how much the longer thou goeft 


on to adde to it, {till rhe more thou addeltt, ſtill rhe 
laſt yeare more than all rhe yeares before ? Every 
minures impenitency adding to this heape and 
ſumime , as new figures addedina fumme ule ro 
doe; The firſt is bur one, the ſecond makes ir Ten, 
the third an hundred , the fourth-a Thouſand, and 
whar a ſumme will this grow ro> :. 
" Ay bur thou wilr ſay , Tulh;] ami in proſperitie# 
in healrh, wealrh ,- and eaſe,and to'day ſhall be as 
to morrow, and' much more abundant , Eſay 'F6- 
12, Well, burfourthly, confider out of the Texr; 
that there will come a day ar lat , the morrow - 
whereof willbea day of wrath: Ir is Freafuring vp 
iS now,” 
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now-;, bur js gor; brought torch; till: the day of 
wrath ., till which day: rhou mayeſt.goc.on and, 
proſper , as Job giving us.rhe.rea{on.wiy wicked 
men prolper here, ſaycs, Chap.21. They are re 
Jerned to the dayof woraths,in plurall becauſe trea- 
juresace laid, up againit then Thou art yet ſpa- 
red ., becauſe thy-finaesare.notyer fall, and that 
LTreaſare 1tnor full, as the/linnes of the Amerites 
were'not ; And all chis rhy preſent. proſpericy fics 
thee. bur for Hell. So Rom.9.22..they are ſaid ro 
__ . be veffells firted ford:ſtrudizen , by-long luffering. 
And-ſo Nabumtells us, they are bu: as fubblelaid 
out.in the Zunnea drying, till it be Fully dry , Na- 
ham.x.10. that it,may-burge the becrer; and like 
grapes thar are lct ro-hang in the Santhine til hey 
be. ripe, Revel. 15.16, ;and fo;thog for the. Hine- 
proc of Gods.uwrath, | 
_ But itby lenſelelle heart may-bap ro ſuy , I ſec: 
no fuch-rhing, and theſe are bur threats , I rhinke 
ſo; Therefore it is ſaidin-rhe Tex: ,  rhar-it is 2 
© Treaſure; Which, as Trealuresnieroþe , is hid 
ill char day cones and ihenirevenled.as the words 
have »t. For ithough {thou- {eeſt nor this. day; a 
comming, yer God who firs, jn-Fleaven ,, ſecs thy 
day a comming,as Davit layes, Pſal.37.13: who 
55 therefore ſajd.ro-ſec ir, becauſe himſelte ſees ir 
nor ; And it is 4comming faſter than rhon-arr 
aware Of it ,;2Pefs:2. 3. Dannetion'flyyibereth 
#9: / though. thou ,deeameſt, nor of it. 3; Lingreth 
#0t»; ASan hae. and cry,itis-ſentour;and i5-0n:its 
courſe,and willinthe;end overtake thee,.and rhar 
when thou Jeaſt xhinkelt of ;ir- ,-: a5 4 theefein the 
+zzbt,:whenthou art aſleepe , COR 
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ef it, 1 Theſ. 5. when thou art leaſt prepared 
for ir,as in the void World, when they were eating 
and drinking ; As God watcheth when his Child 
is at the beſt and ripeſt, and then rakes kim;So he 
will watch thee to take thee for thy neglect , ar 


thy worſt , and give thee haply no time to 


prepare ; They goe downe to Hell in a moment, 
Pſal.37. 9. 
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